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Several Burbank eateries are
offering their menus to go.

For an updated list, visit

burbankleader.com

Family Promise misses
its yearly gala but continues
its mission to serve

On the Town, A3

In Luther Burbank Middle School’s cafe-
teria Tuesday morning, Burbank Unified
food service workers wearing face masks
and gloves walked through an assembly
loop packaging five-day meals in plastic
bags.

They are in the process of refining a
food prep and distribution system that be-
gan last week in response to the district
shutting down schools to slow the spread
of the coronavirus outbreak.

On that first day, food service workers
assembled 1,200 meal kits packed with five
days’ worth of breakfasts and lunches.

The meal kits are available for Burbank
Unified students eligible for free or re-
duced-priced school meals. The kits were

distributed the following Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Shari Burkhart, the district’s food serv-
ice field supervisor, said pick-up locations
are set up as drive-throughs, where fam-
ilies can roll down their car windows to re-
ceive meal kits.

Out of 15,203 students across the dis-
trict, about 37% are from low-income
families and qualify to receive free or re-
duced-priced breakfasts and lunches from
school.

“We are communicating directly to fam-
ilies via mail, email, text and phone calls
with the details. We want to respect their
privacy so we will not publish times and
locations on our websites,” said Supt. Matt
Hill in an email.

This week, the district planned to dis-
tribute another 1,200 kits on Wednesday at
three school sites, even though students
are scheduled for spring break.

“Typically, we wouldn’t offer meal serv-
ice during spring break, but we are be-
cause we have to do what’s important

right now,” said Kathy Sessinghaus, Bur-
bank Unified’s food service director, allud-
ing to long wait times and empty shelves
in grocery stores.

There are about 95 staff members in the
district’s food services department, and
about a third came to work.

“The communication that I have put
out, through the blessing of human re-
sources and Hill, is — if they’re able to
come to work ... we will do our best to
maintain social distancing in the work-
place,” Sessinghaus said.

Employees who are 65 years old and
older or have a compromised immune
system are recommended to stay at home.

When asked if employees who are stay-
ing at home due to age, health or need to
take care of their children will be paid as
usual, Hill responded, “We will work
through each situation with our employ-
ees. We have received an eight-page guid-
ance document that discusses leaves

Raul Roa | Burbank Leader

BURBANK UNIFIED cafeteria workers prepare five-day meal packages for students across the district at Burbank Middle School.

District steps up to provide
Burbank Unified workers
prepare for weeks of grab-
and-go meal services for
eligible school students.
BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Provide, page A2

A senior care facility in Burbank an-
nounced on Friday that several of its
residents and a staff member have
tested positive for the coronavirus.

Officials with the Alameda Care Cen-
ter said one resident, a man who is over
65 years old, tested positive for the virus
that causes COVID-19 at a nearby hospi-
tal after feeling ill. Several other resi-
dents and a staff member who were in
contact with the man also tested pos-
itive for the virus, said Elizabeth Tyler, a
spokeswoman for the care facility.

The man, who had “complex underly-
ing medical issues,” was believed to
have left the facility to visit his wife be-
fore falling ill.

Tyler would not disclose the number
of the additional residents who tested
positive for the coronavirus, only saying
that those seniors affected are being
cared for in isolation from everyone
else. The employee was said to be self-
isolating at home.

Other residents at the facility who
thought they were in contact with those
who tested positive for the coronavirus
are being isolated in a different section
of the center.

All other residents are being asked to
self-quarantine in their respective
rooms.

The Alameda Care Center is an 89-
room assisted-living facility specializing
in the care of those with dementia or
other memory-related illnesses. About
70 seniors are currently living at the fa-
cility, Tyler said.

“There aren’t any shortages on medi-

Virus
spreads
at care
facility
Officials with the Alameda
Care Center in Burbank
announce that several
residents and a staff member
have the novel coronavirus.
BYANTHONY CLARK CARPIO

See Facility, page A2

Through a group chat, Edison
Elementary teachers planned a
car parade in their students’
neighborhood on Wednesday
afternoon.

Burbank Unified voted to close
schools for at least two weeks on
a Friday night, leaving teachers
no time to explain or say good-
bye to their students.

Although an extended two-
week spring break could have
been met with excitement for
many students, the seriousness
of the novel coronavirus left
many worried and cooped up in
their homes.

Second-grade teacher Shelly
Zepeda saw a Facebook post
about a community finding ways
to connect during a time of man-
dated social distancing to cele-
brate a boy’s birthday.

It inspired her and third-grade
teacher Jennifer Flores to pitch
the same idea for Edison Ele-
mentary.

About 20 teachers participa-
ted, with principal Laura Flosi
leading the car caravan through
the neighborhood.

They met in the school’s park-
ing lot at noon and drove
through the neighborhood for
over an hour. Some staff packed
their cars with family members
and pets.

“I’ve never seen so many kids
out on the front porch or on the
driveway with signs cheering us
on. We miss them, and we can’t
stand not being back at school
with them,” Flosi said. “This was
a safe distance that we could see
all of our families and not get
sick or hurt.”

In the principal’s email to fam-
ilies, she stressed a reminder to
keep a requisite 6-foot distance
at all times or she’d have to call
off the parade.

Students and families were
waiting on lawns and driveways
with special shout-outs to their

Courtesy of Brenda Etterbeek

EDISON ELEMENTARY teachers formed a car parade Wednesday
afternoon and students created signs for their instructors.

Edison teachers throw a
neighborhood car parade
BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Parade, page A2

With public buildings closed
until further notice as a result of
the coronavirus pandemic, Bur-
bank officials have placed two
portable toilets and a hand-
washing station in the city’s
downtown area to help the
homeless population protect
themselves during the outbreak.

The two toilets, with one being
ADA accessible, and the hand-
washing station were placed near
the city’s community services
building at 150 N. Third St. last
week after the City Council
moved to close all public build-
ings to help slow the spread of
the virus that causes COVID-19.

As of Friday, Burbank had sev-
en confirmed cases of the novel

coronavirus.
Simone McFarland, a city

spokeswoman, said in an email
the toilets will remain in place
until further notice.

Streetplus, the company used
by the Downtown Burbank Prop-
erty and Business Improvement
District for its ambassador pro-
gram, will monitor the use of the
portable facilities.

Burbank’s homeless popula-
tion will also still be able to use
city park restrooms for hygiene

purposes, according to Patrick
Prescott, the city’s community
development director.

During a City Council meeting
last Tuesday, Prescott said park
bathrooms will remain open and
are maintained and cleaned
twice a day by city staff.

In addition to providing rest-
rooms facilities, the city was also
able to work with Hope of the
Valley Rescue Mission in Pacoima

Portable toilets set up for homeless
Burbank also works
with mission to extend
operation of nearby
shelter to help protect
vulnerable population.
BYANDYNGUYEN

See Homeless, page A2

Tim Berger
Burbank Leader

TWO PORTABLE
toilets and a
washing station
have been installed
for homeless people
beside the Burbank
Community
Services building.

There are few outdoor recre-
ational activities left for people
now that most beaches, hiking
trails and golf courses in South-
ern California have been shut
down in an effort to slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus.

While going outdoors isn’t
banned, those who want to go
outside after being holed up at
home for several days have found
the Chandler Bikeway to be the
cure for that itch.

On Tuesday afternoon, dozens
of people and families were walk-
ing, jogging or biking up and
down the roughly 3-mile path

along Chandler Boulevard that
stretches from Mariposa Street in
Burbank to Vineland Avenue in
North Hollywood.

Those utilizing the bikeway ad-
hered — or at least tried to ad-
here — to the social-distancing
guideline of staying 6 feet away
from one another.

Kristen Sagona, a Sun Valley
resident who works at Pickwick
Gardens, said she was hesitant
and somewhat scared to walk
down the path with her daughter
after seeing so many other peo-
ple out and about that afternoon.

However, Sagona said she and
her daughter have been cooped
up inside their home for a few
days and thought spending some
time outside would be good for
both of them.

“We’re just trying to make the
best of everything while we’re to-
gether,” Sagona said. Farther
down the path was Dawn Gee,
who was walking with her dog.
Gee, who lives near the Burbank-
Toluca Lake border, said she had
finished all of the home-improve-

Outdoor enthusiasts turn to Burbank
Chandler Bikeway is drawing area residents
seeking exercise during shelter-in-place orders.

BYANTHONY CLARK CARPIO

See Outdoor, page A3
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Marjorie Elizabeth Kelleher
November 21, 1929 - February 28, 2020

Marjorie Kelleher, a longtime resident of Burbank, passed
away peacefully at the age of 90, after a long battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.
Marjorie is survived by her daughter, Susan Kelleher Stone,

grandchildren Kristen Stone Adamson and Shannon Stone,
niece Gillian Lloyd and nephews David and Peter Lloyd living
in England. Her husband of 71 years, William J. Kelleher,
passed away in October 2019.
Marjorie was born and raised in Southampton, England,

where she and her family witnessed the country’s involvement
in World War II. It was there that she met her husband Bill, an
American soldier during the war. In 1957, she, Bill and their
daughter Susan moved to Burbank to pursue their dreams
of living in the United States. Marjorie was employed by the
Singer Librascope company as an administrative assistant
and later as travel coordinator. In her retirement years, she
volunteered as a teacher assistant at St. Francis Xavier
School, where her grandchildren attended. She quickly
became the adopted grandparent for all the school’s students
who affectionately called her “Grammie,” a name that lasted
throughout her lifetime. Marjorie was beloved by her family,
her many friends, work associates and neighbors. She will
be missed for her caring ways, family devotion and kindness.
A private family burial was held on March 9 at Forest Lawn

Memorial Park – Hollywood Hills where she was laid to rest
with her husband.

ACROSS
1 Acrobat's training
area
4 As likely __; probably
9 One evicted from a
garden
13 Leaping parasite
14 Piece of asparagus
15 Theater box
16 In case
17 Found fault with
19 Still
20 Lennon & Astin
21 City in England
22 Dark wood
24 Morning hour
25 Jam or jelly
27 Comfortably warm
30 Light narrow boat
31 Prickly plant
33 Massage
35 Like cupcake tops
36 Endeavored
37 Brief communiqué

38 Word attached to
nut or coat
39 Bursting at the __;
too full
40 Like candy bears or
jelly beans
41 Gloomy

43 Narrow backstreets
44 Daiquiri ingredient
45 Crayola color
46 Many a time
49 Bilbao's nation
51 Brylcreem amount
54 Hazardous;

uncertain
56 Very festive dance
57 From CA to NY
58 In seclusion
59 Elbow-bumper's cry
60 Wacko
61 Harbor towns
62 English letter

DOWN
1 Mirth
2 Days of yore
3 Floor pad
4 Go higher
5 Aerosol
6 German's refusal
7 Quaker product
8 Numerical prefix
9 Visitors from outer
space
10 Nod off
11 Ripened
12 Pills, for short
13 Annoying insect
18 Not vague
20 Bask in the tub
23 Drop of sweat
24 Brown amphibian
25 Pass over
26 Walked the floor
27 Connections
28 Colossal; amazing
29 Delicious
31 Donkey's remark
32 Golf hole's edge
34 Vienna __ Choir
36 Semester
37 As stubborn as a __
39 Health club offering
40 Secluded valley
42 Builds
43 Gets up
45 All skin and bones
46 Out in the __; not
hidden
47 Wiesbaden wife
48 Reason to study
49 Farm building
50 Penniless
52 Circle portions
53 Word of disgust
55 Lil Wayne's music
56 Soil turner

THE DAILY COMMUTER PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

Answer to previous puzzle

Tribune Media
Services

Nury Martinez, president
of the Los Angeles City
Council, put out a call to
action during the county’s
novel coronavirus pan-
demic update on Monday,
asking manufacturers in
Southern California to help
produce medical equip-
ment in low supply, such as
gloves and masks, for
health professionals to use
as they test and treat pa-
tients.

Coincidentally, Burbank
business owner Julio Ruiz
announced on Facebook
hours before the county’s
briefing that he and his staff
at LiquidSky Sports would
be shifting their production
line from making skydiving
and other sports apparel to
produce masks for health-
care workers, first respond-
ers and the public.

Ruiz and his business,
which he started in 2004 in
Puerto Rico, are well known
in the skydiving communi-
ty and have worked on
movies, including “Mission
Impossible: Fallout” and
the upcoming “Top Gun:
Maverick.”

Ruiz said on Tuesday that
in a matter of days he
started receiving orders and
donations from people
around the world — from
countries such as Germany,
Italy and the United King-
dom — who either wanted
masks of their own or

wanted to fund his efforts.
Many of those donors

were people he’s met over
the years in the skydiving
community and the enter-
tainment industry.

For every mask that is
purchased, another is do-
nated to an agency, organi-
zation or person who needs
it.

“Whoever needs a mask
will get a mask. I don’t care
who it is,” Ruiz said. “I’m
not here to make money. I
want to pay my rent, my
staff, my bills and to help
the community.” Switching
from making high-quality
skydiving suits to reusable
masks with filters in them
was not that significant of a
transition for Ruiz and his
employees.

Using the same custom-
built laser fabric cutter he
uses for sports apparel,
Ruiz said he was able to
create a template that cuts
out the shape of the fabric
needed to put together a
mask.

He estimates that about
1,000 masks could be made
in a day if he and about
eight people on his staff
dedicate all of their time to
producing the product.

The mask itself is wash-
able and reusable in that
only the filter needs to be
replaced. Ruiz said the re-
placeable MERV 16 filters in
his masks are used for air
filtration but have an equiv-
alent rating to the N95
masks used by health pro-

fessionals.
He was told by those he

knows in the medical field
that the MERV 16 filters
were a comparable alterna-
tive to N95 filters but
should only be used if med-
ical-grade masks aren’t
available.

“I’m being very clear with
people that these are not
certified masks,” Ruiz said.
“It’s just something we can
make that we think can
help people and provide
some protection.”

Helping out during a cri-
sis isn’t something new for
Ruiz. He helped organize a
fundraiser to gather medi-
cal supplies for those in
Puerto Rico affected by
Hurricane Maria in 2017.

The coronavirus pan-
demic may be on a much
larger scale than a hurri-
cane, but Ruiz said he just
wants to contribute to the
cause any way he can.

“Things can get really
bad and a lot of people
think this is a joke, but it
isn’t,” Ruiz said. “This can
be really bad if we don’t
work together or practice
social distancing. It’s super
important that we help
each other as much as we
can.”

To purchase masks or do-
nate to LiquidSky’s efforts,
email Ruiz at mask@liquid
skysports.com.

Tim Berger | Burbank Leader
LIQUIDSKY SPORTS owner Julio Ruiz sweeps up laser-cut mask patterns on Tuesday.
LiquidSky has shifted frommaking sports apparel to making masks during the pandemic.

Burbank business goes
frommaking skydiving
suits to producing masks
BYANTHONY
CLARK CARPIO

anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio

Self-isolation hasn’t
stopped Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank) from reaching
out to his constituents as
the congressman has
started hosting a series of
telephone town halls cen-
tered around the country’s
response to the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

So far, Schiff has hosted
two town halls, the first on
March 19. He said during
the call on Thursday he in-
tends to host more in the
future to hear directly from
people about their con-
cerns regarding the virus
and its impact on their day-
to-day lives.

“This crisis has been a
tremendous shock to the
country, and we’ve been
prepared to have a life
quite different than the one
we’re experiencing at the
moment,” he said. “Our re-
sponse is going to have to
be fast to this crisis, and we
must put workers and fam-
ilies first.”

Schiff pointed to the $2-
trillion economic relief
package that President

Donald Trump signed into
law on Friday as an imper-
fect but necessary first step
in providing help.

The package will provide
a one-time $1,200 payout to
most adults in the country
while also including about
$350 billion in grants and
zero-interest loans to small
businesses and approxi-
mately $130 billion for hos-
pitals.

Schiff highlighted how
the bill includes an expan-
sion of unemployment in-
surance and benefits that
will help cover people who
are contractors and free-
lancers.

During the call, Schiff
said he doesn’t expect this
to be the only bill Congress
will pass in response to the
novel coronavirus, adding
that he and his colleagues
have “begun work on the
next package, and we have
our work cut out for us.”

He added, “We’re going
to keep working at this un-
til we get it right and no
one gets left behind. We’re
going to get through this
together.”

The town halls have fea-

tured medical professionals
who provided their exper-
tise on the pandemic. The
most recent call featured
Dr. Rekha Murthy from
Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-
ter and Dr. Muntu Davis
from the Los Angeles
County Department of
Public Health.

The two advocated for
people to continue to phys-
ically distance themselves
from one another and
avoid groups in order to
slow the spread of the
virus.

Currently, there is no
vaccine or direct treatment
for the virus that causes
COVID-19.

“We need everybody’s
help, and the key goal is to
prevent spread. This is the
only weapon we have at
this time,” Murthy said.

While the next telephone
town hall hasn’t been
scheduled, people who
want to participate can fol-
low Schiff’s social media
pages for any announce-
ments.

Schiff holds call-in town halls
BYANDYNGUYEN

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc

based on their situation.”
Although cafeteria work-

ers already have hygiene
procedures in place, they
are trying to limit handling
the food and instead focus
on prepackaged items to
reduce exposure. They also
maintain a recommended
6-foot distance from each
other while working.

Sessinghaus said she’s
turning away people offer-
ing to volunteer because
adding more people would
create a larger gathering,
which is not recommended

by public health officials.
“I am hearing stories of

people in other school dis-
tricts who are coming
through the lines multiple
times around to the differ-
ent sites,” Sessinghaus
said.

“There’s rumors that
people are selling the food
that they’re getting. I would
just hope that everybody
who comes to us and
needs food is truly in need
of the food,” she added.

For questions about food
distribution, Burbank Uni-
fied recommends calling
(818) 729-4539.

Continued from page A1
PROVIDE
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cal supplies at the facility,
and the staff is adapting
around those that need to
self-isolate,” Tyler said. The
facility has been in close
contact with state and Los
Angeles County health offi-
cials on a daily basis, and
testing is being done in ac-
cordance with health
guidelines, she added.

As of Friday, the Los An-
geles County Department
of Public Health had con-
firmed seven positive cases
of the coronavirus in Bur-
bank. Officials have identi-
fied 1,465 cases of the co-
ronavirus and 26 deaths in
the county.

Although there are multi-
ple cases of those with the
virus at the Alameda Care
Center, Tyler said that the
facility has yet to receive
any requests from family
members to pull their loved
ones out of the center.

“I can understand the de-
sire to bring your loved one
home, but then, is that the
best thing to do given the
condition of the patient,
and if they are being in a
situation that puts others at
risk?” she said.

While the likelihood of
there being another pos-
itive case at the Alameda
Care Center is high, Tyler
said the staff members who
are there are doing their
best to keep everyone safe
during the pandemic.

“They’re doing their jobs
and taking care of the resi-
dents,” she said. “Some of
these staff members are
leaving their children and
loved ones at home to
come here and take care of
the patients in the facility.”

Continued from page A1
FACILITY
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@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio

teachers and messages like
“We miss you” and “Help, I
don’t no common core” —
the latter sign most likely
created by a parent who
took a shot at homeschool-
ing.

Brenda Etterbeek, her
husband and two children
put out camping chairs for
the parade. She said her 8-
year-old son, a second-
grader at Edison, woke up
early to make signs with
leftover poster boards from
previous school projects.

“Edison is a special com-
munity school, where my
children have thrived,” Et-
terbeek said. “The princi-

pal, staff and teachers pour
their hearts into our chil-
dren every day. It has been
the most challenging part
of this shelter-in-place ex-
perience.”

Local community mem-
bers, including older resi-
dents, also came out of
their houses to wave. A po-
lice officer helped control
traffic as the caravan made
its way through busy
streets.

Flores, who spotted 15 of
her students, said the post-
ers were a surprise for
teachers.

Although most staff
quickly jumped at the
chance to connect with stu-
dents, a couple of teachers
stayed at home to work on
online curriculum set to be

implemented next week.
The California Depart-

ment of Education released
new state guidelines for
distance learning earlier
this month, leaving educa-
tors a short window to put
together plans for a primar-
ily online classroom.

Debra Duardo, Los Ange-
les County’s superintend-
ent of schools, recom-
mended that all public
schools in the county re-
main shut down until May
5. Burbank Unified has not
released a specific return
date yet, but school officials
plan to keep schools closed
until the county education
and health departments
recommend otherwise.

Continued from page A1
PARADE
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to extend the operation of
its winter shelter through
September, according to
McFarland.

Anyone who wants to go
to the shelter can take a
free shuttle from the down-
town Burbank Metrolink
Station.

McFarland said Street-
plus ambassadors will con-
tinue to conduct outreach
with the city’s homeless
population to help them
remain safe during the out-

break and get in touch with
the shelter if they so desire.

The city’s effort comes as
municipalities across Cali-
fornia grapple with how to
help the roughly 150,000
homeless people in the
state — about 286 of whom
live in Burbank.

An estimated 60,000
homeless people are be-
lieved to be at risk of be-
coming infected with the
coronavirus, with 20% of
them needing to be hospi-
talized, according to the
Los Angeles Times.

To help slow the spread
of the outbreak, Gov. Gavin

Newsom ordered local gov-
ernments to convert hun-
dreds of facilities, including
recreation centers and ho-
tels, into temporary, emer-
gency housing for the
homeless.

Newsom also announced
$150 million in emergency
funding to be used toward
housing the state’s home-
less population.

Last Friday, Los Angeles
began work on transition-
ing 42 of its recreation cen-
ters into homeless shelters.

Continued from page A1
HOMELESS

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc
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Marjorie Elizabeth Kelleher
November 21, 1929 - February 28, 2020

Marjorie Kelleher, a longtime resident of Burbank, passed
away peacefully at the age of 90, after a long battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.
Marjorie is survived by her daughter, Susan Kelleher Stone,

grandchildren Kristen Stone Adamson and Shannon Stone,
niece Gillian Lloyd and nephews David and Peter Lloyd living
in England. Her husband of 71 years, William J. Kelleher,
passed away in October 2019.
Marjorie was born and raised in Southampton, England,

where she and her family witnessed the country’s involvement
in World War II. It was there that she met her husband Bill, an
American soldier during the war. In 1957, she, Bill and their
daughter Susan moved to Burbank to pursue their dreams
of living in the United States. Marjorie was employed by the
Singer Librascope company as an administrative assistant
and later as travel coordinator. In her retirement years, she
volunteered as a teacher assistant at St. Francis Xavier
School, where her grandchildren attended. She quickly
became the adopted grandparent for all the school’s students
who affectionately called her “Grammie,” a name that lasted
throughout her lifetime. Marjorie was beloved by her family,
her many friends, work associates and neighbors. She will
be missed for her caring ways, family devotion and kindness.
A private family burial was held on March 9 at Forest Lawn

Memorial Park – Hollywood Hills where she was laid to rest
with her husband.

ACROSS
1 Acrobat's training
area
4 As likely __; probably
9 One evicted from a
garden
13 Leaping parasite
14 Piece of asparagus
15 Theater box
16 In case
17 Found fault with
19 Still
20 Lennon & Astin
21 City in England
22 Dark wood
24 Morning hour
25 Jam or jelly
27 Comfortably warm
30 Light narrow boat
31 Prickly plant
33 Massage
35 Like cupcake tops
36 Endeavored
37 Brief communiqué

38 Word attached to
nut or coat
39 Bursting at the __;
too full
40 Like candy bears or
jelly beans
41 Gloomy

43 Narrow backstreets
44 Daiquiri ingredient
45 Crayola color
46 Many a time
49 Bilbao's nation
51 Brylcreem amount
54 Hazardous;

uncertain
56 Very festive dance
57 From CA to NY
58 In seclusion
59 Elbow-bumper's cry
60 Wacko
61 Harbor towns
62 English letter

DOWN
1 Mirth
2 Days of yore
3 Floor pad
4 Go higher
5 Aerosol
6 German's refusal
7 Quaker product
8 Numerical prefix
9 Visitors from outer
space
10 Nod off
11 Ripened
12 Pills, for short
13 Annoying insect
18 Not vague
20 Bask in the tub
23 Drop of sweat
24 Brown amphibian
25 Pass over
26 Walked the floor
27 Connections
28 Colossal; amazing
29 Delicious
31 Donkey's remark
32 Golf hole's edge
34 Vienna __ Choir
36 Semester
37 As stubborn as a __
39 Health club offering
40 Secluded valley
42 Builds
43 Gets up
45 All skin and bones
46 Out in the __; not
hidden
47 Wiesbaden wife
48 Reason to study
49 Farm building
50 Penniless
52 Circle portions
53 Word of disgust
55 Lil Wayne's music
56 Soil turner
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By Jacqueline
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Answer to previous puzzle

Tribune Media
Services

Nury Martinez, president
of the Los Angeles City
Council, put out a call to
action during the county’s
novel coronavirus pan-
demic update on Monday,
asking manufacturers in
Southern California to help
produce medical equip-
ment in low supply, such as
gloves and masks, for
health professionals to use
as they test and treat pa-
tients.

Coincidentally, Burbank
business owner Julio Ruiz
announced on Facebook
hours before the county’s
briefing that he and his staff
at LiquidSky Sports would
be shifting their production
line from making skydiving
and other sports apparel to
produce masks for health-
care workers, first respond-
ers and the public.

Ruiz and his business,
which he started in 2004 in
Puerto Rico, are well known
in the skydiving communi-
ty and have worked on
movies, including “Mission
Impossible: Fallout” and
the upcoming “Top Gun:
Maverick.”

Ruiz said on Tuesday that
in a matter of days he
started receiving orders and
donations from people
around the world — from
countries such as Germany,
Italy and the United King-
dom — who either wanted
masks of their own or

wanted to fund his efforts.
Many of those donors

were people he’s met over
the years in the skydiving
community and the enter-
tainment industry.

For every mask that is
purchased, another is do-
nated to an agency, organi-
zation or person who needs
it.

“Whoever needs a mask
will get a mask. I don’t care
who it is,” Ruiz said. “I’m
not here to make money. I
want to pay my rent, my
staff, my bills and to help
the community.” Switching
from making high-quality
skydiving suits to reusable
masks with filters in them
was not that significant of a
transition for Ruiz and his
employees.

Using the same custom-
built laser fabric cutter he
uses for sports apparel,
Ruiz said he was able to
create a template that cuts
out the shape of the fabric
needed to put together a
mask.

He estimates that about
1,000 masks could be made
in a day if he and about
eight people on his staff
dedicate all of their time to
producing the product.

The mask itself is wash-
able and reusable in that
only the filter needs to be
replaced. Ruiz said the re-
placeable MERV 16 filters in
his masks are used for air
filtration but have an equiv-
alent rating to the N95
masks used by health pro-

fessionals.
He was told by those he

knows in the medical field
that the MERV 16 filters
were a comparable alterna-
tive to N95 filters but
should only be used if med-
ical-grade masks aren’t
available.

“I’m being very clear with
people that these are not
certified masks,” Ruiz said.
“It’s just something we can
make that we think can
help people and provide
some protection.”

Helping out during a cri-
sis isn’t something new for
Ruiz. He helped organize a
fundraiser to gather medi-
cal supplies for those in
Puerto Rico affected by
Hurricane Maria in 2017.

The coronavirus pan-
demic may be on a much
larger scale than a hurri-
cane, but Ruiz said he just
wants to contribute to the
cause any way he can.

“Things can get really
bad and a lot of people
think this is a joke, but it
isn’t,” Ruiz said. “This can
be really bad if we don’t
work together or practice
social distancing. It’s super
important that we help
each other as much as we
can.”

To purchase masks or do-
nate to LiquidSky’s efforts,
email Ruiz at mask@liquid
skysports.com.

Tim Berger | Burbank Leader
LIQUIDSKY SPORTS owner Julio Ruiz sweeps up laser-cut mask patterns on Tuesday.
LiquidSky has shifted frommaking sports apparel to making masks during the pandemic.

Burbank business goes
frommaking skydiving
suits to producing masks
BYANTHONY
CLARK CARPIO

anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio

Self-isolation hasn’t
stopped Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank) from reaching
out to his constituents as
the congressman has
started hosting a series of
telephone town halls cen-
tered around the country’s
response to the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

So far, Schiff has hosted
two town halls, the first on
March 19. He said during
the call on Thursday he in-
tends to host more in the
future to hear directly from
people about their con-
cerns regarding the virus
and its impact on their day-
to-day lives.

“This crisis has been a
tremendous shock to the
country, and we’ve been
prepared to have a life
quite different than the one
we’re experiencing at the
moment,” he said. “Our re-
sponse is going to have to
be fast to this crisis, and we
must put workers and fam-
ilies first.”

Schiff pointed to the $2-
trillion economic relief
package that President

Donald Trump signed into
law on Friday as an imper-
fect but necessary first step
in providing help.

The package will provide
a one-time $1,200 payout to
most adults in the country
while also including about
$350 billion in grants and
zero-interest loans to small
businesses and approxi-
mately $130 billion for hos-
pitals.

Schiff highlighted how
the bill includes an expan-
sion of unemployment in-
surance and benefits that
will help cover people who
are contractors and free-
lancers.

During the call, Schiff
said he doesn’t expect this
to be the only bill Congress
will pass in response to the
novel coronavirus, adding
that he and his colleagues
have “begun work on the
next package, and we have
our work cut out for us.”

He added, “We’re going
to keep working at this un-
til we get it right and no
one gets left behind. We’re
going to get through this
together.”

The town halls have fea-

tured medical professionals
who provided their exper-
tise on the pandemic. The
most recent call featured
Dr. Rekha Murthy from
Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-
ter and Dr. Muntu Davis
from the Los Angeles
County Department of
Public Health.

The two advocated for
people to continue to phys-
ically distance themselves
from one another and
avoid groups in order to
slow the spread of the
virus.

Currently, there is no
vaccine or direct treatment
for the virus that causes
COVID-19.

“We need everybody’s
help, and the key goal is to
prevent spread. This is the
only weapon we have at
this time,” Murthy said.

While the next telephone
town hall hasn’t been
scheduled, people who
want to participate can fol-
low Schiff’s social media
pages for any announce-
ments.

Schiff holds call-in town halls
BYANDYNGUYEN

andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc

based on their situation.”
Although cafeteria work-

ers already have hygiene
procedures in place, they
are trying to limit handling
the food and instead focus
on prepackaged items to
reduce exposure. They also
maintain a recommended
6-foot distance from each
other while working.

Sessinghaus said she’s
turning away people offer-
ing to volunteer because
adding more people would
create a larger gathering,
which is not recommended

by public health officials.
“I am hearing stories of

people in other school dis-
tricts who are coming
through the lines multiple
times around to the differ-
ent sites,” Sessinghaus
said.

“There’s rumors that
people are selling the food
that they’re getting. I would
just hope that everybody
who comes to us and
needs food is truly in need
of the food,” she added.

For questions about food
distribution, Burbank Uni-
fied recommends calling
(818) 729-4539.

Continued from page A1
PROVIDE
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cal supplies at the facility,
and the staff is adapting
around those that need to
self-isolate,” Tyler said. The
facility has been in close
contact with state and Los
Angeles County health offi-
cials on a daily basis, and
testing is being done in ac-
cordance with health
guidelines, she added.

As of Friday, the Los An-
geles County Department
of Public Health had con-
firmed seven positive cases
of the coronavirus in Bur-
bank. Officials have identi-
fied 1,465 cases of the co-
ronavirus and 26 deaths in
the county.

Although there are multi-
ple cases of those with the
virus at the Alameda Care
Center, Tyler said that the
facility has yet to receive
any requests from family
members to pull their loved
ones out of the center.

“I can understand the de-
sire to bring your loved one
home, but then, is that the
best thing to do given the
condition of the patient,
and if they are being in a
situation that puts others at
risk?” she said.

While the likelihood of
there being another pos-
itive case at the Alameda
Care Center is high, Tyler
said the staff members who
are there are doing their
best to keep everyone safe
during the pandemic.

“They’re doing their jobs
and taking care of the resi-
dents,” she said. “Some of
these staff members are
leaving their children and
loved ones at home to
come here and take care of
the patients in the facility.”

Continued from page A1
FACILITY
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teachers and messages like
“We miss you” and “Help, I
don’t no common core” —
the latter sign most likely
created by a parent who
took a shot at homeschool-
ing.

Brenda Etterbeek, her
husband and two children
put out camping chairs for
the parade. She said her 8-
year-old son, a second-
grader at Edison, woke up
early to make signs with
leftover poster boards from
previous school projects.

“Edison is a special com-
munity school, where my
children have thrived,” Et-
terbeek said. “The princi-

pal, staff and teachers pour
their hearts into our chil-
dren every day. It has been
the most challenging part
of this shelter-in-place ex-
perience.”

Local community mem-
bers, including older resi-
dents, also came out of
their houses to wave. A po-
lice officer helped control
traffic as the caravan made
its way through busy
streets.

Flores, who spotted 15 of
her students, said the post-
ers were a surprise for
teachers.

Although most staff
quickly jumped at the
chance to connect with stu-
dents, a couple of teachers
stayed at home to work on
online curriculum set to be

implemented next week.
The California Depart-

ment of Education released
new state guidelines for
distance learning earlier
this month, leaving educa-
tors a short window to put
together plans for a primar-
ily online classroom.

Debra Duardo, Los Ange-
les County’s superintend-
ent of schools, recom-
mended that all public
schools in the county re-
main shut down until May
5. Burbank Unified has not
released a specific return
date yet, but school officials
plan to keep schools closed
until the county education
and health departments
recommend otherwise.

Continued from page A1
PARADE
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to extend the operation of
its winter shelter through
September, according to
McFarland.

Anyone who wants to go
to the shelter can take a
free shuttle from the down-
town Burbank Metrolink
Station.

McFarland said Street-
plus ambassadors will con-
tinue to conduct outreach
with the city’s homeless
population to help them
remain safe during the out-

break and get in touch with
the shelter if they so desire.

The city’s effort comes as
municipalities across Cali-
fornia grapple with how to
help the roughly 150,000
homeless people in the
state — about 286 of whom
live in Burbank.

An estimated 60,000
homeless people are be-
lieved to be at risk of be-
coming infected with the
coronavirus, with 20% of
them needing to be hospi-
talized, according to the
Los Angeles Times.

To help slow the spread
of the outbreak, Gov. Gavin

Newsom ordered local gov-
ernments to convert hun-
dreds of facilities, including
recreation centers and ho-
tels, into temporary, emer-
gency housing for the
homeless.

Newsom also announced
$150 million in emergency
funding to be used toward
housing the state’s home-
less population.

Last Friday, Los Angeles
began work on transition-
ing 42 of its recreation cen-
ters into homeless shelters.

Continued from page A1
HOMELESS
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A lbert Hernan-
dez, executive
director of

Family Promise of
the Verdugos, had a
plan for this week.

“We had our annual
gala fundraiser scheduled
for March 27 at Universal
Studios,” Hernandez said.

“I love our yearly galas
because, along with raising
the much-needed funds we
rely on, it is a way for us to
say ‘thank you’ to our sup-
porters, volunteers and
sponsors in the communi-
ties we serve. For this year’s
event, we had 38 sponsors,
more than we have ever
had,” he added.

While the gala was can-
celed due to concerns
about the novel co-
ronavirus, which can lead
to COVID-19, the event has
been tentatively resched-
uled for June 19.

In the meantime, Family
Promise of the Verdugos
has more immediate con-
cerns with which to deal.

“We partner with
churches, [which] are shut-
tering their doors,” Her-
nandez said.

“This impacts our home-
less families who stay in
their facilities, so we have
moved all the families we
are currently serving to
motels, and the churches
are providing them with
gift cards to restaurants
and arranging for grab-
and-go breakfast,” he add-
ed.

A nonprofit that provides
assistance, safe shelter and
meals to homeless children
and their families, Family
Promise of the Verdugos
was established in 2010.

It is one of more than

200 networks across
the country affiliat-
ed with Family
Promise, a national
nonprofit commit-

ted to helping home-
less families achieve

lasting independence.
The local chapter helps

mobilize communities by
providing services with the
assistance from local
church congregations and
volunteers from Burbank,
Glendale, North Holly-
wood, Pasadena, La Cres-
centa and Eagle Rock.

“As the days and weeks
go by, our church partners
will get a better under-
standing of how to process
what they can do to help
during this shift in our
operation,” said Hernan-
dez, who said he antici-
pates the real impact of the
pandemic will hit the local
nonprofit in the next 30 to
60 days as people can no
longer afford their living
expenses.

“One of the things we are
really concerned about is
the isolation our families
are dealing with during this
time,” he said. “That is why
our staff members are
calling them on a daily
basis — checking in on
their welfare and to see if
they need anything.”

Hernandez said he was
extremely grateful for the
dedication of his staff, for
the help he has received
from Shanna Warren, chief
executive of the local Boys
and Girls Club, and for the
community partners who
have always been there to
support the organization’s
work.

“Sometimes, it takes
something like what we are

going through, for us all to
step back, realize what a
valuable service we have
the honor to provide, and
how grateful we are to
those who make it possible
for us to do that work,”
Hernandez said.

For more information
about the work of Family

Promise of the Verdugos
and its support opportuni-
ties, visit familypromise
verdugos.org.

ON THE TOWN | DAVID LAURELL

Family Promise of the Verdugos adjusts for virus

ALBERT HERNANDEZ, who serves as the executive
director of Family Promise of the Verdugos, is working on a
day-to-day basis to meet the unique challenges the
pandemic is having on local homeless families.

Photos by David Laurell

FAMILY PROMISE of the Verdugos ProgramManager
Carrie Prado is one of the dedicated staff members
Hernandez says he is so grateful for.

CHRISTINA ELLIXSON, who serves as a case worker,
is prepared for whatever shift in operations is required.

CASEMANAGER Lewis Kim is making sure the families
they are currently serving are receiving telephonic wellness
checks on a daily basis.

DAVID LAURELL writes
about the social scene in
Burbank. He can be reached
by email at dlaurell@aol.com
or (818) 563-1007.

We’ll get through
this crisis together

Friends and neighbors,
we are going to get through
this together. As you may
know, our city has declared
a state of local emergency
as part of a continued,
proactive approach toward
slowing the spread of the
novel coronavirus.

This is unknown territory
that we have not experi-
enced before. We need to
remain positive, stay heal-
thy and check up on our

neighbors to be sure they’re
doing well. This said alone, I
understand if some resi-
dents will worry about
uncertainty or feel anxious.
You are not alone.

Please know our city is
doing everything possible to
maintain our essential
services for the residents;
our police officers are still
coming to work, firefighters
are still responding to calls,
lights are still on, trash is
still getting picked up and
Burbank nutrition services
for seniors 60-plus are
available. Also, our water
system is the best out there,
and we do not need to buy

bottled water in most cases.
We have good drinking
water.

We the people of Burbank
are going to make it

through this.

Bob Frutos
Vice Mayor

Burbank

MAILBAG

HOW TO GET PUBLISHED
Send letters to Mailbag, c/o Burbank Leader,453 S. Spring
St., Suite 308, L.A., CA 90013; fax to (213) 237-3135 or email
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include full name, hometown, mailing address, email and
phone number. The contact information is for verification
purposes only. The Leader reserves the right to edit for
content, length and clarity. Please keep letters to 275
words. Letters become the property of Times Community
News and may be republished in any format.

Bert Ring

ment projects she’d been
putting off for months and
had nothing else to do.

As a hiker, Gee said she
spent a lot of her time going
up and down the trails at
Stough Canyon and the
other areas nearby, but she
resorted to using the Chan-
dler Bikeway after those
trails and other recreational
activities were closed to the
public due to large crowds
still congregating after be-
ing told not to by health of-
ficials.

“I can’t walk in the mall
or go out to eat, but men-

tally I need to be outside
and walking,” Gee said. “I
don’t want to just sit around
and eat all the groceries I
bought for the week. Walk-
ing out here is good for
families and people that are
solo.”

Not far behind Gee were
Tyler and Kate Stanley. The
North Hollywood couple
said they’ve been walking
the Chandler Bikeway for
almost a week and added
that some days were busier
than others on the trail.

“It’s a good thing we have
a good relationship with
one another,” Kate Stanley
said. “Imagine if you were
in the middle of a break-up
or had a roommate that

you hated. That would
suck.”

Because of the shelter-in-
place orders, the Stanleys
said they’ve been working
out a lot more than they
used to before the pan-
demic.

They’ve spent their days
at home cooking various
recipes and binge-watching
shows and movies on Net-
flix and Hulu, but they felt it
was time to go outside.

“I’m thankful that we live
in California, where the
weather is mostly nice,” Ty-
ler Stanley said.

anthonyclark.carpio
@latimes.com
Twitter: @acocarpio

Continued from page A1
OUTDOOR
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Overseas in Europe,
Austin Pope was been en-
joying an impressive cam-
paign for the Vaerlose
Hawks basketball team
when the unexpected
happened.

No, the former Burbank
High boys’ basketball play-
er didn’t suffer a season-
ending injury. Rather,
Pope found himself
scrambling after the Bas-
ketLigaen, a professional
league in Denmark, can-
celed the remainder of the
season earlier this month
because of the co-
ronavirus outbreak.

Pope suddenly had
plenty on his mind and
much to deal with in a
short time, beginning with
his well-being.

Pope packed his belong-
ings and made immediate
travel arrangements back
to the United States before
the 30-day European trav-
el ban issued by President
Donald Trump from most
of Europe to the US went
into affect March 13 amid
the global pandemic. Den-
mark was one of 22 Euro-
pean countries affected by
the travel ban.

The league was origi-
nally slated to be sus-
pended play for two weeks
before it decided in early

March to shut down the
remainder of the regular
season and playoffs.

In the wake of the pan-
demic, winning games
wasn’t as important to
Pope, a Burbank resident.

“At the end of February,
we really didn’t know
about the severity of the
virus,” Pope, a guard, said
by phone from Spokane,
Wash. “We knew Italy was
starting to go through a
lot.

“A few days later, the
league was going to be
suspended for two weeks.
Then the league chose to
cancel the rest of the regu-
lar season and playoffs. I
understand why they did
it and we’re in a situation
that we’ve never been in.
With the lockdown, I de-
cided I wanted to be back
in the United States and I
got a ticket March 12 and
came back that day. There
was so much going
through my mind.”

The 6-foot-6 Pope, 25,
was averaging 16.5 points,
6.2 rebounds, 3.7 assists
and 1.3 steals per game for
Vaerlose, which had com-
piled a 9-11record.

Pope, who played col-
lege basketball at North
Idaho College and Chami-
nade University, thought
about his family when
traveling back to the

United States.
“Basketball, all of a sud-

den, wasn’t a top priority,”
Pope said. “My parents are
older and I certainly
wouldn’t want to give
them the virus.

“With the lockdown, I
told my coaches and gen-
eral manager at Vaerlose
that I would rather be
back [in the United
States] and they under-
stood that. I’ve just been
doing regular exercises,
like push-ups, and jogging
and running to stay in
shape.”

In Vaerlose’s last game
Feb. 16, Pope finished with
10 points, seven rebounds
and two blocks to help the
Hawks register an 82-74
victory versus visiting Am-
ager.

Vaerlose ended on a
three-game winning
streak and won four of its
last five games before the
shutdown.

“Our team had a good
chemistry and everybody
seemed to know their
roles,” Pope said. “For me,
I got a lot of shooting op-
portunities and I knew
how to get all of my team-
mates involved.

“I knew how to prepare
myself for the games and
practices. The league was
going strong and it
seemed to become more

popular.”
Pope, who graduated

from Burbank High in
2013, is now a free agent.

He’ll soon begin prelim-
inary plans to extend his
career and will stay in
contact with his two
agents, Aaron Mintz in the
United States and Alex
Katsaros in Greece.

“There might be some
opportunities here and in
Europe, maybe Greece
and Spain and maybe in
Israel,” Pope said. “I’m go-
ing to try to play as long as
I can and keep improving
my game.

“I’m a free agent now,
but right now it’s about
being healthy.”

Pope, who earned All-
Pacific West Conference
recognition at Chaminade
and played professional
basketball in Lithuania be-
fore heading to Denmark,
said he’d like to run a
basketball camp in Bur-
bank and perhaps at a lo-
cation in Los Angeles in
the summer.

Pope will weigh those
options once he receives
additional information
about the pandemic and
how long it will last.

“I like to give back to
the community,” said
Pope, who helped run the
Breakthrough Sports
Basketball Camp at Luther
Burbank Middle School in
Burbank last June. “Bur-
bank is where I started out
and I just want to help
people.”

Virus puts local’s pro career on hold
Basketball: Burbank High graduate Austin Pope was
averaging 16.5 points per game for Vaerlose Hawks in Denmark
before season was shut down because of the coronavirus.

BY CHARLES RICH

Carsten Heinze

BURBANK ‘S AUSTIN POPEwas a rising star on his
Danish pro team before the league was shut down.
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