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JUDITH
ARANDES,
executive director
of the Burbank
Housing Corp.,
talks with
colleagues at her
retirement party at
Gordon Biersch
in Burbank on
Thursday. Arandes
is retiring after 21
years of
community
service.

After 21 years of working to cre-
ate safer neighborhoods and
more affordable housing in Bur-
bank, Judith Arandes, executive
director of the nonprofit Burbank
Housing Corp., told a crowd of
about 100 people Thursday night
that she’s ready to pass the baton.

“I didn’t even know I knew so
many people,” Arandes said as
she scanned the outdoor patio at
the Gordon Biersch restaurant in
downtown Burbank, where her
retirement party was held.

Although Arandes said her fare-
wells on Thursday, she will be
with the Burbank Housing Corp.,
or BHC, on a part-time basis until
early February before retiring for
good.

Throughout the night, Arandes
shook hands or hugged people
who she has either worked with
or who has had an effect on her
over her two decades of service to
the community.

She received multiple honors at
the gathering, including a joint
commendation from state Assem-
blywoman Laura Friedman (D-
Glendale) and state Sen. Anthony
Portantino (D-La Cañada Flint-
ridge) recognizing Arandes for her
tireless efforts on the affordable-
housing front.

Over her two decades with
BHC, Arandes helped establish
322 affordable housing units in
the city for low-income residents,
veterans and victims of domestic
violence.

This past November, the non-
profit completed its Fairview Cot-
tages project, a three-unit apart-
ment complex at 2300 N. Fairview
St. geared toward extremely low-
income residents.

“While we were doing what we
were doing, it never felt like it was
a job,” she said after several
speeches were made.

“I just felt like it was the time to
focus on affordable housing for
the city of Burbank. There were

too many people working in the
city that were not affluent that
had no decent place to live. It felt
good being able to make a little
dent in that,” she added.

Arandes was hired by BHC in
1999 after working on affordable

housing and community devel-
opment for the city of Bellflower.

She said her move from the
public to the nonprofit sector was
based on her wanting an oppor-
tunity to tackle the lack of afford-
able housing head on without

having to go through the intrica-
cies of city government.

“It was a huge risk, but I was at-
tracted to the idea of making
something from scratch,” Arandes

Arandes is retiring after 21 years with Burbank Housing Corp.
Executive director of the nonprofit draws accolades
from peers, state officials at a gathering Thursday.
BYANTHONY CLARK CARPIO

See Arandes, page A3
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J osh Fryday and Josh Lord wound
their way through the hills of Bur-
bank by car on Tuesday with a

mission: to count the city’s homeless
population.

The men were just two of the 50 vol-
unteers who fanned out across the city
as part of the Greater Los Angeles
Homeless Count, an annual three-day
effort coordinated by the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority to docu-
ment the county’s homeless popula-
tion.

Last year’s count saw 58,936 home-
less people living in Los Angeles
County, a 12% jump from the 52,765
documented in 2018.

Burbank saw its own homeless

population dramatically increase by
around 40%, increasing from 203 peo-
ple in 2018 to 286 people last year.

Both Fryday and Lord had come
down to Burbank from Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s office to join the tally and get
an on-the-ground look at the county’s
efforts to confront homelessness.

“Dealing with the homeless crisis in
California is one of the governor’s top
priorities,” said Fryday, who works as
California’s chief service officer.

“And one of the most impactful
things to do is to take part in these
point-in-time counts of the homeless
population,” he added.

After driving up and down neighbor-
hoods for several hours and scouring
Brace Canyon Park, Fryday and Lord
came up empty in finding anyone to

count.
That’s not to say there weren’t home-

less people in other parts of the city.
The results of the count won’t be

known until sometime in late May or
early June.

The numbers will let officials know
not just if homelessness has worsened
in the county over the past year but
what kind of social services and pro-
grams will be needed to help get peo-
ple off the streets.

Marcos Gonzalez, housing devel-
opment manager for the city’s commu-
nity development department, said a
majority of homeless people in the area
are locals, either to Burbank or the
county, with only a sliver coming from

Tim Berger | Burbank Leader

JOSH FRYDAY, who works as California’s chief service officer under Gov. Gavin Newsom, joins the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority’s annual count of the county’s homeless population, checking a restroom in Brace Canyon Park in Burbank.

Volunteers fan out to
track the city’s homeless
BYANDYNGUYEN

See Track, page A3

The “Yes on Measure I” campaign
steering committee has built a physical
presence in Burbank, with the opening
of a new office.

Measure I is a proposed parcel tax
with a 10-cents-per-square-foot annual
fee for property owners to generate $9.1
million for the district on an annual ba-
sis for 12 years. The new measure comes
after a similar proposed parcel tax,
called Measure QS, failed to pass by 938
votes last year.

Amy Kamm, vice president of the
Burbank Council PTA, is volunteering
on the campaign committee and was
involved in backing Measure QS.

“I think that everyone was a little bit
in shock that QS didn’t pass. There was
a lot of momentum behind it,” she said.
“We had a very short turnaround from
the time that the school board an-
nounced the desire to place Measure QS
on the ballot and when it was actually
on the ballot. So it was really tight. It
took a ton of volunteers to even get as
far as we did and it still just wasn’t
enough.”

This year, Kamm said the campaign
has more time and is able to plan better
outreach in the community.

“We’ve had a wonderful response
from the community. We literally are
running out of lawn signs, getting dona-
tions daily. It’s been a totally different
feel,” Kamm said.

Measure I gained early support from
the Burbank Council Parent-Teacher
Assn. and the Burbank Teachers Assn.
after the board of education agreed to
place a new measure on the March 3
ballot.

The office’s opening drew community
members, parents, teachers, school ad-
ministrators and institutional support
from elected officials like Burbank May-
or Sharon Springer, Vice Mayor Bob

Supporters
of BUSD
parcel tax
open office
They hope outreach will
change voters’ minds in the
coming March election after
last year’s failed Measure QS.

See Office, page A2

BY VERA CASTANEDA

Glendale officials have taken a
first step toward banning flavored
vaping and e-cigarette products
locally, joining a growing number
of cities that have passed or are
working toward similar bans.

On Tuesday, Glendale City
Council members voted unani-
mously to draft legislation ban-
ning the products.

“I don’t think we should wait
until something catastrophic hap-

pens,” said Councilwoman Paula
Devine, citing studies that re-
ported use was growing among
young people.

Although Councilman Vrej Aga-
janian initially proposed taking a
wait-and-see approach while
more research goes forward, he
ended up voting to draft the ban.

In a follow-up interview, Agaja-
nian said he supported the direc-
tion, adding, “Young kids are dy-

ing from the products.”
In October, Burbank adopted a

ban prohibiting the sale of fla-
vored tobacco products with
some exceptions. The same
month, Los Angeles County
adopted a similar ban that applies
to those living in unincorporated
areas. Los Angeles is in the midst
of crafting its own ban. Pasadena
city staff members are currently
drafting a report on the issue for

its City Council members to re-
view.

State-level action has also been
initiated. This month, California
legislators introduced a measure
that would ban all flavored to-
bacco products, taking a harder
line than the federal government
and many municipalities.

Concern over the relatively new
products spiked in August and
September, after a string of deaths

from lung disease tied to vaping
came to light and seized public
attention.

“We’re in the middle of a moral
panic, and good public health
policy rarely grows out of moral
panics,” said Gregory Conley,
president of the American Vaping
Assn., who opposes bans on vap-
ing products.

Glendale follows Burbank’s lead in targeting vaping
City leaders agree to draft legislation banning flavored products, citing reports some say are misleading.BY LILA SEIDMAN

See Vaping, page A3
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Public Notice
Proposed Project at
2900 N. Naomi St.

What is this?
This notice is to let you know that the City of Burbank
Planning Board will be holding a public hearing to
consider an application for a Conditional Use Permit
for the property located at 2900 N. Naomi St. As part
of the Project, the proposed tenant (Superior Roman
Shades) requests to operate a warehouse facility that is
residentially adjacent. There will be no alterations
made to the exterior of the building under this permit.
The subject property is in the M-1 (Limited Industrial)
zone.

This project has been determined to be Categorically
Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) under CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(a)
pertaining to minor interior alterations to existing
facilities.

How do I find out more or participate?
• Call the project planner, Lucia Hwang,
at 818-238-5250

• Email the project planner at:
lhwang@burbankca.gov

• View documents related to this project at the
Planning office at 150 N. Third Street,
Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to Noon
and by scheduled appointment from
1:00 to 5:00 PM.

• Attend the Planning Board Public Hearing to
Discuss the project onMonday, February 10,
2020 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held
in the City Council Chambers in City Hall at
275 E. Olive Avenue in Burbank.

Notice: Pursuant to Section 65009 of the State of
California Government Code, if you challenge the
proposed project in court, you may be limited to raising
only those issues that you or someone else raised at the
Planning Board public hearing described in this notice,
or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning
Board at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Dated: January 25, 2020
Project No. 19-0004106

Burbank Planning Division
http://www.burbankca.gov/departments/community-
development/planning
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CLASSFIEDS

ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE

OF NAME
CASE NO.

19BBCP00495
Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):
Gina Marie Thomas
1040 N Evergreen St,
Burbank, CA 91505
TO ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED:
Petitioner Gina Marie
Thomas filed a petition
with this court for a
decree changing names
as follows:
Present Name
Gina Marie Thomas
Proposed Name
Jenna Marie Thomas
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name
should not be granted.
Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
file a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
at the hearing to show
cause why the petition
should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: January 31, 2020
TIME: 8:30 A.M.
DEPT: A
ROOM:
The address of the
court is: SUPERIOR
COURT OF CALIFORNIA
County of Los Angeles
300 E. Olive, Burbank,
CA 91502 A copy of this
Order to Show Cause
shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: December 23,
2019
Sherri R. Carter
Executive Officer/ Clerk
of Court
Published in the The
Burbank Leader 1/4,
1/11, 1/18, 1/25

Name Change
ACROSS
1 Sonny & __
5 Biting critters
9 Uniquely shaped
fruit
13 __ meringue pie
15 Neighbor of Ecuador
16 Cooking herb
17 Give a speech
18 Went in again
20 Morning hour
21 Actress MacGraw
23 Long Island & Puget
24 Shade of pink
26 "Peter, Peter,
pumpkin eater, __ a
wife..."
27 Walks off with
29 Disavow, as a
relative
32 __ out; eradicated
33 Pass out
35 Haw's partner, in
phrase
37 As strong __ ox
38 Flat-bottomed boat

39 Shabby nightclub
40 Holey fabric
41 Pack animals
42 Web surfer's stops
43 Shrink back in
horror
45 Baffling questions
46 Actor Linden

47 Tree with needles &
cones
48 "They're __
running!"; racetrack
shout
51 Bullring shout
52 Lubricate
55 French, Italian &

Ranch
58 Gravy
60 1/24/20, for one
61 Slangy reply
62 Elephant teeth
63 Hauled into court
64 Mardi __
65 Door unlockers

DOWN
1 Blood __; thrombus
2 In this place
3 Set free
4 Decompose
5 Spring month
6 Behold
7 Prefix for pay or teen
8 Daylight
9 Artificial
10 Bring home
11 Elderly
12 Cincinnati team
14 Crept up on
19 Drink to
22 __ Cruces, NM
25 __-minded; willing to
reconsider
27 Long-necked
waterbird
28 More perceptive
29 Uses a shovel
30 Melania's home
31 Adamant refusal
33 Autumn
34 Come-as-you-__
party
36 Soldiers' meal
38 Edifice
39 Compact __; CD
41 __ and groans;
complains
42 Achiest
44 Ran after
45 Companion
47 __ heart; gets
discouraged
48 Likelihood
49 Wiesbaden wife
50 Celebration
53 Distasteful
54 More or __;
approximately
56 And not
57 Student's avg.
59 Bird that swims

THE DAILY COMMUTER PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

Answer to previous puzzle

Tribune Media
Services

The exhibit showcases
artwork by instructors at
the center who teach pot-
tery, painting, jewelry-mak-
ing and weaving.

For more information,
visit bit.ly/2Npi99Z.

Bet Tzedek Legal Serv-
ices will give a presentation
about protecting against
elder abuse at 1 p.m. on

Tuesday, Feb. 4 at the Joslyn
Adult Center, 1301 W. Olive
Ave., Burbank.

This presentation costs
$2 without a Burbank sen-
ior activity card. For more
information or to sign up,
call (818) 238-5353.

Author Sam Wasson will
speak with Howard “Hawk”
Koch Jr., the first assistant
director for the movie “Chi-
natown,” at 7 to 8:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, Feb. 12, at
the Buena Vista Branch Li-
brary.

The “Instructors Exhib-
it” will be on display
through Jan. 30 at the Betsy
Lueke Creative Arts Center,
1100 W. Clark Ave., Bur-
bank.

Calendar
Highlights from

around town

The Lone Ranger ... No,
not the TV show. This is a
lonely doggie drifter
looking for something
more than a solitary life.
Kitbull is a stray 3-year-
old pit bull who found
his way to the Burbank
Animal Shelter, and now
this tail-wagging wan-
derer is ready for a fresh
start.

At the shelter, staff and
volunteers have observed
that he’s very sweet. He
lacked parental guidance
during his earlier jour-
neys, so he’ll need an ex-
perienced owner.

He seems to be potty-
trained and has adjusted
well to living indoors. Kit-
bull really wants to fit in
with the crowd, so a
meet-and-greet is a must.

We think he might get
along with female dogs,
and he could do well with
kids as long as they’re
older. We know he’ll
make a good hiking part-
ner — a nice change from
walking the streets.

We’d love to see Kitbull
(A089378) get back on his
paws. We’re sure he’ll be a
loyal, dependable com-
panion.

To view pets, visit
thevbas.org.

The Burbank Animal
Shelter is located at 1150
N. Victory Place. Call
(818) 238-3340. Open 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. Closed
major holidays.

Adoption fees: dogs,
$125/$90; cats, $85/$50;
bunnies, $30. Prices in-
clude spaying or neuter-
ing, vaccinations and mi-
crochip. Lower prices ap-
ply to previously altered
animals.

PET OF
THE DAY

Frutos, state Sen. Anthony
Portantino, teachers associ-
ation president Diana
Abasta, Supt. Matt Hill and
the entire Burbank Unified
school board.

Springer spoke during
the public-comment por-
tion of a Burbank Unified
meeting on Jan. 16 to en-
dorse Measure I.

“World-class cities de-
serve, should have, must
have world-class schools,”
she said. “And Measure I
will have dedicated funding
for that.”

Springer said that for a
Los Angeles Unified teacher
to come work in Burbank, it
would require a 30% pay
cut.

Joel Schlossman, a
speaker holding a sign
reading “no parcel tax” at
the meeting, said the cost
of living is high and wages
are low in general. He de-
scribed the parcel tax as “a
kick in the groin” and
teachers as having many
job perks.

In response to public
comments, Hill said Mea-
sure I is important for Bur-
bank Unified and there
needs to be a healthy con-
versation about it.

Hill clarified details
about some of the job perks
Schlossman mentioned.
While Schlossman said
about 90% of the parcel tax
money would go to teach-
ers’ pay raises, Hill said
about “42% to 47% of Mea-
sure I will go to recruiting
and training employees.”

Burbank Unified town
hall meetings about the
school district’s budget and
Measure I are scheduled for
Jan. 27 and Feb. 13 at 7 p.m.
in the cafeteria at Jordan
Middle School, 420 S. Mari-
posa St., Burbank.

The campaign office, lo-
cated in the Burbank
Teachers Assn.’s head-
quarters at 3021 W. Burbank
Blvd., will be open every
weekend through election
day on March 3.

Continued from page A1
OFFICE

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
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MessineoMasonry
Brick, Block, Stone, Paving Stones,
Concrete, Stapmed Concrete,
Driveways, Patios, Walls, ect.

Lic#506075 call for free estimate

818-767-1318
Messineo Masonry & Concrete

Www.messineomasonry.com

O n Oct. 23, 2019,
during the Burbank
State of City Address

and Luncheon, then-May-
or Emily Gabel-Luddy
stated, “I would like people
to redouble their pride in
the city of Burbank, which
is a world-class city. We
have really lifted ourselves
up in a way that has us at
the head of any city in this
country.”

In a separate video, she
emphasized defining
“world-class” characteris-
tics where businesses are
booming in Burbank
thanks to innovative high-
tech jobs, imaginative
studios and more. These
high-tech jobs require
innovative, evolving, high-
tech education and cur-
ricula, and that is the re-
sponsibility of our schools
to prepare the future work-
force but that involves
money Burbank Unified
School District does not
have.

Very often, I hear from
Burbank parents that one
of the main reasons they
live or work in Burbank is
because of our schools.
This choice is not only
beneficial to our schools
but also to Burbank busi-
nesses and to the overall
health of our city’s econo-
my.

Unfortunately, many of
our current/future teachers
and staff are leaving Bur-
bank or will not move to
Burbank because of the
rising cost of living. Still,
the reality of the matter is
that we are losing many
current and future great
teachers and staff at alarm-
ing rates to neighboring
cities and districts, causing
a devastating impact on
the overall health of our
schools and, ultimately,
our city.

Our current school dis-
trict’s fiscal woes are not
due to the district’s lack of
frugality. The district has
pinched and stretched
every dollar, and it contin-
ues to do so. The reality is
that state and federal fund-
ing does not provide
enough to maintain a
high-quality education.

Burbank Unified School
District receives the lowest
amount of local funding
per student of the local
districts. When you com-
bine local and state fund-
ing, BUSD is second to last.
The $574 less per student it
receives (when compared
to Glendale Unified) equa-
tes to $8,861,986 based on
enrollment as of Aug. 26,
2019.

Our parents, teachers
and community’s valiant

efforts to support our
schools are commendable,
going as far as saving sev-
eral teaching positions,
even only if for a year,
through fundraising ef-
forts. Since we can no
longer rely on state and
federal funding alone, our
community has deter-
mined that to continue
meeting all the educational
needs of all the district’s
students we need our
Measure I to pass.

Yes, in the wise words of
our mayor, “We have really
lifted ourselves up,” but I
hope that we do not forget
that despite all the chal-
lenges, one of the reasons
Burbank has and contin-
ues to “lift itself” is be-
cause of the all the support
and sacrifices our teachers,
parents and residents have
made — and continue to
make — for our children.
They support our schools
and choose to work/live in
Burbank, despite all the
challenges and changes,
while donating their time
and hard-earned money to
support our schools, some-
times having to work two
or more jobs.

To maintain and grow a
world-class city, we need a
world-class school district!
I am confident that all
Burbank residents will
stand united behind Mea-
sure I. For the sake of our
children, our schools, our
beloved city and our 8-
year-old son. To learn
more about the measure,
please visit yesforburbank
schools.com.

COMMENTARY | DR. ARMOND AGHAKHANIAN

DR. ARMOND
AGHAKHANIAN is the
president of the Burbank
Unified School District Board
of Education.

On becoming a world-class
city and school district

said. “When I joined,
BHC was barely starting,
and we built it up to
where it is now. That was
fun for me.”

Taking over the reins
when Arandes leaves will
be Sylvia Moreno, the
nonprofit’s senior project
manager.

Moreno has worked
alongside Arandes for 18
years and said during her
speech Thursday that she
and BHC would not be

where they are today if it
wasn’t for Arandes’ efforts
and passion to create af-
fordable housing.

“You’re my family away
from home, and you’ve
cultivated in me a belief
that I could be successful
at both,” Moreno said, re-
ferring to Arandes. “You
always gave 100%
whether it was at work or
in your home life ... BHC
is a success because of
you.”

Continued from page A1
ARANDES

anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio

According to Conley, the
bans will do nothing to stop
the sale and consumption
of illegal vaping products,
including THC products,
that he said research has
shown to be behind many
of the illnesses.

The Center for Disease
Control, or CDC, recently
released data showing that
80% of reported vaping ill-
nesses involved THC prod-
ucts, said Bradley Calvert,
Glendale’s assistant director
of community devel-

opment, in a report to the
city. He also referenced the
potential harmfulness of
black-market products.

Conley, who is based in
New Jersey, said vaping
helped him quit smoking
cigarettes, a frequent argu-
ment made in favor of the
products.

He said he founded his
pro-vaping advocacy group
six years ago because he
was “alarmed” by efforts by
public-health groups to ban
what he claims helped him
improve his health.

A 2015 CDC study
showed that most adults
over 25 years old using vape

products had used nicotine
previously, Calvert said in
his report.

When it came to youth,
40% had never been regular
smokers and many had ne-
ver used nicotine at all, ac-
cording to his report citing
the same study.

In November, the Glen-
dale Unified School District
filed a suit against e-ciga-
rette maker Juul, following
similar action by the L.A.
Unified School District and
L.A. County and state offi-
cials.

Continued from page A1
VAPING

lila.seidman@latimes.com
Twitter: @lila_seidman

out of state.
He said the city tries to

reunify some of the out-of-
state people with their fam-
ilies and added that one of
the city’s main focuses has
been moving its unshel-
tered homeless population
into interim housing.

“We have been able to
provide housing and serv-
ices through Measure H
and through our own appli-
cation for housing vouch-
ers,” he said. “This may
have contributed to some
of the numbers or lack of
them we’ve been experienc-
ing tonight.”

Measure H is a county-
wide quarter-cent sales tax
approved by voters in 2017
and projected to raise
roughly $355 million annu-
ally over a 10-year period
for homeless programs. In
2018, the city received
about $77,000 from the
measure.

Burbank has its own
three-year homeless plan,
outlining the different
short- and long-term solu-
tions the city can imple-
ment to deal with home-
lessness.

One change the city is
eyeing in terms of housing
is establishing some kind of
shelter program. Gonzalez
said officials previously at-
tempted to bring in a win-
ter-shelter program around
2010, but they were unsuc-
cessful.

“We’re looking at doing

something where it’s not
just a winter shelter but a
year-round program,” he
said.

Although the desire for
sheltering the homeless ex-
ists in Burbank, Gonzalez
said the biggest hurdles the
city faces are financing the
project and the developing
the political will to get it ac-
complished, “not just from
our elected officials but also
the community.”

Gonzalez said because
the city does not receive di-
rect funding allocations to
build many of the neces-
sary homeless programs
and services, it has to com-
pete with other municipal-
ities for funding.

However, simply moving
homeless people into hous-
ing isn’t going to solve the
problem and won’t be easy
even if funding became
available.

Kiara Banks, director of
programs at the homeless
services organization As-
cencia, said the homeless
person needs to have the
desire to move off the
streets.

Because a lot of the
population has been
chronically homeless for
years, some people might
not be necessarily ready to
transition and wouldn’t
“even know what the nor-
malcy of living in a house
or apartment is like,” ac-
cording to Banks.

“We don’t want to press
on them that they have an
issue and need to fix it right
now,” she said. “We do it at
their own pace so that they
can have the dignity of
making that decision them-
selves when they’re ready.”

Continued from page A1
TRACK

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc

Tim Berger | Burbank Leader

A GROUP OF volunteers returns to Burbank’s community
services building after a night of counting the city’s
homeless population on Tuesday.
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O P E N H O U S E
@ Incarnation, Glendale
Sunday, January 26th, 10 am - 1 pm

www.incaschool.org
(818) 241-2269

Glendale, CA
123 West Glenoaks Blvd.

Incarnation Parish School
Preschool | TK | K-8th Grade

Incarnation Parish School is a Catholic
preschool and TK-8th Grade elementary
school serving Glendale and the foothill
communities. We are a community of

faith focused on growth and excellence.
All are invited to tour our campuses,

meet our students, faculty, and parents.
Visit our science lab, library, and view

our amazing art show.

The Glendale Commu-
nity College baseball team
seeks to embrace upcom-
ing challenges in its quest
to defend its Western State
Conference champi-
onship.

A key element in main-
taining the back-to-back
conference champion’s
brand of baseball and suc-
cess will be the team’s mix-
ture of a new pitching core
and a group of returning
position players.

The Vaqueros are com-
ing off a season in which
they reached the California
Community College Ath-
letic Assn. Southern Cali-
fornia Regionals and fin-
ished with a 30-17 overall
record and a 15-5 mark in
conference.

This year, however, the
Vaqueros will run into new
conference opponents af-
ter the division’s realign-
ment as the Western State
Conference East and South
Divisions have merged.

“Based on my percep-
tion of it, I think it’s going
to be really, really strong,”
Glendale second-year
coach Alex Kocol said. “If a
state champion came out
of our conference this year,
I don’t think anybody
would fall out of their
chairs. I think our confer-
ence can send four teams
into the playoffs. It’s going
to be a really strong year
for baseball in our area
and the state in general.”

Glendale will be paired
with old foes Bakersfield,
L.A. Mission, L.A. Valley
and West L.A. Last season,
Bakersfield was crowned
the Western State Confer-
ence South Division cham-
pion.

Also included in the mix
is El Camino College. The
Warriors defeated the Va-
queros in the CCCAA
Southern California Sec-
tionals last season, 14-2
and 7-3.

“We’ve had success in
that alignment as well, but
it’s going to be a different
type of season,” Kocol said.
“It’s not going to be where
you have to win 18 or 19
games to win conference.
Fourteen games might win
conference and that’s what
it used to be where every-
one’s beating up on each
other and it’s very close.

“We think we’re going to
be one of the better ones
in the state, definitely in
the top five.”

Among the returning
group of infielders are sec-
ond-team all-conference
honorees Hans Seo,
Sammy Martinez and St.
Francis graduate Christian
Muro. The Vaqueros
should also greatly benefit
from returning first base-
man and gold glove recipi-
ent Casey Slattery, who led
the team in runs batted in
last season and was
drafted by the New York
Mets in the 38th round
(1,138 overall) of the 2019
Major League Baseball
Draft.

The Harvard-Westlake
High product hit .325 (54
for 166) with 45 RBI, 38
runs, 12 doubles and eight
triples. Slattery, who spent
last year as a redshirt
freshman after transferring
from University of Califor-
nia, earned all-conference
second-team accolades.

Kocol will also have re-
turning all-conference
first-team outfielders Alex
Mills and Trent MacKin-
ney, who was also be-
stowed second-team
Southern California-
American Baseball
Coaches Assn./Rawlings
All-Region honors. MacK-
inney led the team after
hitting .430 (64 for 149),
drove in 29 runs, scored 47
runs, collected 10 doubles
and knocked four home
runs.

“On paper, we have
enough to win a state
championship,” Kocol
said. “The expectation is
that we’re going to be in
the postseason and that
we’re going to go really,
really deep. I’m not afraid
of telling you that that’s
one of the goals. … I ex-
pect to get there this year
than any other year. We
should get that far.”

At catcher will be new

addition in Glendora High
grad Emiliano Gonzalez.
The Vaqueros will also
have versatile infielder
Artin Biageyian out of Ag-
oura.

“From a position stand-
point, we’re going to be
able to do a lot of the same
things we do a lot of things
we did last year,” Kocol
said. “We had a really his-
toric season, offensively.
Obviously, conference is
going to be a little bit dif-
ferent, but we hit in the
postseason, at least until
we got to El Camino. That
side of it is a less of a con-
cern. The pitching is going
to be all brand new.”

The starting pitching
crew has plenty of new
faces, but returning to the
staff are right-handers
Reece Matheisen, Gui-
llermo Pinedo, Trevor Hoff,
Ethan Durant, and Cres-
centa Valley High graduate
Luke Hempel.

“It’s unproven,” said Ko-
col of his pitching core. “It
could be really talented.
Guys are working really
hard, but the question will
be can they produce. And
they will produce eventu-
ally. It’s just a question of
when.”

The new pitching addi-
tions Kocol has high hopes
for are left-handers Brent
Chavez and Tobias Plotkin,
a Village Christian gradu-
ate. Right-handers include
Niko Khoury, Aaron Suval,
Burroughs graduate Julian
Jaramillo and St. Francis
graduate Aaron Treloar.

“We got guys who had
incredible careers that
are gone, but those guys
also developed,” Kocol
said. “Those guys also
came in at one point and
we took their lumps with
them. They achieved, and
that’s where we are with
this group and this group
may be better than any
group we’ve had on the
mound.”

GLENDALE COLLEGE BASEBALL PREVIEW

Vaqueros prepared to
defend conference title

File Photo

CASEY SLATTERY, left, and Trent MacKinney are two
key returners this season for Glendale college.

Glendale looks to
blend fresh
pitching core with
experienced lineup
to vie for third
straight title.

BY VINCENTNGUYEN

GLENDALE — Although the Bur-
roughs High boys’ basketball team
possessed a size advantage over Hoo-
ver, the Tornadoes’ speed frustrated
the Indians in the opening quarter of
their game Friday.

Hoover’s pressure forced seven Bur-
roughs turnovers in the first quarter to
keep it at a three-point margin at the
end of the quarter.

However, the Indians hit their stride
from three-point range in the second
quarter and the their defense came
alive in the third to set up a lengthy
lead.

With the help of a strong defensive
third quarter, Burroughs muscled its
way to a 52-31 Pacific League victory
on the road.

“Our biggest thing we were trying to
do today was limit [Hoover senior De-
rik Eliasi] and make sure we did our
job, defensively, which we did,” Bur-
roughs coach Allan Ellis said. “They
had a really low-scoring game. I know
when they played Arcadia, they put up
72 points, but we wanted to make sure
they wouldn’t score as easily.

“Offensively, we have to take better
care of the basketball, but we got into
a better flow in the second half and
what we tried to accomplish on that
side of the floor.”

Though Hoover had seven steals in
the first half, Burroughs outre-
bounded the hosts, 20-9, in that span
to take a double-figure lead at the half.

“We just didn’t execute on offense
— simple as that,” Hoover coach Jack
Van Patten said. “I thought, defen-
sively, we were OK, except when their
big guy hurt us early. But if you can’t
make shots, you can’t win. We missed
layups early on and our three-ball
wasn’t going. Too many shots we
missed.”

Indians center Corwin Smith led
the way with 20 points, seven re-
bounds and three blocks and senior
Carson Cardenaz recorded 13 points,
six rebounds and seven assists.

The Indians (16-7, 5-5 in league)
were without starting senior Emery
Goulet, who suffered a concussion on
Monday in a nonleague game and had
to sit out against the Tornadoes.

Hoover senior Derik Eliasi scored 11
points and grabbed six steals in the
first half and finished with eight steals.

Hoover’s defense held its own in the
first quarter, recording seven steals,
four from Eliasi, to trail Burroughs,
11-8, at the end of the quarter.

Burroughs’ size advantage was ap-

parent in the opening quarter, as the
offense filtered under the post to
Smith, who finished with six points in
the quarter.

Hoover’s pressure carried onto the
second quarter, as Eliasi stole pos-
session and scored in transition to cut
the Burroughs lead to 14-10.

After Smith put the Indians ahead,
16-10, with a basket at 5:03, the visitors
knocked down four three-pointers to
end the half on a 14-3 run and a 28-13
lead.

The Indians collectively went five
for nine from three-point range in the
second quarter, as Evan Zamora and
Cardenaz finished with six points in
the quarter.

“I think we just had to wake up,”
Cardenaz said. “Coach called a time-
out and we were talking. Things went
well after that. We just needed to take
care of the ball and value the basket-
ball more.”

The Indians held the Tornadoes (3-
18, 0-10) to just a pair of free throws in
the third quarter to take a 40-15 lead
at the end of three. Hoover’s only
points came from a trip to the line by
Diego Swingler with 53.5 left.

“We didn’t run the offense really
well,” Van Patten said. “Now guys are
forcing stuff and it snowballed.”

Burroughs benefited from six points
from Smith in the quarter to take the
25-point lead at the break.

“We were trying to limit [Eliasi’s]
touches” said Ellis of his team’s third-
quarter defense. “We knew he was
their main guy, so we were denying
him and putting a lot of pressure on
him, sending some doubles at him.
That kind of disrupted their offense,
I’m assuming, so that helped us get
stops.”

Indians win battle
Boys’ Basketball: Although
Hoover plays well in early
going, Burroughs has
rebounding edge on way to
52-31 Pacific League win.
BYVINCENTNGUYEN

Tim Berger | Burbank Leader

BURROUGHS’ CARSON CARDENAZ
drives to the basket against Hoover.

GLENDALE — The Glen-
dale Community College
women’s basketball team
eyed their 18th straight vic-
tory entering their Western
State Conference game
against a tough opponent
in Antelope Valley on
Wednesday.

The Vaqueros held their
own after a challenging first
quarter and led by 10 points
midway in the fourth quar-
ter. But Marauders made a
scoring run and erased the
deficit to tie the score with
two minutes remaining.

However, with 3.7 sec-
onds left, Glendale sopho-
more Penelopi Trieu found
sophomore Tess Oakley-
Stilson open in the post,
and the La Cañada High
graduate put up a teardrop
game-winner to give the
Vaqueros a 52-50 confer-
ence victory at home.

“We just relied on our de-
fense,” Oakley-Stilson said.
“We knew, eventually, shots
would fall. Our team is very
defense-oriented. We just
knew we had to get some
stops, we need to get in a
rhythm and just try and
pull it out.”

The Vaqueros’ 18-game
winning streak is tied with
Mount San Jacinto College
for the state’s longest run.

Glendale’s (18-1, 5-0 in con-
ference) only loss of the
year came in a nonconfer-
ence season opener on Nov.
7 against Merced, 70-60.

“I think they do have the
mentality that they can pull
through,” Glendale coach
Joel Weiss said. “Our de-
fense was not what we
would like in the fourth
quarter, but give them cred-
it for playing with energy
and making some shots.

“I thought we showed
unbelievable poise in the
last possession. We got to
our spot. We made good
plays, and Penelopi found
Tess, who hits her second
one going to the basket
with under a few seconds
and scoring. Credit Tess for
a big-time play.”

Marauders freshman
Niyah Page hit three
straight three-pointers to
put Antelope Valley (8-11,
3-2) within five, 43-38, with
6:39 left in the fourth quar-
ter.

The Vaqueros answered
back, and a three-pointer
from Trieu set up a 48-38
lead with 5:50 to go.

Back-to-back threes from
the Marauders started an
8-0 run for the visitors that
saw the Vaqueros lead
dwindle to 48-46 with 4:13
left.

A pair of free throws from

Glendale High graduate
and Marauders sophomore
Andrea Cruz tied the game
at 48 with 2:07 remaining.

With 1:10 left, a jumper
from Oakley-Stilson put the
Vaqueros ahead, 50-48, but
the Marauders tied it again
moments later on a basket
from sophomore Kianna
Cross.

After a Vaqueros timeout
with 11.6 remaining, an in-
bound pass from Vaqueros
freshman Vicky Oganyan to
Trieu chewed up most of
the clock until the sopho-
more handed it off to Oak-
ley-Stilson for the game-
winner.

Oakley-Stilson scored six
points in the fourth on her
way to 12 points, while
Trieu handed out seven as-
sists. Vaqueros freshman
Jada Aldana led the team
with 14 points and
Oganyan, a Glendale High
graduate and current Bur-
roughs High girls’ coach,
finished with 11 points, five
rebounds and five assists.

The Vaqueros main-
tained most of the pos-
session in the opening
frame, but had trouble pen-
etrating in the paint.

However, Glendale was
able to hold on to a 9-6 lead
at the end of a hotly con-
tested quarter and led at
the half, 26-16.

GCC extends state-best win streak
Women’s Basketball: Vaqueros earn 52-50 Western State
Conference victory over Antelope Valley with late game-winner.
BY VINCENTNGUYEN
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