Arcadia douses Burroughs
water polo hopes in Pacific
League Tournament final

Is your sentence in a
subjunctive mood?
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Writing
a new
chapter
for the
library

School
board
OKs
layoffs

FORMER TEAM MEMBERS, OFFICIALS HONOR MIKE KODAMA

Members make
‘heartbreaking’ vote
to cut about 28
positions by the
end of school year.

Workshops draw
community input
on what a new
Central Library
should look like.

BY VERA CASTANEDA

screenplays that have depth and
offer social commentary, filmmakers today are focused on doing
well at the box office and having
little substance.
“I don’t think they make movies
anymore,” Wasson said. “I think
they make very expensive television.”
The only way that former quality
of filmmaking can return, Wasson
said, is through educating students
at an early age to be mindful of
what they are creating and to give
meaning to their work.
Hubert Kozak, a librarian with
the Burbank Library, said Thursday he hopes people who attend
the event next Wednesday walk
away with a greater understanding
of how films are created.
The librarian added that many
Burbank residents are interested in
learning about the lore of a par-

About 28 full-time employees will be laid off at
the end of the school year
after the Burbank Unified
Board of Education voted
unanimously Thursday to
take the cost-cutting measure.
Positions recommended
to be eliminated include,
but are not limited to, elementary music teachers, elementary physical education teachers, special education teachers, single-subject teachers (in English,
art, social science and
math), program specialists,
an elementary assistant
principal and a counselor.
The corresponding reductions in cost, estimated
at $2.65 million, would help
address a budget deficit, according to the district’s report.
Burbank Unified anticipates a structural deficit of
$3.2 million for the 2020-21
school year and a larger
deficit in the following year
“due to lack of funding
from the state, grants and
declining enrollment,” according to the report.
“These are positions on
here, but these are people. I
know each of them by
name,”
said
Sarah
Neimann, the Burbank
Unified assistant superintendent of human resources.
Although the board voted
in favor of the layoffs, they
also agreed it was a heartbreaking choice for students, teachers and the
community.
“I’m so sorry,” school
board member Steve Ferguson said to the people affected. “Hopefully we have
an outcome where this isn’t
necessary. But we either
have this or we have no
school district.”
He added, “This is quite
possibly the worst vote you
can make as a board member.”
His board colleague Roberta Reynolds noted the
district is a “business
whose resources are made
up of people, and the only
significant way to reduce
expenses is to reduce [the
number of] those people.”

See Author, page A3

See Layoffs, page A2

BY ANTHONY
CLARK CARPIO
The Burbank community is being asked to brainstorm features and amenities they would like to see
in an updated version of
the city’s Central Library.
Burbank library officials
are ramping up efforts
once again to breathe life
into the nearly 57-year-old
facility after decades of inaction. Although library officials are seeking input,
the city has yet to develop
or approve such a project.
On Thursday, two community workshops were
held at the facility, during
which library staff asked
attendees to provide their
input on several topics, including the types of spaces
and gathering areas inside
and outside the library,
what kind of technological
services should be offered
and the types of books that
should be stocked on its
shelves.
Garret Morberg-Nguyen,
10, of Burbank, said his vision for a new Central Library would include indoor

A LARGE GROUP of former players were among the attendees Thursday at Memorial Field at a tribute for former
Burroughs High boys’ soccer coach Mike Kodama. Kodama headed the Indians program for 30 years before having to
step down prior to the 2019-20 campaign because of health reasons.

BURBANK CITY
COUNCILWOMAN
Emily Gabel-Luddy,
and Vice Mayor Bob
Frutos read from a
proclamation for
former Burroughs High
boys’ soccer coach
Mike Kodama, left,
during Thursday’s
tribute to him at
Memorial Field.
For more coverage,
turn to Sports, A4.

Photos by
Miguel Vasconcellos

See Library, page A2

Author dives into the lore behind ‘Chinatown’
BY ANTHONY CLARK CARPIO

Courtesy of Flatiron Books
AUTHOR SAM WASSON will
speak about his book at the Buena
Vista Branch Library on Feb. 12.

Author Sam Wasson is not shy
about saying that no one makes
great movies today, and he lays out
his case in his latest book.
“The Big Goodbye: Chinatown
and the Last Years of Hollywood” is
a deep dive into the talent and the
drama behind the movie “Chinatown,” a film that many consider
to be one of the greatest films of all
time.
Wasson will be at the Buena
Vista Branch Library in Burbank,
300 N. Buena Vista St., at 7 p.m. on
Feb. 12, along with Howard Koch, a
former president of the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and Roman Polanski’s first assistant director on “Chinatown.”
They’ll discuss the screenplay for
that film and talk about how movies were made in the 1970s.
During an interview Tuesday,
Wasson said he considers “The Big

Goodbye” his eulogy to the old
Hollywood, when, he maintains,
studios took chances on their actors and developed profound
screenplays that meant something.
Wasson said filmmakers working during the era when “Chinatown” was made had the opportunity to practice their craft and got
better with each movie that they
created.
“Hollywood used to make great
movies, and it’s not nostalgia, it’s
fact,” he said. “Even if you divorce
the aesthetics from it, the means of
production was much more efficient, and for that reason alone it’s
worth looking back on and saying
we have something to learn.”
Wasson sees movies as a medium that poetically tell a story
through sound and images and
engages the audience to pay attention. He said that quality is lacking
in films today.
He said instead of developing

Burbank officials consider raising development impact fees
The hope is collected
fees would address
the city’s long-term
infrastructure needs.
BY ANTHONY CLARK CARPIO
Burbank officials are considering changing the city’s development impact fees to better address the ways new projects affect
infrastructure and services.
The City Council held a study
session Tuesday on the matter
and discussed how much they
should raise such fees without
scaring away future residential or
commercial developments.
Beverly Wong, a senior administrative analyst for Burbank, went
over the findings of a study that
calculated the maximum fee the
city could charge developers
based on several categories, including existing and estimated future population figures, workforce

Courtesy of the city of Burbank
OFFICIALS ARE weighing raising development impact fees. A rendering shows the LaTerra Select project.
size and new capital improvement projects that may be
needed, to name a few.
Wong reported the city could
charge impact fees of $5,316 per
unit for new single-family homes
and up to $4,184 for every unit in

a multifamily project.
In comparison, Burbank currently charges $2,854.05 for each
new single-family home and
$2,111.65 per unit for a multifamily residence.
On the commercial side, the

study determined the city could
charge up to $3.18 per square foot
for a retail space, $5.26 per square
foot for offices and $3.18 per
square foot for a warehouse or industrial project.
The current city rates per

square feet for retail, offices and
warehouse projects are $0.95,
$1.80 and $0.85, respectively.
The study also suggested charging developers up to $7,497 for a
new single-family home and
$3,332 per unit of a multifamily
dwelling as a fee for transportation.
Burbank currently does not
charge developers impact fees for
transportation.
The fees collected from these
projects, Wong said, go toward
funding the necessary improvements to community facilities,
such as police, fire, library and
parks, as well as transportation
infrastructure that are projected
to be affected when the developments are completed and active.
Wong added that city staff is
considering charging a fee for impacts on information technology
See Fees, page A3
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PET OF THE DAY
Park is a very sweet, spry
11-year-old pit bull who is
looking for a new home.
He’s low-maintenance and
low-key. He’s good on-leash
and easy to walk. He likes to
go hiking and loves to smell
and dig up the dirt and grass
as he goes. He also enjoys
playing with and fetching
balls.
At home, Park is a wonderful dog to have
around. He needs to be the only pet, and
kids in the household should be older
ones. He likes to stay close to you and

Calendar

Highlights from
around town
The California Telephone Access Program will
host an event at 9 a.m. on
Friday, Feb. 9, at the Joslyn
Adult Center, 1301 W. Olive
Ave., Burbank.
A representative from the
program will be at the center to provide individuals
with information about
how to get a free phone
based on eligibility.
This event costs $2 without a Burbank senior activity card.
For more information or
to sign up, call (818) 2385353.

LAYOFFS

Continued from page A1

“Public education is the
crown jewel, in my opinion. It’s the equal opportunity for every single student,” said Diana Abasta,
president
of
Burbank
Teachers Assn., during the
public comment portion
of the school board meet-

loves to have his back
rubbed.
Adopt Park (A086510).
To view pets, visit thevbas
.org.
The Burbank Animal
Shelter is located at 1150 N.
Victory Place. Call (818)
238-3340. Open 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Closed major holidays.
Adoption fees: dogs, $125/
$90; cats, $85/$50; bunnies, $30. Prices
include spaying or neutering, vaccinations
and microchip. Lower prices apply to previously altered animals.

The Burbank Tournament of Roses Assn. will
hold a dine-out fundraising
event from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at Bob’s
Big Boy restaurant, 4211 W.
Riverside Drive, Burbank.
Proceeds from the event
will go toward building Burbank’s 2021 Rose Parade
float. A copy of the flier can
be found at burbankrose
float.com.
For more information,
visit bit.ly/2GQAo4D.
Author Sam Wasson will
speak with Howard “Hawk”
Koch Jr., the first assistant
director for the movie “Chinatown,” from 7 to 8:30
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 12,
at the Buena Vista Branch
Library, 300 N. Buena Vista
ing.
Neimann said the resolution “is the first required
document and this only
touches half of what we are
looking at in terms of
budget cuts.”
About 25 to 30 classified
employee layoffs will be
announced in March and
April.
vera.castaneda@latimes.com

General
Announcements

on the
web!

www.glendalenewspress.com
www.burbankleader.com

CLEAN OUT
YOUR
HOUSE
WITH A
GARAGE
SALE!
TO
ADVERTISE
GO TO
timescommunityadvertising.com

The Burbank African
Violet Society will host its
monthly meeting at 10 a.m.
on Thursday, Feb. 20, at the
Little White Chapel, 1711 N.
Avon St., Burbank.
Guest speaker Stephen
Covollo, judge and club
member, will give a presentation about “Learning All
About Hybridizing Your African Violets.”
For more information,
call (323) 236-0104 or visit
bit.ly/2RjfG3b.

THE DAILY COMMUTER PUZZLE
By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

61 Trick
62 Hudson's
namesakes
63 __ sail; leaves shore
64 Make a tiny cut
65 Buzzers

ACROSS

1 Here to __; permanent
5 Classic Pontiacs
9 Blueprint
13 No-no
15 Hilarious person
16 Freeway division
17 Love in Paris
18 Audacity
20 Sawyer of fiction
21 Fissure
23 Drinking spree
24 Furious
26 Flying mammal
27 Bulldog or boxer
29 Abnormal tissue
growths
32 Last name for 2 U.S.
presidents
33 "I've got __ that
jingle, jangle, jingle..."
35 Skelton or Buttons
37 Teases
38 Disdain
39 Game of chance

DOWN

Answer to previous puzzle
40 Internet giggle
41 Square or triangle
42 Actor Willem
43 Nose cartilage
45 Man-__; dangerous
beasts
46 Tupperware top

47 More rational
48 __-on; intermittent
51 Boat used for towing
52 Flow back
55 Persevering effort
58 Comedian Kovacs
60 Word of disgust

LIBRARY

Continued from page A1
and outdoor spaces where
people, including those in
his age range, could hang
out and socialize.
“It should be better than
just the same library that
we see that’s mostly just a
space for books and computers,” Garret said. “It
definitely should have a
space where you can just
relax and immerse yourself
into a book or to do homework.”
Karen Morberg-Nguyen,
Garret’s mother, said she
would be happy to see the
Central Library upgraded
with better amenities, but
she struggled with the idea
of starting from scratch.
She said she loves the
building’s classic exterior
and she would be more inclined to support a project
that updated the interior
over flattening the site and
constructing
something
new.
“It’s got a great design to
it and maybe you could expand it so it has an outdoor
area,” Karen Morberg-Nguyen said.
Burbank resident Teresa
Green said she was also on

PUBLIC NOTICE

the fence about tearing
down the Central Library
and having it rebuilt, and
she shared the same admiration for the building that
Karen
Morberg-Nguyen
has.
However, Green noted,
building a brand-new facility would allow the city to
incorporate new features
that they would otherwise
be unable to at the current
site, like additional parking
or an outdoor space.
She said she’d be open to
having a new Central Library being built and repurposing the current facility to another community-oriented use.
“I cringe at the thought
of them tearing it down,
but at the same time if they

AVAILABILITY FOR REVIEW: PROPOSED
UPDATES TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN
FOR THE SECTION 8 HOUSING CHOICE
VOUCHER PROGRAM AND THE PUBLIC
HOUSING AGENCY (PHA) FIVE YEAR PLAN
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2020-2025 AND RELATED
BURBANK HOUSING AUTHORITY PUBLIC
HEARING

The Burbank Housing Authority is soliciting public
review and comment on the proposed PHA Five Year
Plan for Fiscal Years 2020-2025, in compliance with
the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act of
1998 (QHWRA), the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) Rule (24 CFR Part 903 and
982.54), and Public and Indian Housing (PIH) Notice
2000-43. The Burbank Housing Authority will also
consider changes to the Administrative Plan. The PHA
Five Year Plan and draft Administrative Plan will be
available for public review beginning Monday,
February 10, 2020.
The PHA Five Year Plan is a planning document which
describes the mission of the Burbank Housing
Authority in serving the needs of low-income and
extremely low-income rental assistance program
participants in the City of Burbank. The Five Year
Plan must be available for public review, and
comments on the Plan are requested and encouraged.
Housing Authorities are also required to adopt a written
Administrative Plan that establishes local policies and
procedures for administering the Section 8 Program in
accordance with HUD regulations and requirements.
The updated Administrative Plan with proposed
changes, along with the proposed 2020-2025 PHA Five
Year Plan for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
Program are available for public view at:
Burbank Housing Authority
150 N. Third Street, 2nd Floor
Burbank, CA 91502
During office hours of: Monday – Friday between 8:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Or on-line at www.burbankca.gov.
Written comments should be mailed or emailed to:
City of Burbank
Community Development Department
Burbank Housing Authority
150 N. Third St.
P.O. Box 6459
Burbank, CA. 91510
Attn: Maribel Leyland, Housing Authority
Manager
E-mail: mleyland@burbankca.gov
The City of Burbank Housing Authority hereby
gives notice that the proposed PHA Five Year Plan
for Fiscal Years 2020-2025 will be considered for
approval at a public hearing of the Burbank
Housing Authority Board on Tuesday, March 31,
2020 at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the
matter may be heard, in the Council Chambers, at
275 E. Olive Ave., Burbank, California. ALL
INTERESTED
AGENCIES,
GROUPS
OR
INDIVIDUALS who wish to be heard on this matter
are invited to attend this public hearing and speak
to the Housing Authority Board at the time and
place stated.
Publish Dates: February 8, 2020 and
February 12, 2020

1 "Now!" in the ER
2 __'-shanter; Scottish
cap
3 Revolting
4 TV's "Mad About __"
5 Bellyache
6 Allen or Daly
7 "Alley __"
8 Hardheaded
9 Good & __; licorice
candy
10 Terra firma
11 Suffix for avoid or
allow
12 __-do-well
14 Heart & kidney
19 Passes out cards
22 Suffix for liquid or
consul
25 Tire centers
27 Rob Reiner's dad
28 Foreign farewell
29 Untainted
30 First choice
31 Hombre's title
33 Ponzi scheme
34 "__! Goes the
Weasel"
36 Mothers of fawns
38 Trembles
39 Actress Mulgrew
41 Beekeeping danger
42 Peril
44 Makes braids
45 __ de cologne
47 Difficult to climb
48 Beat the __; succeed
when not expected to
49 Blaze
50 Driver's woe
53 Two-wheeler
54 Nickname for
Elizabeth
56 Convent resident
57 Series for Jorja Fox
59 Rip off

Tribune Media
Services

REAL ESTATE

CLASSFIEDS

★Poetry Book★
“Move Over Shakespeare
Tales From The Baron”
★Order on Amazon Now★

St., Burbank.
The event will also have a
question-and-answer segment, and the movie “Chinatown” will be screened.
For more information,
visit bit.ly/2v7ckaS or call
(818) 238-5620.
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built the new one not too
far from here, it would be
nice, too,” Green said. The
Central Library was built in
November 1963 and was
then considered a major
upgrade over the city’s
original
Main
Library,
which was a fraction of the
size, according to the Burbank Library’s website.
However, the last time
the Central Library saw
some kind of update was in
1992, when the interior received a new coat of paint
and new carpets, said Elizabeth Goldman, Burbank’s
library director.
She added that talks
about upgrading the Central Library date back as far
as 1989, when the city created a facility’s master
plan.
The city was close to renovating the facility in 2003
when Burbank voters approved Measure L, a bond
that authorized the use of
$14 million if the city received matching grants
from the state.
However, Burbank’s application for that funding

was denied, and the ballot
initiative fell by the wayside.
After hearing the ideas
the attendees shared on
Thursday, Goldman said
she feels more confident
about the likelihood of a
project coming to fruition.
“I’m grateful that we
have a community that will
participate in a process like
this to help us create
something really great,”
she said.
Those who did not participate
in
Thursday’s
workshops can still provide
the Burbank Library with
their input.
Through the end of
March, people can visit
burbanklibrary.org to fill
out an online survey on the
matter.
Additionally, the Central
Library, located at 110 N.
Glenoaks Blvd., will have a
kiosk where people can
submit their suggestions
and comments in person.
anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio
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A WORD, PLEASE
JUNE CASAGRANDE

When it’s ‘if I
were’ instead
of ‘if I was’

“I

f there
were a
Form 3,
you would have
already filled it
out.” Reader Jessica
had a question about
a sentence like this. The
speaker already knew
about a Form 1 and a
Form 2. The existence of
Form 3, however, was
hypothetical. So, Jessica
wanted to know, is that
“were” correct? Or should
it be “was”?
There’s a one-word key
to finding the answer:
subjunctive. That’s the
term for the grammar
dynamic that determines
whether “was” or “were”
is best here. Armed with
that one little word, you
can research the issue
and arrive at an answer.
But Jessica already knew
that. She Googled “subjunctive” and still
couldn’t figure out what it
meant for her sentence.
“I haven’t been able to
find any examples on the
internet about ‘if there
were ...’ Only examples of

means it’s possible).
In the present
tense, the subjunctive applies to
all verbs, and you
form it by replacing
the conjugated verb with
the “base form” of the
verb.
Compare “Zach locks
up the office at night”
with “It’s crucial that
Zach lock up the office at
night.” “Locks” is the
conjugated form. “Lock”
is the base form. And by
putting “it’s crucial” at
the head of our sentence,
we’re creating a statement of necessity that
triggers the subjunctive
mood.
Using the subjunctive,
by the way, is usually
optional. There’s no rule
that says you have to use
it. The term is just a way
of understanding why we
are sometimes inclined
to say “if I were” instead
of “if I was.”
So, going back to Jessica’s original question:
Does having “there” as a
subject have any effect
on the subjunctive? The
“there” in that sentence is
a little confusing because
“existential there” has a
way of turning a sentence
on its head.
Compare “A man was
spying on you” to “There
was a man spying on
you.” In the first, we have
a simple subject-verb
relationship in which the
doer of the action, the
man, is the subject of the
verb, “spying.” But in the
second, the grammatical
subject of the sentence is
“there.” It’s the subject of
the verb “was.” The doer
of the action hasn’t
changed. It’s still the
man. But the grammatical subject has. It’s now
“there.”
Using existential there
is easy if you don’t think
about it. Native speakers
understand you have a
choice of “a man was
spying” or “there was a
man spying.” Whichever
better captures your
emphasis and works with
the meter of your sentence is fine.
Existential there has no
special rules when it
comes to the subjunctive.
Just as “he was” becomes
“he were” in the subjunctive, “there was” becomes
“there were.” So the answer to Jessica’s question
is that “were” is the correct choice. Form 3’s
existence is purely hypothetical, so the subjunctive would be “If there
were a Form 3.”

Using the
subjunctive,
by the way,
is usually
optional.
There’s no rule
that says you
have to use it.
“If he/she/it were ...”
In other words, “there”
is complicating the question of whether the verb
should be “was” or
“were.” But does the
“there” really affect the
verb? In this case, no. But
it’s good to understand
both dynamics, the subjunctive and something
called “existential there,”
to work all this out.
The subjunctive mood
refers to sentences that
express wishes, suppositions, statements of necessity, demands and
other “contrary to fact”
statements. “If he were
taller” is an example of a
contrary-to-fact subjunctive. He’s not taller. He’s
as tall as he is. So this is
subjunctive.
Compare that to “If he
was being honest, you’ll
get all your money back.”
In this case it’s possible
he was being honest.
Time will tell. So it’s
called “indicative,” which
for our purposes just
means “not subjunctive.”
The difference is reflected in the verb. In the
past tense, the subjunctive applies only to the
verb “be,” and it’s formed
by replacing “was” with
“were.” “If he were being
honest” (which means he
wasn’t) versus “If he was
being honest” (which

•
POTS-PANS-DISHES

Continued from page A1
infrastructure.
Burbank’s development
impact fees were first established in 1993 and have incrementally gone up to reflect the cost of living in the
city, said Simone McFarland, assistant community
development director of
economic
development
and housing.
The study also determined Burbank’s current
development impact fees
for residential projects were
considerably lower than
what neighboring municipalities like Glendale and
Pasadena charge developers.
Glendale
currently
charges $21,828 for a new
single-family home and
$18,751 per unit for a multifamily project, fees that go
toward park and library improvements. Like Burbank,
Glendale currently does not
charge transportation impact fees.
Pasadena charges two
fees
for
single-family
homes and multifamily
dwellings.
For single-family houses,
Pasadena charges $25,800
to address city park needs
and $9,228 for impacts on
transportation. That city

AUTHOR

Continued from page A1
ticular film and about the
arduous process of putting
a movie together, especially
given their hometown’s
prominence in the industry.
“I’m not trying to put on
programming at the library
that shows so much the
technical aspects of filmmaking, but rather generally what it takes to make
them,” Kozak said. “It
seems to me that making a
film ... is a minor miracle.”

JUNE CASAGRANDE is a
grammar columnist and the
author of “The Joy of
Syntax: A Simple Guide to
All the Grammar You Know
You Should Know.” She can
be reached at
JuneTCN@aol.com.
•

anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio

FURNITURE

•

TV’S

AMERICAN WAY THRIFT STORE
“Best Thrift Store in Burbank”

Introducing Student Discount Days

•

*
30-50%
off
Mondays and Fridays
Used Merchandise Only

(With Valid School ID) *Except Current Tags and Codes

Cannot be combined with any other offers. Excludes precious metal jewelry. Offers expires 4/31/20

30% to 50% off

30% to 50% off

On all used merchandise
for senior citizens (Over 50)

On all used merchandise

SHOES

Every Wednesday

Every Saturday
& Sunday

•

LAA7669717-1
17-1

OPEN
7 DAYS

•

ANTIQUES
QUES

1220 West Magnolia Blvd (Corner of N. Mariposa St.)
(818) 841-6013

•

BOOKS

CLOTHING

•

APPLIANCES

•

FURS

FEES

RADIOS

CLOTHING

•

Bert Ring

Open: Mon - Sat 9:00am - 7:00pm Sun 9:00am - 6:00pm

•

TOYS

•

KNICK-KNACK

•

JEWELRY

•

also charges $20,201 per
unit for multifamily projects, which also goes
toward parks, and $3,573
per unit as a transportation
fee.
Wong told the City Council that members need to
carefully consider how
much they want to raise the
fees, as charging the maximum amount could discourage developers from
considering Burbank for
their projects.
Additionally, Wong said
the council members need
to factor in the impacts increased fees can have on
the developer incorporating
community benefits into
their project.
A recently approved development that city staff
will be studying is the
LaTerra Select Burbank
mixed-use project, which
incorporated about $33
million in community ben-

efits by way of the construction of a new park, a
public elevator that would
connect two streets and the
repaving of the surrounding streets.
“If the city increases [development impact fees],
consequently community
benefits requests will need
to decrease or the project
will become economically
infeasible,” Wong said.
As city staff prepares for
another study session on
the topic for a future council meeting, Vice Mayor
Bob Frutos asked staff to
detail the improvements
that were funded by development impact fees over
the last five years.
Noting residents are wary
of big developments like
the LaTerra Select project,
Frutos said it would help
people understand where
the impact fees go and
what they can’t be used for,

as well as the community
benefits that may be derived from a given project.
“I’d really like to be able
to learn and get educated
about exactly what public
benefits were generated
from these projects,” Frutos
said.
The vice mayor added
that development impact
fees should not be raised
just for the sake of approving more projects to collect
funds.
“I’m proud that we as a
council are really about
building better neighborhoods,” Frutos said. “I don’t
ever want to be like Glendale and just build and collect money. I want there to
be deep thought on any
project that’s moving forward.”
anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio
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Burroughs
surges past
Burbank

Girls’ Basketball: Indians receive 28
points from Boulanger to defeat
rival Bulldogs, 59-26, in Pacific
League finale to finish second.
BY KEVIN COLINDRES

Photos by Miguel Vasconcellos
FORMER BURROUGHS HIGH boys’ soccer coach Mike Kodama speaks to attendees during Thursday’s tribute.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO
A BELOVED COACH

Mike Kodama, who
coached the Burroughs
boys’ soccer team for three
decades before having to
step away this season,
honored at Memorial
Field ceremony
BY JEFF TULLY

C

oach, friend, mentor, colleague.
Mike Kodama has meant
a great deal to many who
have come in contact with him during his three decades heading the
Burroughs High boys’ soccer program.
After leading the Indians to multiple league championships, CIF
Southern Section appearances, including one trip to a final, and helping develop thousands of athletes,
Kodama had to step away from his
coaching duties prior to the 2019-20
season because of health issues.
A group of individuals who owe
Kodama a deep gratitude, others who
admire him and some whose lives
have been touched by the coach,
came together Thursday to say
thank-you.
Following the final regular-season
match against rival Burbank, a tribute was held for Kodama at a place
where many of his finest moments in
coaching took place — Memorial
Field.
In attendance were former players,
some from as far back as Kodama’s
first season in 1987, opposing
coaches, Burroughs coaches and
administrators, friends, family and
city dignitaries. Kodama was presented with a City of Burbank procla-

SOME OF THE former Burroughs High athletes who have played for Mike
Kodama over the years gather for a photo with their former coach.
mation and several mementos thanking him for his years of service and
dedication to young student-athletes.
“First of all, I’m overwhelmed and
very humbled by all of you taking the
time to be here,” Kodama told the
crowd. “From the bottom of my
heart, thank you ... what a great honor. It means a great deal to me to see
all the people who showed up for this
today.
“I think the important thing for me
was taking the sport and turning it
into life lessons. Just having all these
guys come back, it means the world
to me. It also means that the lessons
that we talked about when we were
here in high school, here at Burroughs, stuck.”
During Kodama’s 30-year tenure,
the Indians captured 11 league titles
— in the Pacific League and Foothill
League — and his squad advanced to
the Division III championship game

in 1994. Also, his Burroughs players
have garnered 35 All-CIF honors
under his tutelage.
In addition, he won 356 games,
notched 184 league victories and his
teams qualified for the playoffs 19
times.
Last season, the Indians captured
the Pacific League title.
Kodama was inducted into the
Burroughs Athletic Hall of Fame in
2009.
Although Kodama stepped aside,
his son, Mitchell, has taken over the
daily duties with the team this season. However, the elder Kodama has
attended his share of Burroughs
matches.
In typical Mike Kodama fashion,
he was barking instructions from the
Burroughs bench during Thursday’s
game. And in typical Burroughs
fashion, the Indians earned a 4-0
victory.

BURBANK — Burroughs High girls’ basketball’s dominant performance in the final game of
the regular season capped a second-place showing in the Pacific League.
The Indians showed no mercy against their
crosstown rival, jumping out to an early lead and
defeating Burbank, 59-26, in front of a large
home crowd.
Burroughs (22-6, 12-2 in league) finished runner-up in league behind Pasadena (17-6, 13-1),
which secured the outright title with a 73-45 victory Thursday against Muir.
“We were everywhere on defense, played hard
and had good ball movement all game,” Burroughs coach Vicky Oganyan said. “We probably
played our best basketball and I’m excited to
keep going.”
For Burbank (10-18, 3-11), it was a season of
growing pains, as the Bulldogs finished tied for
sixth place in league and look to be out of the
playoff picture.
“We played with one returning starter from
last season’s team and that showed throughout
the year,” Burbank coach Jett del Mundo said.
“Our composure wasn’t there and we don’t play
the full four quarters and that was evident today.”
Burroughs was led by Faith Boulanger with 26
points, while Kayla Wrobel added 17.
Alle Tarvirdi led the Bulldogs with seven
points.
“Working late and putting in the extra hours
has gotten me to where I’m at,” Boulanger said.
“Last night, I worked on shots even after our
practice to make sure I was prepared for this
game.”
Burroughs applied full-court pressure from
the start and double-teamed the Burbank ballhandlers on every possession. It worked to perfection, with the Indians capitalizing on turnovers for easy transition points.
That helped Burroughs jump out to a 24-5
lead after the first quarter.
The Bulldogs could never recover.
The Burroughs offense cooled down in the
second quarter, with Oganyan putting in her reserves to give the starters a breather. While the
offense took a hit, the Indian defense stayed relentless, only giving up six points to the Bulldogs
in the second quarter.
Burroughs went into halftime with a 39-11 advantage.
“We had a lot of energy heading into this
game,” Boulanger said. “Even in the locker room
our coaches were telling us to calm down before
getting on the court.”
The Indians came out with that exact same
mentality in the second half. Their aggressive defense led to turnovers and more transition layups.
Boulanger found her range in the third quarter, hitting back-to-back three-pointers from
each corner.
Burroughs went into the final quarter with a
51-13 lead, looking to cap off a dominant performance.
Both sides elected to play their reserves in the
fourth quarter. Burbank’s offense found more of
a rhythm, but it was too late with time not on its
side.
“We have good momentum and a lot of our
players have improved heading into the playoffs,” Oganyan said.
Burroughs will now await the CIF Southern
Section playoffs, as the pairings are set to be released Sunday.

Burroughs falls in OT in league championship match
Girls’ Water Polo: Indians come back with rally late in regulation to force overtime
before suffering 8-7 defeat against host Arcadia in Pacific League Tournament final.
BY CHARLES RICH
ARCADIA — The Burroughs High girls’ water
polo team looked to write a
new chapter in the program’s history.
In search of the team’s
first league championship,
Burroughs had a golden
opportunity to accomplish
the feat Thursday.
After rallying late twice,
third-seeded
Burroughs
saw its bid fall short with an
8-7 overtime loss to No. 1
Arcadia in the championship match of the Pacific
League Tournament at Arcadia.
Arcadia (15-12, 7-1 in
league) had clinched a
share of the league crown
entering action Thursday.
Burroughs
(17-7,
3-5)
needed a victory Thursday
to gain a split of the league
title.

Arcadia’s Alie Cicero
scored the winning goal
with 16 seconds left in the
second of two three-minute
overtime sessions to secure
the win.
“We played hard and we
just
missed
winning
league,” said Burroughs
coach Jacob Cook, whose
team is ranked No. 4 in CIF
Southern Section V. “It’s a
tough loss and we wanted
to win league so badly, but
we’ll now get ready for the
playoffs and I think we’ll do
well.”
The Apaches and Indians
exchanged a goal each in
the first overtime session.
Christine Chua scored to
give Arcadia a 7-6 lead with
1:50 to go.
Burroughs’ Nancy Baylor
tied the score at 7 with a
man-advantage goal with
1:24 remaining.
Arcadia, which won its

first league title since 1998,
held a 6-4 lead entering the
fourth quarter.
The Indians received one
goal apiece from Clarissa
Robles and Angelina Lee to
tie it at 6.
Robles, who finished
with three goals, pulled
Burroughs to within 6-5
on a five-meter goal with
4:04 left in the fourth quarter. Lee knotted it at 6 with
2:59 remaining in regulation.
“We felt good about ourselves when we tied it up in
the fourth quarter,” said
Robles, who helped Burroughs register a 10-5 win
against Arcadia on Jan. 7.
“We gave it our all in coming back.
“Some of our shots just
didn’t go in today. We had
to find a way just to keep
battling. It was a crazy
game. We’ll learn from it

going into CIF.”
Burroughs, which began
the tournament Tuesday
with a 10-3 semifinal victory versus No. 2 Crescenta
Valley, took a 3-2 lead on a
goal by Robles with 50 seconds remaining in the first
quarter.
Delaney Prater of Arcadia
tied it at 3 with 1:34 left in
the second quarter.
A goal by Robles gave the
Indians a 4-3 advantage
with 6:16 to go in the third
quarter.
Arcadia, which started
the tournament with a 9-7
win against No. 4 Pasadena,
scored three unanswered
goal to take a 6-4 lead after
three quarters.
Prater tied it at 4 with
5:55 left in the quarter.
Katherine Kelkelian made it
5-4 at the 4:43 mark before
Cassandra O’Connor gave
the Apaches a 6-4 lead with
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BURROUGHS HIGH’S Nancy Baylor attempts to block a
shot taken by Arcadia’s Alie Cicero during Thursday’s match.
12 seconds left in the quarter.
“There were some shots
throughout the game that
we couldn’t put away,”
Cook said. “There were
some things on defense
that we didn’t adjust to.
“We were ready for the

overtime and we did everything we could.”
Burroughs
goalkeeper
Ema Nathan finished with
12 saves after stopping 26
shots against Crescenta Valley. Arcadia goalkeeper Liv
Hernandez registered nine
saves.

