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Three weeks after Burbank
Unified school campuses shut
down, district officials pulled
together plans to begin distance
learning. The first item on the
agenda — organize distribution
of technology and other educa-
tional materials to students.

The school district shut down
schools beginning March 16
and pushed back earlier plans
to launch a distance-learning
model from March 30 to April 6.

From the start of school clo-
sures, Supt. Matt Hill an-
nounced the district would
keep campuses closed until lo-
cal education and health de-
partments deem it is safe to re-
sume in-person classes.

Given the Safer at Home or-
der, Hill wrote in an email to
parents on Thursday that high
school proms scheduled for
May are canceled, and final de-
cisions about other end-of-year
celebrations will be outlined in
the weeks ahead.

Throughout this week, stu-
dents and their families made
their way to their respective
school sites to pick up Google
Chromebooks, mobile hot
spots, paper packets for in-
struction and books.

Principals from each school
organized technology pickups.
Burroughs High School distrib-
uted 300 Chromebooks on
Monday and Wednesday.

On the first day, students
were instructed to show up at a
specific time determined by
their last name to maintain
public health officials’ recom-
mended social-distancing mea-
sures. On the second day, there
was a two-hour period open for
the remaining students to stop
by their school.

Prior to distribution, staff
sanitized the digital devices
with wipes and placed them in
plastic bags. Workers at pickup
stations wore face masks and
gloves. Some staff members
opted to use a hand-held grab-
ber.

The California Department of
Education put together state
guidelines for distance learning
— a general term leaving the
details of the curriculum up to
school districts and individual
teachers. The guidelines recom-
mend schools to assess whether
students have access to the in-
ternet and digital devices.

Burbank Unified took inven-

tory of students who need tech-
nology assistance through a
Google Form survey. Out of
13,000 responses, about 1,300
students indicated they needed
a Chromebook and 300 house-
holds needed internet access.

District officials are waiting
for responses from 1,700 stu-
dents and plan to mail letters to
their families.

“We are trying to support
families that have multiple
BUSD children in their house-
hold. And we are focusing on
[students with the most need
such as those from low-socioec-
onomic, English learning, foster
or homeless backgrounds] to
start, but currently it looks like
we can support all families that
indicated they don’t have a de-
vice at home for their child to
engage in school work,” Hill
said.

In addition to students, the
district loaned 184 Chrome-
books to faculty.

Burbank Unified distributed
Chromebooks already stocked
in schools and ordered an addi-
tional 1,200 Chromebooks from

Raul Roa | Burbank Leader

BURROUGHS HIGH SCHOOL assistant principal Kenny Knoop passes a Chromebook laptop to a
student using a hand-held grabber during the second school materials distribution day on Wednesday.

Students get set up
for at-home study

Burbank Unified is distributing Chromebooks
to student households for distance learning.
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Easter celebrations will have to
be kept indoors and held online
as Burbank will close all city parks
for the weekend as a precaution-
ary measure to help slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus
and encourage social distancing.

The closures will remain in ef-
fect throughout the holiday, last-
ing from midnight Saturday until
Monday morning. They are
meant to deter any large gather-
ings from taking place. Anyone
found in violation of the order
may be charged with a misde-
meanor.

Similar closures were also an-
nounced for public parks in Glen-
dale, Oxnard as well as the city of
Los Angeles and L.A. County.

Burbank Mayor Sharon Spring-
er said in a statement the order
was regrettable but necessary to
help safeguard the health and
safety of the community.

“This is a critical week, and we
can’t take any chances with any-
one’s health during this COVID-19
crisis,” she said. “We encourage
people to celebrate at home or
virtually with families, friends and
their worship groups.”

Despite the closures, residents
aren’t prohibited from engaging in
any outdoor activity, according to
a statement from the city. Individ-
uals and families can still go on
strolls through their neighbor-
hoods or bike rides, provided they
practice proper social distancing.

Closing the city’s parks has just
been one of several measures
Burbank has implemented re-
cently to help stem the spread of
the novel coronavirus.

Last month, the city issued a
new set of social-distancing rules
for essential businesses requiring
customers waiting in line to enter
a store to maintain a 6-foot buffer
from one another. Officials also
mandated that customers and
employees at the businesses wear
masks that cover the nose and
mouth.

Burbank also announced on
Thursday the automation of walk
signals at all of the city’s traffic in-
tersections, so pedestrians will no
longer have to press a button to
cross the street and potentially
transmit the virus.

The city has 96 confirmed cases
of the virus that causes COVID-19,
according to figures released on
Thursday by the L.A. County De-
partment of Public Health.

Of those cases, at least two peo-
ple have died from complications
caused by the virus. The deaths
were of residents at the Alameda
Care Center, which experienced a
surge in infections of the co-
ronavirus when 17 people tested
positive for it in late-March.

City parks
to close
for Easter
Residents are asked
to avoid gathering in
groups due to the
pandemic and instead
mark the holiday online.
BYANDYNGUYEN

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc

Starting on Friday, anyone who
works at or patronizes an essential
business within Burbank will have
to don a face covering that pro-
tects the nose and mouth.

It’s meant to help slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus as
well as protect employees and
customers at businesses that have
remained open during the pan-
demic including grocery stores,
laundromats, gas stations and
banks.

The newly issued mandate is
scheduled to remain in place until
Los Angeles County’s Safer at
Home Order expires. The county’s
order is currently set until April 19
but can be extended.

Burbank’s efforts follow similar
ones enacted by other municipal-
ities across California that have
asked residents to wear masks
when going out. Riverside County
issued an order for face coverings
last Saturday, while the city of L.A.
announced its mandate on Tues-
day, with Mayor Eric Garcetti call-
ing on Angelenos to “cover up,
save a life.”

Simone McFarland, a Burbank
spokeswoman, said in a state-
ment that businesses must pay for
and provide face coverings for
their employees.

“The face coverings should not
be medical-grade masks or N95
respirators, but should be fabric
coverings, such as scarves and
bandanna coverings or single-use
face-coverings,” she said.

Reusable face coverings must
be washed after each wearing, ac-
cording to McFarland.

Customers who do not wear a
face covering may be denied entry
into a business, and anyone found
violating the order may be
charged with a misdemeanor.

With face coverings in short
supply across the country, the

Officials
mandate
masks
in public
The order applies to
customers and workers
at essential businesses
open during the
coronavirus pandemic.
BYANDYNGUYEN
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While the novel coronavirus
has created a lot of uncertainty in
the world, employees at a Home-
town Buffet restaurant in Bur-
bank were certain their latest
paycheck would still be in their
bank accounts the next morning
— instead they awoke to find the
restaurant had reversed the de-
posits.

Roughly all of the 30 or so em-
ployees at the restaurant received
messages from their banks saying
their March 25 paycheck had
been rescinded by the company
without explanation.

Stephanie De La Cruz, a shift
manager at the restaurant, said
she talked to her general and re-
gional managers to get answers.
They assured her that the prob-
lem would work itself out in a few
days and they’d see the money
return.

More than two weeks later, the
employees have yet to be paid.

About a dozen employees
staged a protest on Wednesday in
front of the restaurant in the Em-
pire Center, demanding their
money.

The employees have been giv-

en false promises from the com-
pany and that “everyone’s telling
a different story,” De La Cruz
said.

“I want answers for my em-
ployees because it looks like they
have no respect for us and are
leaving us to fend for ourselves,”
she added. “The company should
be taking care of us.”

The Burbank restaurant was
not the only Hometown Buffet to
experience pay issues, with sev-
eral other locations in Southern
California reporting similar prob-
lems, according to employees at
the protest.

A representative for Hometown
Buffet said in an email the com-
pany was aware of the pay situa-
tion and is working to fix it as
soon as possible.

“In these troubled times, there
are errors and mishaps happen-
ing at many levels, including the
banking system,” according to
the representative.

The restaurant has temporarily
closed all of its locations since
March 22 in response to the co-
ronavirus outbreak.

Hometown Buffet is owned by
Texas-based Food Management
Partners, which was in the news

recently after another restaurant
chain it owns — Curry House —
permanently closed all its loca-
tions suddenly, leaving many of
those employees in the lurch.

In an internal email from Food
Management Partners’ payroll
department and shared by sev-
eral Hometown Buffet employ-
ees, the reason the company gave
for the paychecks being re-
scinded was because government
officials “made a call that impacts

all of us and the assistance that
they told companies they would
get, has not come through.”

The assistance mentioned in
the email alluded to the $2-tril-
lion coronavirus stimulus pack-
age President Donald Trump
signed last month that ear-
marked $500 billion in loans to
struggling businesses and anoth-
er $377 billion in loans and
grants for small businesses.

Food Management Partners

was working on securing alterna-
tive funding in order to pay em-
ployees, according to the internal
email.

However, the company’s assur-
ances haven’t been enough to
ease the anxiety of employees
like Mary Arev, who worked at the
Burbank location.

“Some of my co-workers
haven’t been able to pay their
rent and they live day-by-day
waiting for their paycheck, but
it’s never there,” she said.

Because of the pay issue, Arev
said she resorted to working for
Instacart in order to make ends
meet.

She also mentioned the em-
ployees have met with several
lawyers to see what options they
have in order to get their pay, but
no action has been taken yet.

“We just want our money
back,” she said. “Those hours
were worked, we put in the time,
so it’s ridiculous that they’re not
paying us.”

Times Community News pho-
tographer Raul Roa contributed
to this story.

Hometown Buffet workers picket after being left without pay
BYANDYNGUYEN

Raul Roa | Burbank Leader

HOMETOWN BUFFETwaitress Yadira Ugas holds up a sign in front of
the now-closed buffet restaurant at the Empire Center on Wednesday.

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc

Hollywood Burbank Airport is
consolidating operations to a sin-
gle terminal as travelers hit pause
on their plans and stay at home
because of the growing co-
ronavirus pandemic.

According to a statement from
airport officials, beginning at 6
p.m. on Friday all departures and
arrivals will now take place from
Terminal A. Signs will be posted
outside of Terminal B directing
passengers to the open terminal.

Ticket-counter and baggage
services, as well as security

screenings, have also been moved
to Terminal A as part of the effort,
according to the statement.

Lucy Burghdorf, a spokeswom-
an for the airport, said in the
statement that Hollywood Bur-
bank will continue to implement
any further changes to its opera-
tions as necessary during the
pandemic.

Although it’s usually more
peaceful than larger airports like
Los Angeles International, Holly-
wood Burbank has increasingly
become like a ghost town as the

virus continues its spread across
the country.

All seven airlines that fly out of
Burbank have either seen a de-
cline in the number of reserva-
tions since the beginning of
March or have plans to cut back
on the number of flights being
offered until the crisis is over, ac-
cording to previous reports.

Dwindling passenger numbers
have also prompted airport offi-
cials to close two parking lots and
its valet service.

The airport has also stepped

up its hygiene efforts, placing
hand sanitizer dispensers at
nearly every open corner and
walkway of the facility. Janitors
have started spraying down seats
in waiting areas with disinfectant
rather than wiping them down by
hand.

Increased safety protocols have
been implemented for all em-
ployees at the airport after a
ground-support crew member
tested positive last month for the
virus that causes COVID-19.

— Andy Nguyen

Airport consolidates operations as travel slows
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PINECREST
ROOFING

818-957-5238

Commercial &
Residential, Gutters

Lic. #564628/free est.

EMERGENCY PERMIT

Los Angeles Police Department
Forensic Science Division

1800 Paseo Rancho Castilla
Los Angeles, California 90032

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has issued
an Emergency Permit to Los Angeles Police Department Forensic Science
Division for onsite treatment of an expired chemical at 1800 Paseo Rancho
Castilla, Los Angeles, California 90032. The item to be treated includes four
containers of Picric Acid (50 grams, 125 grams, 500 milliliters, and 25 mil-
liliters).

The Clean Harbors Environmental Services company has been contracted to
conduct this treatment. The chemical is potentially reactive and unsafe for
transport in their present state. The treatment involves the addition of liquid
solution to the containers to stabilize the chemical. Once the chemical is
treated, it will be transported offsite for proper management. DTSC has de-
termined that the chemical poses an imminent and substantial endangerment
to human health and the environment if not properly managed. Therefore, an
emergency permit should be issued. This Emergency Permit is effective from
March 27, 2020 through May 26, 2020. The Emergency Permit includes mea-
sures to minimize any adverse impact to the community and the environment.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA): DTSC
has determined that the issuance of this permit is exempt from the require-
ments of CEQA and has filed a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the State
Clearinghouse. The Emergency Permit, NOE, Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment Forensic Science Division request for this project are available for re-
view at the file room located at:

DTSC Sacramento Regional Office
8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, California 95826
(916) 255-3758, call for an appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION: If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:

Vinke Menardo
Project Manager
Phone: (916) 255-6668
Vinke Menardo@dtsc.ca.gov

Veronica Villaseñor
Public Participation Specialist
Phone: (916) 255-3651
Toll-free (866) 495-5651
Veronica.Villasenor@dtsc.ca.gov

Barbara Zumwalt
Public Information Officer
Phone: (916) 445-2964
Barbara.Zumwalt@dtsc.ca.gov

The mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of
toxic substances by restoring contaminated resources, enforcing hazardous waste laws, reducing
hazardous waste generation, and encouraging the manufacture of chemically safer products.

Department of Toxic Substances Control April 2020

Public Notice

HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS may use the California Relay Service at 1-800-855-7100 or 711 (TTY).

www.calepa.ca.gov www.ca.govwww.dtsc.ca.gov

PIANO STEINWAY GRAND
Now is the time to reward
yourself with a fine Stein-
way grand piano.With a
beautiful natural hard-

wood case, this vintage 6’
instrument is a rare find
for a bargain price. Sell-
ing because of a death in
the family. $13,400. Call
now 805-878-6602

Musical Instruments/
Accessories

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

CLASSIFIED
It’s the solution you’re searching
for-whether you’re seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

Marilyn Strong
October 3, 1934 - April 2, 2020

Marilyn Strong of Burbank passed away Thursday, April 2
due to complications with Alzheimer’s Disease. Born in Los
Angeles, October 3, 1934, she was the daughter of the late
Kenneth and LaMee MacDonald. She was a member of the
United Methodist Church Choir for many years, the Burbank
United Methodist Players (BUMPS) and performed in
musicals with the Burbank & San Gabriel Civic Light Operas
and Glendale Centre Theatre. Before becoming a housewife
and mother, she worked for Los Angeles State College in the
office of Admissions and Records.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by

her husband John Strong and brother Kenneth MacDonald,
Jr.
She is survived by her three daughters Taylor Heston

(formerly known as Katthi Strong Jorgenson), Victoria Strong
Mohutsky, Elizabeth Strong, a brother George MacDonald,
two grandchildren, one great grandson and several cousins,
nieces and nephews.
A private family burial will be held at Forest Lawn, Hollywood

Hills on Monday, April 13

Laurence Hulley
October 7, 1942 - April 2, 2020

Laurence Hulley, longtime resident of Burbank, CA, passed
away in the comfort of his own home surrounded by family
after a short battle with Parkinson’s disease accelerated by
bacterial pneumonia.
Larry is survived by his wife Karen Hulley of 45 years, son

David Hulley, daughters April Brennan and Katherine Hulley,
and grandchildren Corey Hulley, Sophia Coffee-Hulley, and
Samantha Coffee-Hulley. Larry was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and friend to everyone.
A Memorial Service will be held after the threat of the

Coronavirus subsides at Forest Lawn Memorial Park
Hollywood Hills where he will be laid to rest.

ACROSS
1 Period of time
4 Small nails
9 Tearful request
13 Berry plant
14 Look for expectantly
15 Lion's cry
16 White __; termites
17 Wimp
19 Maui garland
20 Brief & to the point
21 Helpful prompts
22 Ironing or dusting,
e.g.
24 "For __ a jolly good
fellow…"
25 Loathsome
27 __ of; lacking
30 Bus station
31 Angry look
33 Elmo the Muppet's
color
35 "Doggone it!"
36 Prepare coffee
beans
37 Trick

38 "Ready, __, go!"
39 Water park
attraction
40 Sample
41 Michael or Diane
43 Colosseum victim
44 Noticed
45 Not smashed

46 In need of tidying
49 Dirties
51 Opening trio
54 Not __ to; unfamiliar
with
56 Wound with a
dagger
57 Pal

58 Kicking's partner, in
phrase
59 Egg producers
60 Partial amount
61 Famous
62 Linear measures:
abbr.

DOWN
1 Have supper
2 Look forward to
3 Positive reply
4 Narrow candles
5 Informed; cognizant
6 Trash barrels
7 Flying toy
8 Pigpen
9 Glorify
10 __ of pork; entrée
choice
11 Far __; China's
location
12 __ and crafts
13 Kilmer of "Top Gun"
18 Invitation info
20 Make much of;
promote
23 Give a __; care
24 Round up cattle
25 Bookie's concern
26 Bo, for one
27 Cause of distress
28 Ready to say "I've
had it!"
29 In a bad mood
31 Happy expression
32 "Put a __ on it!"; cry
to a windbag
34 Forest animal
36 Shine
37 Unusual
39 Sticks around
40 Keep __ on; watch
carefully
42 Take for granted
43 Shaped
45 Sifting device
46 Apple computers
47 Canyon sound
48 Bathtub ring, e.g.
49 Sing alone
50 Fail to include
52 Forbids
53 NBC competitor
55 Sunbather's goal
56 Introverted

THE DAILY COMMUTER PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

Answer to previous puzzle

Tribune Media
Services

Bert Ring

HOW TO GET PUBLISHED
Send letters to Mailbag, c/o Burbank Leader,453 S. Spring
St., Suite 308, L.A., CA 90013; fax to (213) 237-3135 or email
carol.cormaci@latimes.com. All correspondence must
include full name, hometown, mailing address, email and
phone number. The contact information is for verification
purposes only. The Leader reserves the right to edit for
content, length and clarity. Please keep letters to 275
words. Letters become the property of Times Community
News and may be republished in any format.

T rying to keep a busi-
ness afloat during
the coronavirus

pandemic is no laughing
matter, and yet, Barbara
Holliday, owner and man-
ager of Flappers Comedy
Club and Restaurant in
Burbank, is determined to
do both.

“We have
completely
reinvented
our entire
business

model — our
food service,

our shows, our stand-up
and comedy-writing classes
and workshops, everything
we do — just so we can
keep paying as many of our
51 employees as possible,”
Holliday said.

Determined to “keep the
laughter alive,” as she re-

peatedly said, Holliday has
established curbside take-
out food service, online
classes, comedy shows and
a Flappcast, a daily comedy
talk show she hosts that will
feature club headliners and
special drop-in guests,
which is available via its
YouTube and Facebook
channels.

Just prior to going live for

a recent Flappcast, the
evening’s featured comedi-
enne, Laura Hayden, called
Holliday “a sky catcher.”

“Barbara is an amazing
person,” Hayden said. “The
sky is falling, and she’s
running around determined
to do everything she can to
safely catch it.”

Along with trying to keep
people’s spirits up and her
business alive, Holliday has
also set up a pantry fully
stocked with food, personal
items and pet needs that is
available at no charge to
any of the club’s regular
employees and comedians
in need.

As she took her place in
front of her laptop, pre-
pared to dish out some
one-liners and laughs be-
fore introducing Hayden,
Holliday’s demeanor took
on an uncharacteristic
sadness for just a few mo-
ments.

“I have an employee with
two young children whose
wife has cancer. I have an
employee whose mother
was killed in a car accident
a few weeks ago, and anoth-
er who was diagnosed with
cancer herself recently,”
Holliday said.

“We have to do anything
and everything we can to
help them, and all of our
employees and comedians
during this time, many [of
whom] are really in dire
straits,” she added.

Listening to Holliday,
Hayden, who has incorpo-
rated jokes about the pan-
demic into her routine, said
she thinks that even during
this heartbreaking time, any
subject is fodder for come-
dy and that laughter must
be kept alive.

“George Bernard Shaw
said: ‘Life does not cease to
be funny when people die
any more than it ceases to
be serious when people
laugh,’” Hayden said.
“Laughter is healing, it
improves your attitude —
your mental and physical
health.”

Paul Moonjean, who
conducts comedy classes
and workshops for Flappers
University, agreed with
Hayden.

“By exaggerating and
making jokes about what
we are going through —
calling it the apocalypse —
we can laugh at it, and by
doing that, we can take
away its power and the

fear,” Moonjean said.
“It has always been the

comedians who have kept
things in perspective and
given us hope during diffi-
cult times. Think of Hamlet.
When he finds the skull of
the jester, Yorick, he speaks
fondly of the admiration he
had for him and lauds him
for the merriment he
brought,” he added.

Moonjean said he will
continue to teach all of the
university’s classes online
via a Zoom link and will
also be offering private
sessions led by some of
Flappers’ top instructors
and headliners.

As Holliday sat on the
stage in the club’s main
showroom, waiting for the

countdown to start her
show, she looked around
the empty room.

“They say comedy clubs
are not an essential busi-
ness,” she said with a shrug.
“I say we are — that laugh-
ter is essential. There’s no
reason to live without
laughter, and we have to
keep it alive,” she added.

For more information
about the services, shows
and classes Flappers is
offering, visit Flappers
Comedy.com or Flappers
University.com.

ON THE TOWN | DAVID LAURELL

Keeping comedy alive

DAVID LAURELL writes
about the social scene in
Burbank. He can be reached
by email at dlaurell@aol.com
or (818) 563-1007.

David Laurell

BARBARA HOLLIDAY is determined to keep laughter alive
during these difficult days by hosting a daily online show.

Staples and 350 hot spots
from Saturn Wireless, a
company working with a va-
riety of school districts
nationwide.

The total price for tech-
nology racked up to about
$300,000. The Chuck Lorre
Family Foundation donated
a $75,000 grant to cover
some of the costs and the
rest of the amount was fi-
nanced with Measure S
bonds.

Hill said district officials
are hoping state, federal and
foundation funding will cov-
er technology expenses and
are grateful for the partner-
ship with the Chuck Lorre
organization.

Although hot spots were
purchased through Saturn
Wireless, the district was
able to enter into a month-

to-month agreement with T-
Mobile. Hill estimated the
deal saves about $200,000.

“We are currently the only
company nationwide with
inventory of hot spots,
which are in huge demand
currently but the supply is
extremely low,” said Manika
Sood, founder and chief
executive of Saturn Wireless.

“As you know, every
school, government agency,
hospital and corporations
need hot spots in order to
set up Wi-Fi for the remote
set-up for their students or
employees,” Sood added.

For most students in the
Burbank Unified district,
distance learning will entail
interacting and completing
assignments through
Google Classroom. The last
day of instruction on the
district’s online school cal-
endar is listed as May 21.

Continued from page A1
STUDY

vera.castaneda@latimes.com

Centers for Disease Control
has provided guidelines
that can be found online
on how to make masks at
home, both through
sewing and non-sewing
methods.

Burbank has also issued
a call for volunteers to help
sew homemade coverings
that the city will collect,
sanitize and distribute to
those in need of protection

such as essential workers
and senior citizens.

The DIY coverings can
be dropped off at the Bur-
bank Recycle Center, 500 S.
Flower St., from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturdays.

Masks will be accepted
until April 30, and the cen-
ter can be contacted at
(818) 238-3900 for more in-
formation.

Continued from page A1
MASKS

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc
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Cedars-Sinai Cancer Care Available In Tarzana

The cancer experts you trust,
now closer to you.

Cedars-Sinai is bringing comprehensive cancer care right to your neighborhood.
Now, getting the care you need is more convenient than ever with medical oncology,

radiation oncology, surgical oncology and imaging all under one roof.

1-800-CEDARS-118133 Ventura Blvd, Tarzana cedars-sinai.org/valley

Most insurance plans accepted. ©
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Sports

Local athletes and sports
programs were dealt a dev-
astating blow last month
when all athletic practices
and events were postponed
in the wake of the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

In the midst of social dis-
tancing, the call for a ban
on large-group gatherings
and stay-at-home warn-
ings, some athletes contin-
ued to work out and stay in
shape in hopes the spring
high school season would
be reinstated at a later date.

Unfortunately, as the
COVID-19 epidemic contin-
ued to grow and the num-
ber of infected increased,
the possibility of resuming
the spring campaign drew
dimmer by the day.

Those fears were realized
when the CIF, the governing
body of high school sports
in the state, made the deci-
sion to cancel the remain-
der of the spring sports sea-
son.

That decision was deliv-
ered in a statement April 3
by CIF Executive Director
Ron Nocetti.

“Based on the recent
statements issued by Gov-
ernor [Gavin] Newsom and
State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Tony
Thurmond, regarding
schools turning to distance
learning for the remainder
of the 2019-20 school year,
the California Interscholas-

tic Federation (CIF) does
not see an avenue for the
spring sports season to
continue,” the statement
read. “As such, in consulta-
tion today with the 10 Sec-
tion commissioners, the
decision has been made to
cancel spring Section, Re-
gional, and State Champi-
onship events.

“We understand this is
disappointing for everyone
involved in education-
based athletics and empa-
thize with our student-ath-
letes and all who are im-
pacted by the COVID-19
outbreak. As always, our
top priority is everyone’s
ongoing health and safety.”

The decision to cancel
the spring sports season
has been devastating news
for players and coaches. It
has become a lost season
for many and will likely
spell the end of the playing
careers for many seniors
who will not compete in
college.

Lincoln Melcher was in
the midst of his sophomore
year with the Burroughs
High boys’ golf team when
the season came to a halt.
He was looking to add to a
successful freshman cam-
paign with the Indians.

A year ago, Melcher, who
has verbally committed to
UCLA, finished second in
the Pacific League.

Melcher then experi-
enced impressive results in
Southern California tourna-
ments. He finished his sea-

son at the CIF/Southern
California Golf Assn. South-
ern California Boys’ Cham-
pionship, tying for 25th
with a two-over-par 74 at
Brookside Golf Course No. 1
in Pasadena.

“I’m trying to stay pos-
itive about the whole cur-
rent situation,” said
Melcher, who also takes
part in Southern California
PGA Junior tournaments,
which have also been
halted. “Everyone else is
going through the same
thing, so there are certain
things you can do to get
ahead and conditioning is
definitely one of the ways.
Also, I set up a net in my
backyard, I’ve been hitting
balls every day and I have a
putting mat in my room
that I use.

“It’s tough right now, but
this is the right thing to do.
It’s just disappointing be-
cause we felt we had a good
team this year and we had a
good chance at playing for

a league title.”
Providence High baseball

coach Mando Contreras
said he feels for the players
who have seen their season
come to a crashing halt. But
he is trying to help his play-
ers through the tough time
and has an ingenious idea
to salute his seniors.

“The guys who have been
on varsity for four years and
have grinded and worked
hard to get to this point, it’s
especially tough for them,”
Contreras said. “They have
seen other players get hon-
ored the past few years in
our senior game, and they
won’t be able to experience
that. ...I feel for them. But at
the same time we know
shutting things down now
is the right thing to do.

“But actually we have this
thing going with my
coaches and I, where we
want to honor those seniors
and host their senior night
next year, maybe during
their winter break or first

year of college. We said we
are going to do something
for them, whatever it is,
maybe have a game in
spring that instead of an
alumni game we have a re-
turning senior game. We
will get it down for them.”

One athlete who has
been maintaining a work-
out regimen during the
shutdown is Burbank high
distance runner Victor Goli,
a senior. He and a group of
Bulldogs athletes kept up
their training in hopes the
track and field season
would resume.

Goli was looking to make
nose in track and field after
he and a talented group en-
joyed a wealth of success in
the fall during the cross-
country campaign. He
helped lead the Bulldogs to
a fifth-place finish in the
Division I boys’ race at the
CIF State Championships,
the best finish in program
history.

In state competition, Goli
improved 20 spots in the fi-
nal mile to place 14th in 15
minutes, 20.7 seconds.

He was looking to trans-
late that success in track
and field and hoped to de-
fend his Pacific League title
in the boys’ 3,200 meters
(9:26.23).

“It’s just really tough right
now,” said Goli, who re-
cently committed to Cal
State Northridge. “We had a
talk with coach [Kathryn]
Nelson at the beginning of
this and it’s ironic that two
days before this co-
ronavirus outbreak hap-
pened we were talking
about the track season and
how well we were going to

race the mile and the 3,200
and planning things out.
Then two days later, every-
thing got canceled.

“We have been working
out so that we would be
ready if the season started
up again. We wanted to stay
optimistic about the pos-
sibility. We thought we were
still going to have CIF and
maybe [the] Arcadia [Invita-
tional]. But when they post-
poned the Olympics, we
knew they weren’t going to
keep CIF. That’s tough.”

Keith Knoop is a former
longtime football coach
who now serves as athletic
director at Burroughs High.

Knoop said while the
cancellation of spring
sports is a big loss, the stop-
page might also bleed into
the fall campaign.

“You feel bad for all the
people who have put all the
hard work in,” he said.
“From my perspective, and
I’ve been doing this for a
long time, sports is such a
small thing compared to
what’s going on globally. It’s
all unfortunate, but it is
something that we have to
do right now because the
more important thing is
you want to come out of
this thing alive.

“Things are changing
within the hour with this
thing. So, we don’t know
what to expect in the fu-
ture. Some people are talk-
ing about how this might
affect football and the
sports in the fall ... We have
a new football coach who
hasn’t even met with his
team in person yet and we
don’t know when he will be
able to do that.”

CIF cancels athletics for spring season

Tim Berger / Burbank Leader

THE SOFTBALL FIELD at Olive Park is deserted after
spring sports were canceled because of COVID-19.

Area players, coaches, administrators
react after high school sporting events
shelved amid coronavirus concerns.

BY JEFF TULLY, CHARLES
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