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Agajanian
selected
as mayor
The TV host is taking
the reins following a
selection by his fellow
city council members.
BY LILA SEIDMAN
Vrej Agajanian is taking the reins
as Glendale’s new mayor following
a unanimous selection by his fellow
council members on Monday. He is
succeeding outgoing mayor Ara
Najarian for a one-year term.
Agajanian, first elected to his
council seat in 2017, is stepping up
as mayor during a turbulent time,
as officials and residents grapple
with the health and economic impacts of the deadly novel coronavirus.
It marks Agajanian’s first time
serving in the position that is selected by council
members every
spring.
“I’m humbled,
and I will do my
Vrej Agajanian best in these unprecedented and
challenging times, where the invisible enemy has appeared and
turned everything upside down,”
said Agajanian, a TV host and former engineer, shortly after thanking his colleagues and Glendale
residents for their trust in his abilities.
Glendale has 310 confirmed
cases of the novel coronavirus, and
four residents have lost their lives
to the virus that causes COVID-19,
county officials reported.
Since calling a local state of
emergency in mid-March, the city
has shuttered nonessential businesses and implemented increasingly stringent social-distancing
rules.
See Mayor, page A2

Tim Berger | Glendale News-Press
ERICA FITZGIBONS, a nurse practitioner at Dignity Health Glendale Memorial Hospital, smiles as she arrives at work on Thursday as members
of the Glendale fire and police departments cheer on healthcare workers dealing with the coronavirus pandemic.

Heroes’ tribute for front liners
BY ANDY NGUYEN
Glendale’s first responders
came out in force this week as
firefighters and police officers
honored healthcare workers at
each of the city’s hospitals for
their efforts in fighting the
novel coronavirus.
The various vehicles driven
by the responders, from fire
engines to police cruisers, had
their sirens blaring and lights
flashing in front of the hospitals as firefighters and officers
cheered the healthcare work-

Members of the Glendale police and fire departments gather to cheer on
healthcare workers battling the coronavirus pandemic at local hospitals.
ers as they came to and from
the facilities.
The tribute is part of a growing effort across the country
involving police and fire departments honoring those
hospital workers who are in
the thick of the pandemic.
Similar gestures of gratitude
have been done at hospitals in
Burbank, Irvine and Orange.
Jill Welton, president of Dig-

A Note to Our Readers
The
Los
Angeles
Times plans to stop
publishing three community newspapers: the
Glendale News-Press,
Burbank Leader and La
Cañada Valley Sun.
Regrettably, 14 staff
members who work for
those titles will be laid
off with severance. The
job losses affect members of the Los Angeles
Times Guild, as well as
managers.
Today's editions of
the weekly News-Press
and Leader are their
last. The last issue of
the weekly Valley Sun is

The Los Angeles Times has folded
the Glendale News-Press, La Cañada
Valley Sun and Burbank Leader.
slated for April 23. The
community
papers’
work will be archived at
latimes.com.
This was a difficult
business decision in a
trying time for community newspapers compounded by the economic effects of the coronavirus
pandemic.
The three titles, while
journalistically sound,
are operating at significant losses.

Advertising has fallen
off for several years,
and each publication’s
print circulation — paid
and free combined — is
about 5,000 copies at
each of the three newspapers.
The
small
newspapers have a long history.
The
Glendale
News-Press dates to
1905, while the Burbank
See Note, page A2

nity Health Glendale Memorial Hospital, said in a statement that staff members were
touched by the display and
have always been appreciated
of the collaborative partnership that exists between the
hospitals and the first responders.
“The show of support demonstrated by a salute to our
healthcare heroes from the

community’s first responders
has been heartwarming and
inspiring,” she said.
Alice Issai, Adventist Health
Glendale’s president, offered
similar sentiments and called
the gesture a meaningful show
of unity with the police and
fire departments.
andy.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andy_Truc

Council mandates face masks
BY LILA SEIDMAN
Glendale residents are
now required by law to wear
protective face coverings
whenever leaving home, exceeding Los Angeles County’s mandate, as Glendale
city officials attempt to rein
in rising cases of the novel
coronavirus.
The 4-1 vote by City
Council members on Tuesday brought the city in line
with Riverside and San Bernardino counties, which already have the requirement
in place. The Centers for
Disease Control has recommended people cover their
face in public areas where
social distancing is hard to

Glendale residents are now required to
cover up whenever they go out, exceeding
standards mandated by Los Angeles County.
maintain.
Last Tuesday, the city ordered those working and
shopping in essential businesses, including grocery
stores and pharmacies, to
cover their nose and mouth
with a mask, bandana or
handmade face covering.
Los Angeles did the same
hours earlier. As of Wednesday, that became the requirement for all 88 cities in
L.A. County.
A spirited, at times
heated, discussion about
the public health benefits

and enforceability of the
Glendale order preceded
the vote.
“This is a very basic thing
we could do … We’re talking
about lives,” said Councilman Ara Najarian, who proposed strengthening the
city’s stance on the issue after seeing people cross each
other’s paths on local
streets without face coverings.
Glendale reported its
fourth death of a resident
See Masks, page A3

Storage facilities are staying open during the pandemic
Though evictions and rent increases have
been halted through May, one customer
said she was told to pay up or get out.
BY LILA SEIDMAN
After flying back to her
parent’s house in Washington state after two years
abroad at the end of February, Kirsten Barrie hoped
she would be able to retrieve her items from a storage facility in Glendale,
where she used to live, and
bring them back up north
before figuring out her next
move.
Then, state-by-state, the
country started to shut
down as cases of the deadly
novel coronavirus began to
spread rapidly. Residents in
both Washington and California were ordered to stay
at home except for essential
needs in late March.
But come April 1, a $1,200
bill for Barrie’s Public Storage unit was still due. The
sum included March and
April’s rent — at $500 a
month — in addition to late

fees. Another fee was
slapped on for paying the
entire amount a few days
after the first of the month.
Amid forced closures of
nonessential
businesses
across California, storage
facilities have stayed open.
Some people moving in
with relatives or downsizing
their living space to save
money amid the publichealth-turned
economic
crisis are leasing space in
storage facilities to store belongings they can’t bring
with them, said McKall
Morris, a spokeswoman
with Extra Storage.
Others, like Barrie, are
trying to get out.
“If I can’t get this resolved. I will mostly likely
have to fly to L.A. and put
myself in danger. And hire
movers and put them in
danger. I don’t want to do
that,” Barrie said, referring
to city orders to stay at

home as much as possible
to avoid spreading the virus
that has claimed four lives
in Glendale and at least 402
throughout Los Angeles
County.
Felipe Gomez, a Public
Storage district manager,
said in an email to Barrie on
March 18 that there was
nothing the company could
do to help.
“I’m very sorry to hear
your plans were interrupted
due to the coronavirus,”
Gomez wrote. “To answer
your question, as of today,
Public Storage is not offering any rent relief.”
Evictions and rent increases at Public Storage facilities in L.A. County have
been halted through the
end of May, company
spokesperson Paul Rose
said. Headquartered in
Glendale, Public Storage
operates facilities across the
country.
Meanwhile, Extra Storage, another national company, has halted evictions
and rent increases, and is
“empowering managers be

Raul Roa | Glendale News-Press
GLENDALE-HEADQUARTERED Public Storage has remained open during the coronavirus
crisis. Evictions and rent increases have been halted through May to help those who may be
struggling financially because of the pandemic, according to the company. However, one
customer said she was told to pay up or get out.
as lenient as they want to
be,” with rent, including offering repayment plans and
cutting late fees, according
to Morris.
She said the company re-

cently offered a discounted
unit to a Southern California couple who had lost
their jobs as hotel workers
and had to leave their
house and move into a

spare room.
It’s unclear to what extent
eviction and rent increase
moratoriums recently imSee Storage, page A2
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VERDUGO VIEWS | KATHERINE YAMADA

Writing history
column has been an
enriching experience

W

hen I began writing this column, I
didn’t know all
that much about Glendale’s history.
But I knew
there were
some great
old photos
stored in
the Special
Collection
Room at the Glendale
Central Library, and I set
out to find the stories
behind those photos.
The first column focused on a young soldier
in the service of the king
of Spain. His name was
Jose Maria Verdugo, and
he discovered the land
that would eventually be
his — and later the birthplace of Glendale —
around 1770 or so.
Through resources such
as Carroll W. Parcher’s
Glendale Community
Book, published in 1956,
old newspaper clippings
and oral histories, I
learned more about the
Verdugos and their legacy.
I was educated about
the Tongva people, who
lived in the local valleys
and canyons long before
the Spaniards appeared.
They established their
villages near the primary
sources of water — the
streams we now know as
the Los Angeles, San Gabriel and Santa Ana rivers.
The area was rich with
food, and the Tongvas
became a very wealthy
and powerful nation.
And I discovered a man
named Leslie Brand, who
brought us the Pacific
Electric Railway and
transformed our small
and isolated village into a
thriving town. He built a
mansion called El Miradero and later deeded it

NOTE

Continued from page A1
Leader was founded in
1985, a successor to the
Burbank Daily Review,
which was founded in
1908. The La Cañada Valley Sun started in April
1946.
The publications, which
cover local government,
schools and sports, have
won multiple awards from
the California Newspapers
Publishers Assn., the Los
Angeles Press Club and
other organizations.
The Los Angeles Times
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Carol Cormaci
Managing Editor
carol.cormaci@latimes.com
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jeffrey.tully@latimes.com
Roger Wilson
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roger.wilson@latimes.com

FYI

The Glendale News-Press is
published by Times
Community News. The
News-Press (ISSN 1071-3476)

to the city for use as a
library.
There were many stories about the people who
designed and built the
banks and office buildings
on Brand Boulevard, the
churches, the schools, the
houses and the parks.
The new buildings,
which sparkled like a
jewel in the sun, brought
us a nickname the “Jewel
City.” In 1930, we boasted
of being the “Fastest
Growing City in America.”
We even had a ship
named for us. The USS
Glendale served ably in
the Pacific during World
War II before being loaned
to Russia. It returned to
U.S. control in time for
the Korean War and was
later decommissioned
and transferred to the
government of Thailand.
Many of the stories and
photos came out of Special Collections. I volunteered there, working with
George Ellison, a dedicated historian and
keeper of the newspapers
clippings, obituaries,

photographs, maps, history books and photo
albums.
He assisted people with
researching their house or
neighborhoods; those
who came in to look for
their family’s name in one
of the old city directories
or their uncle’s apartment
on one of the old maps.
Others were researching
and writing books about
Grand Central Airport,
Forest Lawn and other
significant locations.
George generously
shared his knowledge with
me and kept me supplied
with photos before he
retired. Later, Chuck Wike
stepped in when I asked
for help. Thanks to both of
them and also to other
staffers for their help over
the years.
Writing this column has
been a great experience.
Thanks to all of you for
your messages of support
over the years.

purchased the News-Press
and Leader in 1993 and
the Valley Sun in 2005.
The papers, which became part of the Times
Community News division, were inserted into
The Times and distributed
for free at local businesses
and in newspaper racks.
The Times will continue to circulate in Glendale, Burbank and La
Cañada. The Metro staff,
which has been expanded
under new ownership,
will continue to cover
larger news stories in
those areas. The Times
will also continue to in-

vest in its robust California report, which spans
Los Angeles County’s 88
cities and the region beyond.
The two remaining
Times Community News
publications, the Daily
Pilot and TimesOC, will
continue publishing in
Orange County.

is published Wednesday and
Saturday and is available in
Glendale by subscribing to
the Los Angeles Times. To
subscribe, call (800) 252-9141.
Our address is 453 S. Spring
St., Suite 308, L.A., CA 90013.
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62 __ down; diets
successfully
63 High-pitched barks
64 Nervous
65 "Get lost!"

ACROSS

1 Facial feature
5 __ in; wearing
9 Canyon bounceback
13 Solitary type
15 Scalp problem
16 No-__; absentee
17 Taper off
18 Surgery
20 Group of whales
21 First calendar pg.
23 Constructs
24 Avoid a big wedding
26 Speak dishonestly
27 Declare innocent
29 Gloomy
32 Make butter
33 Prayer before meals
35 Tablet of paper
37 Shipbuilder's wood
38 Nobleman
39 Gray wolf
40 Plopped down
41 Out of __; irritable
42 Shoe parts
43 "Cool!" in a past

DOWN

Answer to previous puzzle
decade
45 Peter __ of
"Lawrence of Arabia"
46 "Wow!"
47 Street talk
48 European capital
city
51 Ring around the

collar
52 American __; ND's
state tree
55 __ lace; French
town's specialty
58 10:1 or 3 to 2
60 Playwright Moss
61 Small bottle

KATHERINE YAMADA is
a Glendale historian and
columnist.

MAYOR

Continued from page A1
Acknowledging the difficulties ahead, Agajanian
said it is also an opportunity
to restore faith in the government and strengthen
community ties.
“Like the enemies of our
past, we will be victorious
against this one as well. And
with this victory, we will
emerge
with
stronger
bonds, clear minds and a renewed spirit,” Agajanian
said.
“Most of us want to go
back to the days without
masks, gloves and fear,” he
added.
Looking beyond the im-

1 Applaud
2 Bum
3 Not good enough
4 Volleyball court
divider
5 Duplicate
6 Cold sore site
7 Biggest spade
8 __ in duty; negligent
9 Great respect
10 In fashion
11 Owl's comment
12 Possesses
14 Become a member
of again
19 Go skyward
22 Tenement bldg. unit
25 Prowl furtively
27 Biblical book, for
short
28 Inexpensive
29 Blocker & Rather
30 Contrite
31 Can wrapper
33 Bloody, as a horror
film
34 Track made by
wheels
36 Two teaspoons,
perhaps
38 Like a group that
sticks together
39 Diving bird
41 Pleasant smell
42 Elevator alternative
44 TV's "__ of
S.H.I.E.L.D."
45 Bullfight shout
47 In a devious way
48 Like a strained
muscle
49 Asian language
50 Stringed instrument
53 Bean variety
54 Lion's share
56 Tupperware top
57 Remain behind
59 Pacino & Yankovic

Tribune Media
Services

LEARNING MATTERS | JOYLENE WAGNER

Final column ends years of
writing about education,
things dear to her

I

had no idea,
when former
Glendale NewsPress editor Dan
Evans asked me
nearly seven years
ago if I’d be interested
in writing a biweekly
column, what the relationship of columnist-toreader or columnist-toeditor would come to
mean to me.
On Thursday, after the
call from my editor Mark
Kellam to let me know
that this weekend’s edition would be the last for

the paper, I’m
buffeted by the
loss.
For me, as for
my columnist
colleague Brian
Crosby, it’s not a
layoff. We each agreed
years ago to write without
pay, grateful as we were to
have the space to connect
the community to the
work of education.
I can only imagine how
the news is hitting the
paper’s paid journalists,
some of whom have covered our city for years.

I hope somehow we’ll
keep the news and reflections of Glendale coming.
You have my email,
Jkate4400@aol.com. Please
keep in touch, and keep
well.
Thank you, dear readers.

mediate crisis, Agajanian
said he will make increasing
and preserving the city’s affordable housing stock a
priority during his tenure.
Before leaving the dais,
Najarian gave an overview
of his accomplishments, as
well as shortcomings, as
mayor over the past year. It
was his fourth time serving
in the position.
Najarian said he was
proud of leading the charge
on ethics reforms, including
a recently adopted lobbyist

ordinance, as well as affordable housing and transportation initiatives.
Najarian said he would
have liked to move the bar
further on election reforms,
including what he characterized as aggressive votegetting tactics by campaign
workers. A sister city program with Mexico he had
hoped to foster was slowed
by what he attributed to the
election of a new Mexican
president.
Najarian said he looked

forward to returning to his
role as a regular council
member.
“Sometimes you can get
more done as a council
member than a mayor.
That’s something I’ve observed” Najarian said during
the meeting. First elected to
council in 2005, Najarian is
the longest serving council
member currently on the
dais.

brought to court, Varpetian
said.
Under the California Civil
Code, Varpetian said storage didn’t seem to be
treated as traditional residential or commercial use.
Unlike an apartment, where
a landlord would need to go
through a lengthy legal
process to change the locks,
storage facility operators
can do so if a tenant is issued a lien and doesn’t pay.
“Less and less does it
look like the extension of a
residence and more and
more like a contract arrangement between two
parties looking to utilize
some space,” Varpetian
said.
In May of 2018, Barrie put
most of her belongings in a
Glendale storage unit before packing up and leaving
the country.
Her partner is in the U.S.
Army, and she most recently flew home from
where he was stationed in
South Korea to take care of
a few loose ends, including
getting her belongings into
a cheaper and smaller
space.

When she left Asia about
a month and a half ago, the
pandemic still hadn’t hit the
United States in full force.
Barrie, who runs a company that provides accounting help for small
businesses, lost most of her
customers when it finally
did.
Like millions of people
across the country, she is
suddenly struggling to
make ends meet. Her plans
to return to her partner in
South Korea, who is now on
lockdown on the base there,
have been put on indefinite
hold.
“We understand a number of our customers in L.A.
County may be facing
economic hardships relating to this pandemic and
are working with those who
cannot provide full payment,” Rose wrote in an
April 13 email.
In early April, Barrie received a pre-lien threatening to lock her out of her
Public Storage space if she
didn’t pay by April 3.
According to Barrie, she
was told by a Public Storage
employee that if she paid

JOYLENE WAGNER is a
past member of the Glendale
Unified school board, from
2005 to 2013, and currently
serves on the boards of
Glendale Educational
Foundation and other
nonprofit organizations.

lila.seidman@latimes.com
Twitter: @lila_seidman

HOW TO REACH US

BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL &
SERVICE DIRECTORY

HANDYMAN

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

LESLIE BRAND, who brought the Pacific Electric Railway to
the area, transformed a small village into a thriving town, which
would later become the city of Glendale. Brand Boulevard is
named after him. Pictured is a past block party along Brand.
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STORAGE

Continued from page A1
plemented in Glendale —
intended to help tenants
who might have been negatively financially impacted
by the coronavirus — apply
to local storage facilities.
In Glendale, city officials
have halted evictions of
both commercial and residential tenants, and have
given tenants a year following the end of the emergency period — currently
set to expire April 30 — to
pay back missed or late
rent. The halt on rent increases applies to residential units only.
A judge would likely have
to make the call if the orders apply to storage facilities, according to Lucy Varpetian, an attorney with the
city of Glendale. It was an
assessment seconded by
City Councilman Ara Najarian, who is an attorney.
An individual could, for
example, use Glendale’s orders as a defense against
eviction from their storage
space if the matter was

her balance in full, she
could ask the company to
match the price of her unit
to the lower rate being offered now for similar units.
After settling her debt,
she was told by a different
Public Storage employee,
who was higher up on the
corporate ladder, that price
matching wasn’t possible.
Currently biding her time
in a hotel-turned-shortterm-apartment in Tucson,
Ariz., after having to leave
her parent’s house, Barrie
said she would likely make
the drive over to L.A. before
May 1 comes around and
she’s on the hook for another $500.
The plan is to transfer her
items to a smaller pod-type
storage space that runs for
less than half of what she
pays now per month. Several of the items she’s transferring are furniture, and
she anticipates needing to
hire help to move the bulky
items.
After that, she has no definite plan.
lila.seidman@latimes.com
Twitter: @lila_seidman

WWW.GLENDALENEWSPRESS.COM
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ON THE TOWN | RUTH SOWBY RANDS

Glendale Arts works to
keep Alex Theatre afloat

T

he Alex Theatre is dark. All shows
and performances have been canceled until further notice.
“We will jump back into productions and
events the moment we are able,” said Elissa
Glickman, chief executive of Glendale Arts,
which manages the Alex.
Expenses continue to mount.
Glickman has reduced her
staff and employees’ hours.
Many staff members are
volunteering their time. All
work remotely from home.
“The cancellation of events
has created a financial burden for Glendale
Arts, with a projected loss of $450,000,”
according to Nina Crowe, Glendale Arts’
managing director.
Glickman and Crowe stay in close touch
with supporters. In a recent email, Glickman wrote, “Please consider making a gift
today, so that we can continue to protect
the Alex Theatre and serve as a voice for
hope, healing and wellness now and in
recovery.”
Glickman outlined plans: Patrons who
have purchased tickets for events that are
now canceled will be contacted regarding
new performance dates and refunds.
Glendale Arts’ events team is working
with promoters to reschedule, rebook and
reticket canceled events as well as manage
future bookings.
The development/communications team
continues to raise funds.
“The pandemic has rendered us unable
to deliver programming at the Alex Theatre,
which is 80% of our revenue,” Glickman
said.
Glendale Arts has applied for assistance
to the Small Business Administration’s
emergency relief fund.
The organization has filed with the Employment Development Department for
unemployment assistance to help fund the
gap in wages lost while the staff is on reduced hours.
Glendale Arts has survived difficult times,

Bert Ring

Ruth Sowby Rands
IN HAPPIER TIMES, Elissa Glickman, chief
executive of Glendale Arts, takes over the
mic during comedy night at Greyhound Bar
& Grill in Glendale this past December.
Crowe said.
“In 2008, we weathered the Great Recession by bringing people together to lift their
hopes and spirits,” she said. “This time,
people aren’t allowed to gather. The very
thing that could help us will actually hurt
us.”
A new email to supporters announces,
“The COVID-19 Artist Relief Fund,” which is
a GoFundMe campaign that has been
created to help artists of all disciplines.
One stipulation — the artist must live in
Glendale and have been financially impacted by the coronavirus. Expenses can
include rent, food utilities, art supplies and
medical needs. The goal of the campaign is
to raise $25,000 to support working artists.
For donations of $5,000 or more, contact

Crowe at NCrowe@GlendaleArts.org.
An artist highlighted in the email is Richy
Leis. He’s a 19-year veteran of the stand-up
comedy community based in Glendale.
Leis performs stand-up nearly every day as
a headliner or emcee.
He and his brother, Benjamin, own and
operate Comic Cure, producing comedy
shows to benefit local nonprofits, including
Glendale Arts.
Richy Leis teaches comedy classes and,
before the virus, booked live entertainment.
He and his brother have worked with more
than 200 nonprofits and more than 2,000
comedians over the past five years.
Since the outbreak, all of Richy Leis’ gigs
and auditions have been canceled. The
classes he teaches are now low-cost or free.
However, he continues to entertain by
hosting a nightly trivia game show over
social media, teaching comedy classes
online and offering a weekly email game
called “The Los Angeles Feud.”

“The COVID-19 Artist Relief Fund could
help me keep my lights on. Literally,” he
said. “The funding will allow me to continue to work on my comedy and help my
community. All the work I do is to keep
people positive and hopeful. Thank you for
helping me allow others some relief during
this period of uncertainty. Together, we can
get to the bright side of the tunnel.”
When Glickman is not running Glendale
Arts, raising money for the Alex or establishing funds for artists, she still is helping
through her culinary skills. She just made
20 jars of soup for friends unable to leave
their homes. Her matzo ball soup went to
Richy Leis.
For more information, including how to
support Glendale Arts, visit GlendaleArts
.org.
RUTH SOWBY RANDS writes about the
Glendale social scene. She may be reached at
ruthasowby@gmail.com.

THE WHITEBOARD JUNGLE | BRIAN CROSBY

Future holds new opportunities for columnist

A

s many of you
know by now,
the Glendale
News-Press, the
Burbank Leader and
the La Cañada Valley
Sun will no longer be
published.
This means that you are
reading my last column, a
column I have written
since early 2011.
At that time, The Times
was trying out something
called the 818 Bloggers,
and I was part of that crew.
My column, originally
called “The Crosby Chronicles,” became “The Whiteboard Jungle” by 2013. The
main focus was education,
but I covered an array of
issues that impacted young
people.
Even though I wasn’t
compensated much for my
near decadelong tenure, I
took seriously the respon-

sibility of having a
voice in the community.
Every other
week, I would
agonize over the
column; as any writer
will tell you, good writing
comes from good revisions.
Early drafts often totaled
1,500 words, too many for a
600-word column. However, it is easier to delete
words than add them,
advice I often pass on to
my students.
It is also easier to have a
meticulous editor, my wife,
Sherry.
I feel bad for newspapers
that have struggled mightily the past few decades,
with dwindling ad revenue
and readership. Losing
journalists is not healthy in
a democracy. Nowadays,
more people access internet posts controlled by

those who are anything but
real journalists.
Next time there is corruption in the cities of
Burbank or Glendale, who
will report on it?
The public will suffer
without the fourth estate
as its watchdog, especially
at a time when real news
gets mislabeled as fake
news.
When my editor called
me Thursday evening
about the paper’s demise,
it coincidentally was the
same day I turned in my
retirement papers to the
Glendale Unified offices.
How strange is that?
Yes, come June 12, after
31 years, I will return to
being a private citizen, no
longer a public school
teacher. Except for the first
two weeks in September of
1989 at Garfield High
School in East Los Angeles

(noted for calculus teacher
Jaime Escalante), I have
spent all of my career at
Hoover High School in
Glendale.
I had several ideas for
future columns lined up
including one about my
retirement from teaching.
Now this is a column about
my retirement from working.
When people ask me,
“Are you sure you want to
do this?” my response is it
is time. While I still have
my health and enjoy my
job, I’d rather leave a little
too early than stay a little
too late. Besides, as Vin
Scully often commented,
we are all living day to day.
No one knows what our
expiration is.
Still, I do feel that I have
something to share, wisdom to pass on, mentoring
to perform.

Veteran teachers bring a
unique view that only time
and experience can nurture. A reservoir of talented
and imaginative people
should be tapped at a time
when invention of a new
way of structuring schools
and teaching students is
already underway, if only
districts would use them in
leadership roles. It is a
precious resource too often
taken for granted and
overlooked.
I want to thank former
editor Dan Evans, who
hired me, as well as current
editor Mark Kellam.
Most of all, I thank you
for reading what was on
my mind. With apologies
to Maytag repairmen,
writers are the loneliest
guys in town. We perform
alone, not knowing if anyone out there cares about
the words we string to-
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Sadness on the closing of our papers

I

was deeply saddened to
learn of the decision by
the Los Angeles Times
to shut down the Glendale
News-Press, Burbank
Leader and La Cañada
Valley Sun. These are institutions that have served our
community for decades
and have chronicled and
guided our way forward for
as long as many of us can
remember.
These three great papers,
and their place in our communities, will be truly impossible to replace. They
covered our local achievements and setbacks, our
challenges and our victories, our community heroes
and our heartaches.
I have read these papers

for decades and had the
privilege of working with
many of their reporters and
editors since my very first
campaign for the Assembly.
And while I’m sure I took
issue with some of their
articles from time to time
— as it should be — I never
once doubted their skill
and professionalism, or
their passion for serving
our community.
Whether it was uncovering wrongdoing or profiling
one of our amazing residents or documenting our
community coming together, whether it was covering our kids’ first time as
a starter or recognition of
one’s service to our community, you could be cer-

MASKS

ment might be going too
far. He said he would support strongly suggesting
residents wear face coverings in public.
“People really need to be
outside, not only to do essential activities, but to get
some fresh air. You can’t be
cooped up at home all the
time,” Brotman said during
the council meeting, adding that a walk around a
quiet neighborhood might
not warrant the need for a
face covering.
Technically punishable
by up to a $1,000 fine and
six months in jail, Glendale
officials
signaled
they
didn’t intend to charge or

Continued from page A1
on Tuesday. The city has at
least 269 confirmed cases
of the virus that causes
COVID-19.
The city’s infection rate
of 130 cases per 100,000
people is higher than Los
Angeles’ rate, as a whole,
which is at 110 cases per
100,000 people. However,
each city’s testing rates and
results are unknown, complicating the picture.
Councilman Dan Brotman, who cast the lone
vote against the order, said
he thought the require-

tain these papers would be
there. They truly helped
knit our communities together, and we will all miss
their coverage.
I would be remiss if I
didn’t say that I am deeply
worried that the loss of
these three papers is being
repeated all over the country in communities large
and small. It has been going
on for years, but the sudden onset of the coronavirus pandemic has
only accelerated these
trends, and more and more
places are becoming news
deserts, without dedicated
journalists to investigate
corruption, tell local stories
and document communities’ histories.

“This is a very
basic thing we
could do … We’re
talking about
lives.”

Councilman Ara Najarian

cite residents.
“It’s more trying to get
people to comply through
warnings and the like,” City
Atty. Mike Garcia said during the meeting.
Glendale Police Chief
Carl Povilaitis said he
doesn’t have the manpower
to enforce the order strictly
but added that police offi-

This is a tremendous loss
to our towns and nation,
and a threat to the very
health of our democracy.
Though there are no easy
answers, I believe it is important that Congress and
our nation as a whole examine ways we can support
local journalism of the sort
the News-Press, the Leader,
and the Sun have practiced
for so many years.
So today, I want to say
thank you to the journalists,
editors and publishers from
these great local institutions, both past and present. Thank you for your
service to our community,
and know that you and
your work will be deeply
missed.
cers would do their part in
encouraging residents to
wear masks.
“I won’t have the resources to respond to
everybody’s call that, ‘Hey,
so and so is out on their
front sidewalk and doesn’t
have a mask,’” Povilaitis
said during the recent
meeting.
“I would, of course, ask
my folks, when they have
an opportunity and are
driving by and they see
something, to make that
comment … short of a citation,” he added.
lila.seidman@latimes.com
Twitter: @lila_seidman

gether. Each kind email
received made my day.
I cling to the belief that
former students now in
their 20s, 30s and 40s remember something from
the days with Mr. Crosby
that has made a positive
impact in their lives. I
know their being in my
classroom made one in
mine.
For those of you who are
interested, I will continue
writing my blog, the CrosbyChronicles.org, and plan
on writing more books.
Email briancrosby1958
@gmail.com.
God bless and stay well.
BRIAN CROSBY is a
teacher in the Glendale
Unified School District and
the author of “Smart Kids,
Bad Schools” and “The
$100,000 Teacher.” His
website is brian-crosby.com.

MAILBAG
Tribute was a
worthy display

CO2 worse than
the coronavirus?

I was driving down
Verdugo Boulevard
Wednesday and saw a
heartwarming display of
gratitude and support for
the front line health workers at USC Verdugo Hills
Hospital.
Lights flashed, sirens
blasted and firefighters
stood on their rigs applauding the dedicated
workers during this coronavirus outbreak.
Across the street, hospital staff lined up on a
terrace raised a “Standing
Strong Together’’ banner.
It was a moving tribute of
community love, hope
and strength.

So, Glendale City Councilman Ara Najarian said
that he has seen people
cross each other’s path
without face coverings.
Well, as long as they stay 6
feet away (like in supermarket lines), so what?
That’s far outweighed by
Councilman Dan Brotman’s comment about
getting the likes of “some
fresh air.”
By the way, everyone
should google “How Inhaled Carbon Dioxide
Affects the Human Body —
Fact Sheet.” Because that’s
what we’re doing with
these nose-and-mouthcovering face masks!

Susan James Carr
Glendale

Harvey Pearson
Los Feliz

Sports
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Saying thank you and so long after nearly 29
years, but leaving with a lot of memories

W

here do I
start?
How can I
put into
words the almost three
decades of memories,
experiences, joys and accomplishments that I’ve

been privileged to
enjoy at
the same
job?
Sadly, we
were informed
Thursday that the news-

papers that I have devoted
much of my life to, The
Burbank Leader, Glendale
News-Press and La Cañada
Valley Sun, would be closing down and all the employees laid off.
It was a decision made

by our parent company, the
Los Angeles Times, and it
was because our papers
just weren’t generating a
substantial amount of
advertising revenue. With
the coronavirus further
drying up revenue, the

MARKETPLACE
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Business Names

Name Change
ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE
OF NAME
CASE NO.
20GDCP00135

The following person(s)
is/are doing business as:
1. UNINCORPORATED
COFFEE
ROASTERS
2.UNINCORPORATED
COFFEE
3021 Lincoln
Ave.,
Altadena,
CA
91001 AI #ON 4557702,
Los Angeles
County,
SURVIVING
STUPIDITY
3021
Lincoln
Ave.,
Altadena, CA 91001
This business is conducted by: a Corporation
The
Registrant(s)
Commenced to transact
business under the
Fictitious
Business
Name(s) listed above
on: 01/2020 Signed Alan
Janoyan, President This
statement was ﬁled
with the County of Los
Angeles on 2/28/2020.
2020 050018
4/4,4/11,4/18&4/25/2020

Your Community
Your News
Thank You
For Reading

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
PABLO MONTANEZ, an Individual; DAVID HERNANDEZ,
an Individual; HUGO GARCIA, an Individual;JUANA
RIVADENEIRA, an Individual; HERNAN DE LA TORRE,
an Individual; JULIAN RODRIGUEZ, an Individual;
ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN, CLAIMING ANY LEGAL
OR EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, OR
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THIS
VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES ADVERSE TO
THE PLAINITFF’S TITLE, OR, ANY CLOUD UPON THE
PLAINTIFF’S TITLE THERETO; and DOES 1 through 100,
inclusive,
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
JESUS VILLAPANDO, an Individual
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to ﬁle a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiﬀ. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can ﬁnd these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the ﬁling fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not ﬁle your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot aﬀord an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonproﬁt
legal services program. You can locate these nonproﬁt
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.
іAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

CLASSFIEDS

Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):
David Minas Minasian
353 W. Lexington Dr. Apt.
2 Glendale, CA, 91203
TO
ALL
PERSONS
INTERESTED:
Petitioner David Minas
Minasian ﬁled a petition
with this court for a
decree changing names
as follows:
Present Name
David Minas Minasian
Proposed Name
David Robert Minasian
THE COURT ORDERS
that
all
persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name
should not be granted.
Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
ﬁle a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
at the hearing to show
cause why the petition
should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely ﬁled, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: 06/08/2020
TIME: 8:30 A.M.
DEPT: D
ROOM: N/A
The address of the court
is: SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA County of
Los Angeles 600 East
Broadway,
Glendale,
CA. 91206 A copy of this
Order to Show Cause
shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: March 13, 2020
/s/ by: Sherri R. Carter,
Clerk & /s/ by: Sandra
Marcos, Deputy

SUMMONS
CITACION JUDICIAL
Case Number (Numero del Caso):
19CHCV00827

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

Published in the Glendale
News-Press 4/11, 4/18,
4/25 & 5/2/2020

on the
web!

www.glendalenewspress.com
www.burbankleader.com

The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y
direccion de la corte es):
Chatsworth Courthouse
9425 Penﬁeld Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiﬀ’s attorney, or plaintiﬀ without an attorney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):
Steﬀanie Stelnick
23890 Copperhill Dr., Suite 405
Valencia, CA 91354
(661) 917-2224
Date: (Fecha) 10/15/2019
Sherri R. Carter Clerk
(Secretario)
Victoria Rico Deputy
(Adjunto)

SPECIAL
SECTIONS
on the
web!

NEWS • SPORTS • ENTERTAINMENT • LOCAL EVENTS

www.glendalenewspress.com
www.burbankleader.com

www.glendalenewspress.com
www.burbankleader.com

powers that be decided to
pull the plug on our publications.
I’m not really as sad for
myself as I am devastated
for the death of the publications. The Burbank
Leader, formally the Burbank Daily Review, was
founded in 1908 and the
Glendale News-Press dates
back to 1905; the La
Cañada Valley Sun began
publishing in 1946.
All that history, gone in a
flash.
Just think; the papers
survived through two world
wars, military conflicts, the
Great Depression, the
Spanish Flu, the stock
market crash, multiple
other recessions and many
hardships and uncertainty
in our country. But we
couldn’t outlast this.
When I started with the
organization in November
1991, we had three papers:
The Burbank Leader, the
News-Press and The Foothill Leader, as each paper
had a separate sports editor, along with an executive sports editor who oversaw all three publications. I
was hired as sports editor
of the Leader and served in
that capacity until another
editor took over all three
papers. I then took over as
sports editor of the Leader,
News-Press and Valley Sun
in July of 2018.
Along with news and
editorial staff members
who are losing their jobs,
three of us in the sports
department are also being
laid off.
I have had the pleasure
of working with sportswriter Charles Rich for nearly
20 years. He has been a
godsend to me the last few
years, picking up the slack
when our previous editor
resigned suddenly. At a
time, it was just the two of
us publishing stories and
contest, doing the layout
and design and populating
three websites for three
publications and five issues
a week. I owe him a great
deal. I am proud to call him
my friend.
The other sportswriter
on our team, Vincent Nguyen, has only been with us
for less than two years.
However, in just a short
time he has been invaluable to the staff. The young
man has a dedication to his
craft and always goes the
extra mile to provide the
readers with quality content. And he’s a heck of a
nice guy, as well as a friend.
I will truly miss working
with two such quality individuals.
I have been blessed to
work with many dedicated
and talented journalists
over the years. I wish I
could mention them all,
but I don’t think I would
have enough space. In my
nearly three decades with
the company I had several
opportunities to leave
community sports for
greener pastures. I eventually turned down writing
and sports editor jobs at
two separate daily news-

papers that covered everything from youth sports to
college sports to the professional ranks.
But I saw the value that
our community newspapers provided and I truly
enjoyed covering the communities of Burbank, Glendale, La Crescenta and La
Cañada (and Pasadena for
a short time). I found the
niche in my career, and I
wanted to stay in my position for as long as I could.
Maybe you could say I
should have had aspirations of moving on to bigger and better things; but I
would counter with that
fact that I stayed where I
did for so long because I
honestly loved what I did,
the people I worked with
and the players, coaches
and administrators I came
in contact with over the
years.
I have been lucky in this
job that I have met some
outstanding and amazing
individuals during my
tenure. But I’ve also been
privileged to have made a
great many friends along
the way. Many of those
individuals have texted me
or sent out Tweets with
their support after finding
out the news of our demise.
That has meant a great deal
to me much and I am truly
humbled by the response.
Over the years, I’ve had
the utmost pleasure to
cover and come in contact
with some amazing athletes. There have also been
coaches who I have
tremendous respect for and
who have influenced me by
the way they conducted
their players and teams.
It was amazing when I
would cover an athlete and
then see him or her a few
years later returning to
their high school to become a coach or administrator. And it was crazy
seeing someone whom I
covered in my early years
have a son or daughter
competing in sports at their
alma mater.
Dealing with those players and coaches has been a
joy that I will forever remember.
I want to thank all those
who made the last nearly
three decades the ride of a
lifetime for me. I’ve never
felt more proud of what our
small papers and small
staffs were able to accomplish over the years.
This job never paid well,
we often had to put in long
hours, had to sometimes
work weekends and travel
far to cover games. But the
sense of accomplishment
and knowing that we were
providing something valuable made it all worth it.
Now is the time for me to
ride into the sunset. But
before I do, I have one
more thank-you to address.
All my deepest gratitude to
you, the readers. We did
this all for you, and we
appreciate all the support
over the years and thank
you from the bottom of our
hearts.
Tully Talk out!

Prep’s Chavez earns MVP
BY CHARLES RICH
Flintridge Prep boys’ soccer’s Silas Chavez showcased his top-flight skills
again this past season, as
he registered 19 goals and
12 assists for 50 points en
route to be selected the
Prep League’s Most Valuable Player for the second
season in a row.
Flintridge Prep finished
10-5-6, 3-1-2 in league for
second place after winning
three straight league titles.
Flintridge Prep suffered a
6-5 overtime home loss to

El Monte in a CIF Southern
Section Division VI wildcard match.
Five Flintridge Prep players were bestowed with allleague accolades.
In addition to being selected the most valuable
player, Chavez earned a
spot on the first team.
Chavez was joined on the
first team by senior Simon
Siskel and junior Andrew
Odom.
Senior Jason Kreinberg
and sophomore Dominick
Schraeder were named to
the second team.

