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T he thunderous sound of basketballs
being dribbled filled the air inside the
gym at the Burbank Community

YMCA Wednesday night.
The Boys & Girls Club of Burbank and

Greater East Valley teamed up with the local
YMCA, the Los Angeles Sparks WNBA team
and the Drug Enforcement Administration
to host a basketball clinic for about 50 chil-
dren in the community to practice core fun-
damentals of the game, as well as to instill
life lessons.

Although the DEA agent scheduled to give
a talk during the event was unable to attend,
the three organizations that were there used
the extra time for additional practice on the
hardwood court.

LaSandra Dixon, the basketball director
for the Jr. Sparks program, led the children
through several ice breakers to acquaint
them with one another before getting into
the drills.

The kids practiced dribbling with both

hands, worked on their lateral movement
and played one-on-one against each other.

Dixon said she was honored to be in Bur-
bank to share her knowledge of basketball
with the children and to offer them a foun-
dation so they can hone their skills.

“I had the opportunity to play Division I
basketball at San Diego State, so it’s only
right that I give this knowledge of the game
back to the kids,” Dixon said.

She added that being able to participate
in youth basketball clinics has helped her
cope with the loss of Los Angeles Lakers leg-
end Kobe Bryant, his daughter, Gianna, and
the other seven people that died in a heli-
copter crash on Jan. 26.

“Basketball has always been my safe
haven, and these kids give me a sense of
feeling OK,” Dixon said. “It definitely helps
me day-to-day to empower other people.
That’s what I love doing — playing basket-
ball and building up young people in the
community.”

One of the participants in the basketball
clinic was 13-year-old Tashaun Barron. He
said he plays basketball frequently and that

he appreciated the Sparks for coming to
Burbank to teach him and the other chil-
dren fundamentals of the game.

Additionally, Tashaun said he took away
lessons that he could use on and off the
court.

“I learned to always play happy and to al-
ways bring others up, not put them down,”
Tashaun said.

Jay Jackson, the athletic director for the
Burbank Boys & Girls Club, said events like
these are important in a child’s devel-
opment.

While some of the children at the clinic
have spent numerous hours playing basket-
ball, a few picked up the ball for the first
time on Wednesday.

“This is their gateway to basketball and
other sports,” Jackson said. “It’ll be one of
those moments that they’ll carry throughout
their life and creates a foundation for them,
not just for sports but in other aspects of
their lives.”

COACH LASANDRA DIXON fires up participants in the L.A. Sparks & DEA 360 basketball clinic Wednesday at the YMCA in Burbank.

Youths
score life
lessons

L.A. Sparks, Boys & Girls Club
of Burbank and the Burbank
Community YMCA host
foundational basketball clinic.
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AISHA NAVEL,
9, throws the ball
to a teammate
at the basketball
clinic at the
Burbank
Community
YMCA.
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After having city staff go back to
the drawing board regarding ac-
cessory-dwelling units, com-
monly known as granny flats, City
Council members approved
amendments this week to the
city’s ordinance regarding the
matter, but they recognized that
more work needs to be done.

Members voted 4-1 on Tuesday
to adopt a stricter set of regula-
tions regarding where and in what
manner the units can be built
within the city.

Mayor Sharon Springer cast the
lone dissenting vote.

Maciel Medina, an associate
planner for Burbank, said the
council had approved and imple-
mented an urgency ordinance on
Jan. 7 to implement its own regu-
lations on ADUs and junior ADUs
to meet the state’s criteria and
avoid having the state’s more lax
laws becoming the default.

During the Jan. 7 meeting,
council members also approved
the first reading of more perma-
nent regulations that amended
the city’s existing ordinance on
the matter.

On Jan. 14, when the item came
back for a second reading, council
members opted to table the dis-
cussion to a future meeting to al-
low city staff to look into how
ADUs would affect city services,
such as public safety and public
utility infrastructure.

Upon further review, Medina
said city staff identified that the
number of ADUs built within Bur-
bank’s fire zones and the Rancho
District — the section of the city
where horses can be stabled on
residential property — should be
limited to reduce traffic concerns
in the event of an emergency.

Burbank’s previous law stated
that ADUs in fire zones could be
between 850 and 1,000 square feet
and junior ADUs could be 500
square feet.

The regulations approved on

Council
adopts
new rules
on ADUs
Vote comes after city
staff tweak regulations
on granny flats in wake
of new state laws that
reduce local control.
BYANTHONY CLARK CARPIO
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It was a no brainer for Azra
Variscic to step into the director
of development role for the Bur-
bank Arts for All Foundation.
Variscic lived in the intersection
between art, education and non-
profits for more than 15 years.

She said her experiences as a
teenager in a war-riddled Yugo-
slavia instilled a dedication to
help communities in need.

“During [the war], I felt like I
was living on a deserted island,”
said Variscic. “All you have left is
music, painting and books —
these things in the classroom I
feel like were essential to my
peers, my classmates and I get-
ting over the trauma of the daily
bombings.”

The importance of arts in her
childhood and early interactions
with organizations like Doctors
Without Borders, Red Cross and
UNICEF encouraged her to pur-
sue careers in the nonprofit
world.

She comes to the foundation
from the Learning Rights Law
Center, where she raised the legal
service nonprofit’s visibility and
funding through campaigns and
marketing. In the past, she’s
worked for Step Up on Second
campaigns, which raised $20
million to build sustainable
housing units for homeless peo-
ple.

“Most of the candidates that
we had spoken to just didn’t have

the depth of experience that Azra
brings to the table. Nor do they
have the passion and attitude
that Azra brought to the table,”
said Tom Vice, co-chair of the
foundation’s board of directors.

Variscic is responsible for or-
ganizing Burbank Arts for All
events, building relationships,
expanding funding strategies and
the giving programs. Trina Pitch-
ford, who moved on to work for
Open Hearts Foundation last fall,
previously held the role while
also managing the overall opera-
tion as executive director.

The foundation’s mission is to
ensure students have equal ac-
cess to a quality arts education.
Since 2006, they have worked
closely with Burbank Unified
through grant-making and out-
reach programming. Burbank
Arts for All is known for its bian-
nual grants for district teachers,
commonly used for materials,
field trips and guest instructors.

Last year, the foundation han-
ded over a $100,000 check to
maintain music instruction at
the elementary level in Burbank
Unified as the district was
proposing cutting three teaching

positions to balance a $3.5-mil-
lion deficit. The donation helped
the district keep one music
teacher and closed the financial
gap on a second position. Jill
Vander Borght, Burbank Arts for
All co-chair, described it as the
largest grant in the foundation’s
history.

The school district’s monetary
predicament hasn’t changed for
the better. Variscic’s third week
into the job comes in conjunc-
tion with the board of education
passing a resolution to cut nearly
30 full-time positions at the end
of the school year to close the
$3.2-million budget deficit, in-
cluding three music elementary
teachers and one art teacher.

“Obviously that’s horrifying
news because we’ve worked so
hard for many years to maintain
and build programs that didn’t
exist,” Vice said.

Although the foundation hasn’t
spoken to the district about the
potential cuts, Vice said, “We will
do whatever we can to help ad-
dress the needs of the district,
but we can only do so much.”

Variscic reiterated the founda-
tion’s support for Measure I, the
parcel tax with a 10-cents-per-
square-foot annual fee for prop-
erty owners to generate $9.1 mil-
lion for the school district on an
annual basis for 12 years.

She added, “As long as we have
the support of the whole com-
munity, we’re not just a Band-Aid
in these situations. Our schools
need consistent funding sources
to guarantee such positions
won’t be on the chopping block
year after year.”

Burbank Arts for All taps Variscic
as new director of development

Azra Variscic

Nonprofit seeks to raise
group’s profile and
expand fundraising
revenues as ‘horrifying’
school district cuts loom.
BY VERA CASTANEDA
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City Council is taking a firm
stand on some state and federal
issues it will and won’t support
over the calendar year.

Members unanimously voted
on Tuesday to approve the city’s
legislative platform for the year
— a guideline that outlines Bur-
bank officials’ thoughts on cer-
tain state and federal matters, as
well as prioritizes the issues that
impact the city.

Christine Alles, an administra-
tive analyst for Burbank, told
members the statements out-
lined in the platform will also act
as a reference point for city staff
and state and federal representa-
tives to use when advocating on
the city’s behalf.

The platform covers a wide ar-
ray of topics, including the Holly-
wood Burbank Airport, housing,
municipal finance, economic de-
velopment, homelessness, state
and federal funding, sustainabil-
ity and public safety.

In this year’s platform, Bur-
bank will advocate for issues
such as affordable housing at all
income levels, expanded street
outreach teams to address
homelessness, noise relief from
the local airport and mental-
health programs to increase pub-
lic safety.

On the other hand, the plat-
form expressed the city’s opposi-
tion to irresponsible devel-
opment, legislation that would
further strip local control regard-
ing wireless communication de-

vices and efforts that would allow
online travel companies to cir-
cumvent paying the city’s tran-
sient-occupancy taxes for hotel
reservations.

“The primary focus of the plat-
form continues to be the preser-
vation of local control and local
legislative authority while con-
tinuing to seek state, federal and
local funding for the projects,
programs and services that bene-
fit Burbank’s residents and busi-
nesses,” Alles said.

The platform also states Bur-
bank’s opposition to rent control,
but several council members did
not approve of the proposed lan-
guage, which states that the city
opposes rent control as the sole
solution to addressing housing
affordability.

Mayor Sharon Springer said
using the word “sole” makes it
seem as if Burbank could con-
sider implementing rent control
in the future despite the city’s
historical stance against it.

“The whole meaning is
changed by that one word,”
Springer said.

On the other hand, Council-
man Tim Murphy said he had is-
sues removing the word from the
statement because of state rent-
control measures signed into law
last October.

“It just seems silly to say that
we oppose state law,” Murphy
said. “I think it would further en-
rage tenants who are concerned
about rent control.”

Although he was hesitant to re-
move “sole” from the legislative
platform, Murphy voted to move
forward with amending the
statement to remove the word.

Opposition to rent control
on list of official city views
Council OKs legislative
platform for the year,
outlining issues the city
will and won’t support.
BYANTHONY CLARK CARPIO

anthonyclark.carpio@latimes.com
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9020West Olympic Blvd., Beverly Hills, California 90211
310.274.7243 julesseltzer.com

beautiful
in black
Saarinen tables now
available with a black
satin laminate.

february 13–25

Knoll Classics Sale at
Jules Seltzer Associates

designers included in sale
Harry Bertoia, Marcel Breuer, Florence Knoll, Alexander Girard, Mies van der Rohe, George Nakashima,
Isamu Noguchi, Warren Platner, Charles Pollock, Jens Risom, Eero Saarinen and Richard Schultz.

ACROSS
1 Dobbin's dinner
4 "All __ lead to Rome"
9 Suffix for differ or
confer
13 Florida's __ Canaveral
14 Sound portion of a
telecast
15 Actor McDonough
16 __ machines; casino
attractions
17 Impasse
19 Under the weather
20 __ song; TV show
tune
21 Dancer Gene
22 Yellow shade
24 Gentleman
25 Pricey car
27 Company
30 Wide-awake
31 Gives a job to
33 Uncooked
35 Ceremony
36 Gives walking
papers to

37 Epiphany visitors
38 Zoom down snowy
slopes
39 Annoying
40 Not as wacky
41 Reverberates
43 Cool dessert
44 Laundry soap

45 __-depressive;
bipolar
46 Classic board game
49 Lock of hair
51 Record speed letters
54 Conquers
56 Urgent
57 Lucie Arnaz's

brother
58 Charlotte, to Prince
Harry
59 Many a golf
tournament
60 Liberal __; literature,
math, etc.
61 Griffith & Garcia
62 Eyelid woe

DOWN
1 Corridor
2 Remorseful
3 However
4 More impetuous
5 External
6 Actor Sandler
7 Have a feast
8 Layer of turf
9 __ into; penetrates
10 Diamond, for one
11 Close __; narrow
escape
12 __ May; Jed
Clampett's daughter
13 TV crime drama
series
18 "Blue __"; Irving
Berlin song
20 "You can say __
again!"
23 Remedy
24 Takes to court
25 Glass containers
26 Identical
27 Author Zane __
28 Court reporter's
output
29 Wise men
31 Snake's greeting
32 Make angry
34 Telegram
36 Perceive; sense
37 Hawaiian island
39 Unwanted growth
40 Juniors
42 Singer Emmylou
43 Hoi polloi; common
people
45 Compassion
46 Malt shop order
47 "__ the Rainbow"
48 Take a break
49 Birthday-sharer
50 Piece of bamboo
52 Hunter's victim
53 Guys
55 "Cat __ Hot Tin Roof"
56 Tijuana two

THE DAILY COMMUTER PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

Answer to previous puzzle

Tribune Media
Services

Tuesday allow for either
one ADU or one junior
ADU in a fire zone and lim-
it the size of an ADU to no
larger than 800 square feet
and a junior ADU to no
larger than 500 square feet.

While these changes

provide for additional pro-
tection for those who live
in the affected areas, May-
or Sharon Springer and
Vice Mayor Bob Frutos ar-
gued that the city’s ordi-
nance doesn’t go far
enough to protect others
in the city, such as those
who live in the city’s flat-
lands.

“This mention in pro-

tecting the people [living]
in the flats,” Frutos said. “I
support protecting the
Rancho and support pro-
tecting the hillside, but in
fairness, there’s nothing
there for the properties
that cost $1 million.”

Councilman Jess Tala-
mantes countered by say-

Continued from page A1
RULES

See Rules, page A3
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AMERICAN WAY THRIFT STOREAMERICAN WAY THRIFT STORE
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“Best Thrift Store in Burbank”

1220 West Magnolia Blvd1220 West Magnolia Blvd (Corner of N. Mariposa St.)(Corner of N. Mariposa St.)
(818) 841-6013(818) 841-6013

30% to 50% off
Every WednesdayEvery Wednesday

On all used merchandiseOn all used merchandise
for senior citizens (Over 50)

30% to 50% off
Every SaturdayEvery Saturday

& Sunday& Sunday
On all used merchandiseOn all used merchandise

Open: Mon - Sat 9:00am - 7:00pm Sun 9:00am - 6:00pm

30-50% off*
Mondays and FridaysMondays and Fridays

Used Merchandise OnlyUsed Merchandise Only
(With Valid School ID) *Except Current Tags and Codes(With Valid School ID) *Except Current Tags and Codes

Introducing Student Discount Days

Cannot be combined with any other offers. Excludes precious metal jewelry. Offers expires 4/31/20Cannot be combined with any other offers. Excludes precious metal jewelry. Offers expires 4/31/20

T.S. No. 19-57808 APN: 2455-028-040

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 10/11/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
A public auction sale to the highest bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn on a state or national bank, check
drawn by a state or federal credit union, or a check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association,
or savings association, or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the Financial Code and authorized to do
business in this state will be held by the duly appointed trustee as shown below, of all right, title, and interest
conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a Deed
of Trust described below. The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust, with interest and late charges thereon, as provided in the note(s), advances, under the terms of
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee for the total amount (at the time
of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to be set forth below. The amount may
be greater on the day of sale.

Trustor: DONIQUE PATTON, A SINGLE WOMAN
Duly Appointed Trustee: ZBS Law, LLP fka Zieve, Brodnax & Steele, LLP Deed of Trust recorded
10/25/2006, as Instrument No. 06 2367809, of Official Records in the office of the Recorder of Los Angeles
County, California,
Date of Sale: 3/12/2020 at 9:00 AM
Place of Sale: Vineyard Ballroom, Doubletree Hotel Los Angeles-Norwalk, 13111 Sycamore Drive,

Norwalk, CA 90650

Estimated amount of unpaid balance and other charges: $280,770.25
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the
time of the sale the opening bid may be less than the total debt owed.

Street Address or other common 427 EAST ORANGE GROVE AVENUE #207
Designation of real property: BURBANK, California 91501
Described as follows:
A CONDOMINIUM COMPRISED OF:

PARCEL 1:

(A) AN UNDIVIDED 1/24TH INTEREST IN AND TO LOT 1 OF TRACT NO. 34010, IN THE CITY OF
BURBANK, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS PER MAP RECORDED IN
BOOK 908 PAGE 39 AND 40 OF MAPS, IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID
COUNTY.

EXCEPT THEREFROM UNITS 101 TO 108 INCLUSIVE, UNITS 201 TO 208 INCLUSIVE AND 301 TO
308 INCLUSIVE AS DEFINED AND DELINEATED ON TEE CONDOMINIUM PLAN RECORDED
JANUARY 19, 1979 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 79-81954, OF OFFICIAL RECORDS

(B) UNIT 207 AS SHOWN AND DEFINED ON SAID PLAN.

PARCEL 2:

AN EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT APPURTENANT TO PARCEL 1 ABOVE, FOR ALL USES AND
PURPOSES OF "PARKING SPACES” OVER AND ACROSS THOSE PORTIONS OF SAID LAND
DEFINED AND DELINEATED ON THE CONDOMINIUM PLAN REFERRED TO IN PARCEL 1
ABOVE AS "RESTRICTED COMMON AREA” 207A AND 207B.

A.P.N #.: 2455-028-040
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common
designation, if any, shown above. If no street address or other common designation is shown, directions to
the location of the property may be obtained by sending a written request to the beneficiary within 10 days of
the date of first publication of this Notice of Sale.

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on
the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior
lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder's office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this
information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or
more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and
to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call
(714) 848-9272 or visit this Internet Web site www.elitepostandpub.com, using the file number assigned to
this case 19-58221. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet
Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.

Dated: 2/11/2020 ZBS Law, LLP , as Trustee
30 Corporate Park, Suite 450
Irvine, CA 92606
For Non-Automated Sale Information, call: (714) 848-7920
For Sale Information: (714) 848-9272 www.elitepostandpub.com

_________________________________
Michael Busby, Trustee Sale Officer

This office is enforcing a security interest of your creditor. To the extent that your obligation has been
discharged by a bankruptcy court or is subject to an automatic stay of bankruptcy, this notice is for
informational purposes only and does not constitute a demand for payment or any attempt to collect such
obligation. EPP 31145 Pub Dates 02/15, 02/22, 02/29/2020
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Correction of
Public Notice

There was an error printed in a Public Notice in the
January 29, 2020 issue of the Burbank Leader.

The notice reported that Deluxe Media 2400 W. Empire
Avenue, Burbank, CA 91504 was found to be in
Significant Non Compliance (SNC) Criteria B,
according to national pretreatment standards in

wastewater effluent discharged to the Publicly Owned
Treatment Works (POTW). Unfortunately, an error had

been made in calculating Technical
Review Criteria (TRC); Deluxe Media has been

determined to be in compliance.

The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) defines
Criteria B in 40 CFR 403.8 (f)(2)(vii) as: Technical
Review Criteria (TRC) violations (where 33 percent or
more of all measurements taken for the same pollutant
parameter during a six-month period equal or exceed
the product of the daily maximum limit or the average
limit multiplied by the applicable TRC (TRC equals 1.4
for BOD, TSS, fats, oil and grease and 1.2 for all other

pollutants except pH)).

Suez Environmental Services, the contractor for the
city of Burbank’s Industrial Source Reduction and

Control Program, would like to apologize for this error,
which was printed in the Burbank Leader before the

mistake was identified.

SECTION 8 PROGRAM INFORMATION
MEETING

You are invited to attend the annual meeting of the
Resident Advisory Board (RAB) of the Burbank
Housing Authority. The RAB is a group that
volunteers their time to review and comment on the
Burbank Housing Authority’s administration of the
federal Section 8 Program. Housing staff will be
providing an overview of the Section 8 Program in
Burbank for the upcoming year, along with proposed
Administrative Plan changes. Finally, staff will present
the proposed Public Housing Agency (PHA) Five Year
Plan for Fiscal Years 2020-2025 to be presented to the
Housing Authority Board on March 31, 2020 for
consideration. This is a general information meeting
only. The Housing Authority will not be discussing
personal files or accepting additional applications for
the Program.

Resident Advisory Board Meeting
DATE: Tuesday, February 18, 2020
WHERE: Community Services Building

150 N. Third Street – Room#104
Burbank, CA 91502

TIME: 9:30 – 10:30 A.M.

Questions or for more information, please call
(818) 238-5160

Publish Dates: February 12, 2020 and February 15, 2020

George W. Nelson
July 14, 1925 - February 1, 2020

GeorgeWilliam Nelson, age 94, passed away peacefully on
Saturday, February 1, 2020, at his home in Burbank, California.
He was born on July 14, 1925 in Bakersfield, California, to
Frances Moser and Victor E. Nelson. George, the youngest
of two boys, would be raised in El Paso, Texas, and Tulsa,
Oklahoma, before eventually settling in Los Angeles. He
attended Belmont High School where he would meet his high
school sweetheart, Marjorie Mitchell. At age 17, he enlisted
and served in the U. S. Army Air Corps. At the end of WWII
he returned to Los Angeles and attended UCLA. He studied
Electrical Engineering and in order to complete his degree he
would need to finish his senior year at UC Berkeley. Marjorie
and George were married in 1948 and the newlyweds would
make their first home in Berkeley, California. After graduation,
they would soon return to their families in Los Angeles where
George would embark on a career in the insurance industry.
He would work for Unum Mutual Life Insurance for most of
his career and later as an independent agent. George and
Marjorie would eventually settle in Burbank, California, where
they raised their two children amongst many close neighbors
and lifelong friends. George was an avid tennis player and
golfer throughout his life. He was an active member of the
Burbank Men’s Golf Club, the Burbank Optimist Club and the
Burbank First United Methodist Church.
George was predeceased by his beloved wife of 69 years,

Marjorie, and brother, Victor A. Nelson. He is survived by
daughter Sharon Nelson, son Gary Nelson (Julie) and two
grandsons, Jimmy and Mitchell Nelson. George enjoyed a
blessed life and will be greatly missed.

want readers to think ill of
him, use the most vague
nouns and verbs at your
disposal.

Instead of saying, “Sen.
McStabby crammed the
severed arms and legs into
a wood chipper,” you can
just say, “The man dis-
posed of the items utiliz-
ing machinery.”

NOMINALIZATIONS
Here’s another way to

suck the life out of a lively
or engaging verb: Make it
a noun. “Jolene dashed
out the door” can become
“Jolene engaged in the
dashing out the door.”

You can almost feel the
stillness of the air around
her. These are called nom-
inalizations, when you put
an action that could have
been in verb form into a
noun form, and they’re
beloved by obfuscating
writers everywhere.

Instead of saying you
walked, a verb, say you
took part in the walking, a
gerund, which is a type of
noun.

It works the same way
with adjectives. Instead of
saying the house is beau-
tiful, an adjective, say the
house has beauty, a noun.

Business writers are
especially wicked users of
nominalizations. Just the
other day I saw, “We will
be a conduit for collabo-
ration” where a simple
“We will collaborate”
could have roused the

W hen we talk
about language
and grammar,

there’s an unspoken yet
universal agenda:
clarity.

The whole point
of written commu-
nication is to get
information to your
reader as effectively as
possible, meaning with as
little confusion as pos-
sible. Grammar, punctua-
tion and proper usage are
tools to get you there.

But what if you don’t
want to be clear? What if
your No. 1 writing goal is
to weasel your way
around a point or a piece
of information you’d
rather not highlight, for
whatever shady reason
you may have?

Well, grammar is your
friend too. After all, if you
understand how to write
clear, vivid prose, the
secret to underhanded
obfuscation is at your
fingertips. Just do the
opposite of that clarifying
stuff.

Here are a few grammar
concepts for all you devi-
ous purveyors of murky
message:

UPSIDE-DOWN
SUBORDINATION

“Although the senator
murdered his aide, his
voting record on infra-
structure was nothing
short of stellar.”

This sentence uses a
grammar dynamic called
upside down subordina-

tion to downplay some
rather shocking informa-
tion by highlighting info

of a very different kind.
Subordination,

which is used in
good faith all the
time, takes a sub-
ordinating con-

junction like
“though,” “since,”

“because, “while,” “when”
or “after” and uses it to
make one clause subordi-
nate to another — not just
in emphasis but in the
grammar itself.

Take a complete sen-
tence like “Rob likes
cheese,” slap a subordi-
nating conjunction on
front, “Because Rob likes
cheese,” and you no long-
er have a complete sen-
tence. You have a subordi-
nate clause that has to
piggyback off a main
clause to be part of a
complete sentence: “Be-
cause Rob likes cheese, he
has high cholesterol.”

The main clause, “he
has high cholesterol,” is
the main attraction,
downplaying the subordi-
nated stuff. Remember
this trick for making one
fact upstage another any-
time you need to mention
a homicidal senator’s
crimes but want readers
to understand they’re not
a big deal.

NONSPECIFIC
NOUNS AND VERBS

If our senator disposed
of his victim in a grue-
some way, but you don’t

reader from sleep.

PASSIVE VOICE
You knew this one was

coming, right? Passive
voice lets you gloss over
the doer of an action or
omit him or her entirely.

Compare: “The senator
murdered his aide,” which

is active voice, to “The
aide was murdered by the
senator,” which is passive
voice.

The active form follows
a simple subject-per-
forms-verb formula. The
passive turns that upside
down. The doer of the
action, the senator, is no
longer the subject of the
sentence. The grammati-
cal subject is the recipient
of the action, the aide.

That’s less direct and
thus less clear. Some-
times, passive voice lets
you omit the doer of the

action entirely, which
comes in great handy
when you’re determined
to cover up for a certain
senator: “The aide was
murdered.”

End of sentence. Your
reader will never know
whodunit.

A WORD, PLEASE | JUNE CASAGRANDE

4 proven ways to make yourself less clear

JUNE CASAGRANDE is a
grammar columnist and the
author of “The Joy of Syntax:
A Simple Guide to All the
Grammar You Know You
Should Know.” She can be
reached at
JuneTCN@aol.com.

The whole point of written
communication is to get
information to your reader
as effectively as possible ...

Dog killed in Lake
Street house fire

A large fire engulfed a
home in Burbank on
Thursday night, killing a
dog inside.

Around 10:30 p.m. the
Burbank Fire Department
began receiving multiple
calls about a large plume of
smoke coming from a
home in the 1200 block of
South Lake Street.

Burbank Battalion Chief
Mark Hatch said the size of
the fire prompted neigh-
boring agencies from Glen-
dale and Pasadena to be
called in to help battle the
blaze.

He added about 39 fire-
fighters responded to the
scene.

Crews tried to extinguish
the fire from inside the
home but, according to
Hatch, they had to evacu-
ate the home after roughly

30 minutes.
He said the home was

filled with “a lot of stuff
and obstacles … that
makes it harder to attack
the fire and it also aids in
its spread.”

Firefighters instead
doused the home with wa-
ter from the outside.

A man who lives at the
home was able to make it
out unharmed, and fire-
fighters were able to rescue
his dog from the burning
building. However, Hatch
said a second dog died
from the fire.

The blaze was eventually
knocked down around
11:30 p.m., and its cause re-
mains under investigation.

This is the second house
fire in the city within the
past week that has claimed
the life of a dog. The first
occurred last Saturday in
the 1300 block of North
Brighton Street.

— Andy Nguyen

BRIEFLY IN PUBLIC SAFETY

ing that voting for these
regulations provides the
city with some protections
from state law and gives
Burbank some local con-
trol.

He added that city staff
needs to continue working
on finding ways to further
protect all of Burbank’s
neighborhoods.

“There’s nothing that you
could gain by voting against
this,” Talamantes said. “If
anything, you’re losing
what the staff has pro-
posed.”

Springer said she voted
against the item because
she wants to make sure
there are protections for all
residents in the city.

Continued from page A2
RULES

anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio
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BURBANK — There’s
plenty to draw from that
might put the Providence
High boys’ basketball team
in position to win the pro-
gram’s first CIF Southern
Section title.

Throughout the season,
Providence played a diffi-
cult schedule, won a league
title and has drawn from
last season’s experience of
reaching a CIF champi-
onship game.

Now, Providence will look
to put things together for
perhaps another elongated
postseason run. Providence
turned to its powerful 1-2
punch to get things going
this postseason.

Top-seeded Providence
received 24 points and 12
rebounds from A’Jahni
Levias and 19 points and
three steals from Jordan
Shelley to register a 66-41
home win against Tustin on
Wednesday in a CIF South-
ern Section Division III-AA
first-round contest.

Providence (24-6) took
on host Portola on Friday in
a second-round road con-
test. The Pioneers won, 66-
53.

The Pioneers will host La
Serna in a quarterfinal
game Tuesday at a time to
be determined.

Providence, which
reached the Division IV-A
championship game last
season, held Tustin (19-11)

in check. The Pioneers lim-
ited the Tillers to 31 points
over the last three quarters.

“We’ve been learning all
season from our experi-
ences,” said Providence
coach Brandon Lincoln,
whose team won the Prep
League championship for
the second season in a row.
“We’ve played a very hard
nonleague schedule and
tournaments and we have a
team that’s got a lot of ener-
gy. We’re just trying to rec-
reate that energy.

“We’re going to do every-
thing possible to extend our
season.”

Levias set the tone for the
Pioneers, who are the top
seed for the second post-
season in a row.

Levias, a center, had 12
points and eight rebounds
in the first half to help Prov-
idence jump out to a 31-14
halftime lead. Providence
led Tustin, which posted a
wild-card win against Lake-
wood on Tuesday, 14-10, af-
ter the first quarter.

“We saw a little bit of film
on Tustin from its last
game,” Levias said. “So, we
knew some of the things
that they like to do.

“I think playing a tough
schedule got us ready for a
team like Tustin. I felt like I
was pretty much locked in
and ready to contribute.”

Levias scored a basket to
give Providence an 18-12
lead with 5:46 left in the
second quarter.

He grabbed an offensive
rebound and scored to ex-
tend Providence’s lead to
37-14 with 5:53 to go in the
third quarter.

Shelley finished with 11
second-half points for Prov-
idence.

“Our defense did a great
job and that led to us get-
ting a lot of transition
points,” Shelley said. “Our
defense can play quickly
and it can make a differ-
ence.

“We’ve learned that the
playoffs is about endur-

ance. We’ve learned that we
need to be calm. We were
focused in the first quarter
and then everything really
clicked after that.”

Providence received eight
points from Braxron
Williams and six apiece
from Andrew Dabbaghian
and Michael Joanou. Dab-
baghian and Collin Ferrell
each had three steals for
the Pioneers.

Tustin, which took third
in the Empire League, got
12 points from Jason
Naranjo

Levias steps up for Pioneers

Miguel Vasconcellos

PROVIDENCE’S JORDAN SHELLEY drives past Tustin’s
Jason Naranjo during Wednesday’s playoff opener.

Boys’ Basketball: No. 1 Providence receives
24 points, 12 rebounds from Levias in
66-41 Div. III-AA opener against Tustin
before besting Portola in second round.
BY CHARLES RICH

BURBANK — Following a
second-place finish in the
Pacific League, the Bur-
roughs High boys’ soccer
team shifted its attention to
the postseason and looked
to make some noise.

Unfortunately for Bur-
roughs, it ran into an oppo-
nent that plays superior de-
fense and relies on its tran-
sition game to generate
goals.

Burroughs mustered just
two shots on goal and saw
its season end with a 4-1
home defeat against
Montebello on Wednesday
in a CIF Southern Section
Division III first-round
match at Memorial Field.

Burroughs (12-8-4)
yielded two goals about a
minute apart, making it
tougher to solve Monte-
bello (17-5-5).

“They shut down our at-
tack and it made it difficult
to find our rhythm,” said
Burroughs first-year coach
Mitchell Kodama, who took
over the program from his
father, Mike. “We tried to
make some changes and
we got a little bit of a spark,
but not quite enough.

“We did a lot of good
things this season. It just
didn’t go the way we
hoped.”

Montebello dictated the
pace of the match by neu-
tralizing Burroughs’ for-
wards and clogging the
middle of the field to pre-
vent quality scoring
chances by the Indians.

Montebello, which tied
for first in the Almont
League with Bell Gardens
and Schurr, scored two
goals within a minute.

The Oilers took a 1-0 lead
when a corner kick by Luis
Estrada hit a Burroughs de-
fender in the foot and went
past Indians’ goalkeeper Ja-
cob Cardenas in the 28th
minute.

Montebello made it 2-0
when Edgar Alegria whip-
ped a shot just inside the
box past Cardenas in the
29th minute.

“It was big to get those
two goals,” Montebello
coach Jesus Garcia said.
“Right from that, the game
changes completely.

“For our team, it’s a lot
about being able to apply
pressure and let the other
team make the mistakes.
That way we can take off
with the play. We had to do
a good job of marking their
best players and I thought
we did that very well today.”

Montebello extended its
lead to 3-0 on a goal by
Cesar Monsivais in the 49th
minute.

Burroughs, which won
the Pacific League champi-
onship in 2019, closed to
within 3-1 on a penalty shot
by Elias Galaviz in the 53rd
minute that eluded goal-
keeper Mark Gamez.

The Indians were
awarded the penalty shot
when a direct kick struck
the hand of a Montebello
player inside the box. It was
Burroughs’ first shot on
goal in the contest.

It was Galaviz’s 17th goal
of the season.

The Oilers closed out the
scoring on a goal from
Abraham Ramirez off an as-
sist from Vincent Mendez
in the 57th minute.

Burroughs junior forward
Manny Gonzalez said the
Indians couldn’t crack
Montebello’s defensive cov-
erage.

“Montebello did a good
job and we just couldn’t get
anything going,” said Gon-
zalez, who finished with 26
goals this season and is the
program’s all-time leading
scorer with 60 career goals.
“I don’t think we played to
our potential.

“It was a good season for
us, but we wanted to go far-
ther in the playoffs.”

Tim
Berger /
Burbank
Leader

BURR-
OUGHS’

Carlos
Rosales

controls the
ball in Wed-

nesday’s
playoff
match.

Quick exit in CIF
playoffs for Indians
Boys’ Soccer: Burroughs can’t get on track
in suffering 4-1 home loss to Montebello in
Division III first-round match at home.

BY CHARLES EICH

BURBANK — There was
an upbeat buzz among the
Burroughs High girls’ water
polo team prior to its CIF
Southern Section Division
V second-round playoff
match against Diamond
Bar at home Thursday.

As has been the pattern
for the Indians this season,
they usually take time to
feel out their opponent in
the opening quarter. But
against the Brahmas, Bur-
roughs got into the groove
early and kept up with Dia-
mond Bar.

Burroughs scored four
goals in the second quarter,
three in the third and sur-
vived a late rally in the
fourth for an 11-7 victory to
set up a berth in the divi-
sion quarterfinal.

“They played great and
they were putting their
shots in,” Burroughs coach
Jacob Cook said. “It was
pretty evenly scored. It
wasn’t like one girl taking
shots. That’s all we asked
for, for everyone to be there
on offense. We made ad-
justments on defense and
we’re just glad we came out
with the win.”

Burroughs (19-7), the Pa-
cific League runner-up, will
travel to No. 2-seed Califor-
nia High (22-8; Del Rio
League runner-up) for Sat-
urday’s quarterfinal at a
venue and time to be deter-
mined.

Indians junior Emily Call-
ahan scored four goals and
junior Angelina Lee added
three.

Burroughs also received
two goals from freshman
Nancy Baylor and one from

each from sophomore
Clarissa Robles and junior
Charlotte Jennings. Indians
senior goalkeeper Ema Na-
than tallied 15 saves.

The Brahmas were led by
Katelyn Arauz with three
goals, while Julia Longoria
chipped in with two.

The Brahmas (21-9; Mt.
Baldy League champion)
struck first with a goal from
Arauz, which Lee negated
15 seconds later to tie it at 1.

Diamond Bar regained
the one-goal lead with a
goal from Kaylee Robles at
3:46 in the first. But it was
Lee again who answered
right back at the same spot
to knot it at 2 just 10 sec-
onds later.

The teams continued to
press each other, but fin-
ished the first quarter tied
at 2.

The Indians came out in
the second quarter with a
goal from Callahan to take a
3-2 lead. The Brahmas tied
it with 2:43 left in the
quarter, before Baylo re-
stored the Burroughs lead,
4-3, with a quick-response
goal.

With 1:30 remaining in
the half, the Indians took a
5-3 lead with a score from
Robles before Diamond Bar
pulled one back with
Arauz’s second goal with
13.7 remaining.

Just 2.8 seconds before
halftime, Burroughs quickly
regained a two-goal lead af-
ter Callahan knocked one
in for a 6-4 advantage at the
break.

The Indians’ Jennings tal-
lied a goal for a for a 7-4
lead.

Lee and Callahan then
knocked in their third goals,
with a Diamond Bar goal
from Longoria sandwiched
in between to make it 9-5 at
the end of the third.

Goals from Callahan and
Baylor lifted the Indians to
an 11-5 lead to start the
fourth.

Burroughs earns
spot in quarters
Girls’ Water Polo: Four goals from
Callahan, three from Lee lift Indians to 11-7
victory in CIF Division V second round.

BY VINCENTNGUYEN
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